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‘SEXY’ FOOTBALL FAILS TO CLIMAX FOR RUUD’S GEORDIES 


League Summary 


Arsenal..0 Charlton Athletic... 


Promoted Charlton have started their campaign well 
and made the champions work hard, especially after the 
London side had Emmanuel Petit sent off in the 56th 
minute for his second bookable offence, an clumsy 
tackle on Shaun Newton. Charlton have yet to concede 
a goal this season and Aussie ‘keeper Sasa Tlic made 
some superb saves to keep up the record. Heady days 
indeed for the newcomers. 
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Blackburn Rovers... 1 Leicester City ... 


Striker Kevin Gallacher took his chance well in the 
12th minute, slotting in a Garry Flitcroft cross to clinch 
an early winner. 


Coventry City anne West Ham United rn 


Despite the scoreline, this was a fast and furious 
game which entertained the Highfield Road crowd. 

Swedish goalkeeper Magnus Hedman was 
outstanding for Coventry. 


Soccer Victoria 
Colour Liftout 
Le Colour Liftout 


Evertonennieneenn) Tottenham Hotspur nL 


Les Ferdinand rose at a comer to head home a fifth- 
minute winner to pick up Tottenham's first points of 
the season. But Everton put on a great deal of pressure 
and Spurs’ young Norwegian goalkeeper Espen 
Baardsen made some superb saves. 


Middlesbrough wl Derby County snnenenel 


Derby took the lead in the 31st minute when Paulo 
Wanchope scrambled the ball home. Promoted 
Middlesbrough snatched an equaliser in the 48th 
minute from substitute Hamilton Ricard, his first 
touch of the match. 


Sheffield Wed ve-0 Aston Villa .snsssenemnl 


After a tight early spell, controversial striker Stan 
Collymore retumed from injury to provide the cross 
for Julian Joachim's well-taken winner in the 37th 
minute. The victory temporarily put Villa on top of the 
table. 


Southampton nel Nottingham Forestwwm2 


Southampton are still without a point from their 
opening three games and looking relegation material 
already. Former England international Steve Stone ran 
the game for Forest, making Jean-Claude 
Darcheville's first goal in the $2nd minute and scoring 
the second in the 68th. Matthew Le Tissier scored a 


A e A 


consolation penalty for the Saints in the 89th minute after he was fouled in 
the area. 


Wimbledos 1 Leeds United serosal 


Michael Hughes saved the home side with a brilliant run and shot from 30 
metres in the 72nd minute after Lee Bowyer had put the away side ahead in 
the 61st minute with another superb effort. 


Newcastle... 


Liverpool sesesssseseerensnscd 


Ruud Gullit had promised the fans "sexy football” but the Dutchman. 
finished his first match in 
charge of Newcastle United on 
Sunday suffering with a huge 
headache, 

A 4-1 defeat at home by 
Liverpool which included a F 
first-half hat-trick from striker 
Michael Owen, left the former 
Dutch international in no 
doubt that he has a great deal 
of work to do to make 
Newcastle a force in the 
English premier league. The 
fanatical Newcastle faithful, 
who had started the match full 
of hope as they welcomed 
Gullit with deafening cheers, saw Owen use his blistering pace to expose 
their team’s hesitant defence three times in just over a quarter of an hour. 

The World Cup striker's goals in the 17th, 18th and 32nd minutes and a 
fourth from Czech Patrik Berger just before the interval put Liverpool on top 
of the table with seven points from their opening three games. 


bad week for Celtic ended with the Scottish champions denied victory 
in the premier league on Saturday by an injury time penalty from 
Dundee’s Eddie Annand. 

The goal - the bottom side's first of the season - prevented Celtic sharing 
the league leadership with Glasgow rivals Rangers who thrashed St 
Johnstone 4-0. 

Jozef Venglos's side dominated Dundee but had to wait until the 69th 
minute for a goal. Yet again it was Craig Burley who was the marksman, 
robbing Dundee midfielder Jim McInally on the edge of the area before 
crashing a low shot into the net for his fifth goal of the season, 

However, in injury time, Celtic's Italian defender Enrico Annoni pulled 
down Annand in the box and the striker got up to convert the penalty himself 
to secure Dundee's first point, 

"It was a great feeling to get our first goal. We had to get something from 
this game and hopefully it will now kick-start our campaign,” Annand said. 

Jorg Albertz was also‘deadly from the spot at Ibrox. The German 
international scored his third penalty in three league games in the Rangers 
rout of St Johnstone. 

‘Andrei Kanchelskis, recalled to the Russia squad, celebrated by opening 
the scoring in the 26th minute, lobbing St Johnstone keeper Alan Main after 
being set up by teenage playmaker Barry Ferguson. 

Dutchman Giovanni van Bronckhorst added another in the 44th minute 
with a wonderful left-foot shot from the edge of the area. Rod Wallace 
scored a third before the hour, again thanks to Ferguson, before Albertz 
made it 4-0 in the 85th minute. 

Rangers coach Dick Advocaat heaped praise on Ferguson, who is on the 
verge of a Scotland call-up. 

Veteran striker Ally McCoist killed Hearts's hopes of reclaiming its spot 
at the top of the Scottish Premier League with an impressive hat trick in 
Kilmarnock's 3-0 win on Sunday, 

The former Rangers forward, now 36, was then given the news by 
Scotland coach Craig Brown that he had played himself back onto the 
international squad for next Saturday's European championship qualifying 
match in Lithuania. 

Kilmamock now joins Hearts, Aberdeen, Celtic and Motherwell, who 
defeated Dundee United 1-0 on Sunday, with seven points after four games, 
with Rangers in front of the group with nine points, 

McCoist, who only joined Kilmarnock three weeks ago after spending 15 
years at Rangers, scored after just seven minutes when a swift counter-attack 
saw Jerome Vareille set him up. 

Then, the former European Golden Boot holder added a second goal in 
the 60th minute before netting his hat trick in the 81st minute after lan 
Durrant, a former Rangers colleague, set up his chance. 

‘Motherwell was boosted by an amazing furnout of 11,201 fans, double its 
usual home attendance, to see it defeat Dundee United with a 43rd minute 
goal from Kai Nyyssonen. 

‘The Finnish striker seized on the ball after United 'keeper Sieb Dijkstra 
failed to hold Ian Ross's shot. 

Dundee United now lies at the bottom of the standings with neighbors 
Dundee, each only having a point to their name from four games. 

United's fans jeered at manager Tommy McLean up the tunnel at the end 
and chanted for the club's directors to resign. 
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FAMILIAR FACE 
RETURNS TO SA 


By John Economos 


lub Marconi’s long serving President 
Tony Labozzetta, at a meeting held in 
Sydney last Friday night, was voted back 
joner to sit on the Board of Soccer 


“I'm back as I said Pd be. I’ve always been a 
Soccer person, and have always been willing to 
dedicate and serve the code to the very best of my 
ability,” he said. 

A vacancy had been created on the Board of 
Soccer Australia when South Australia’s delegate 
Fred Lenzi suddenly resigned last month, 

However Labbozzetta who has held the presi- 
dency at Club Marconi for almost 14 consecutive 
years, secured eight of the possible 15 votes that 
were.cast by the member clubs of the National 
Soccer League to edge him back once again as a 


Commissioner, 

ABSW understands that clubs such as Sydney 
Olympic and Carlton had switched their expected 
allegiance to Labbozzetta and voted last Friday 
night for Western Australia’s standing candidate, 
Perth Glory’s chairman Nick Tana. 

Ithad been originally anticipated that the highly 
experienced Labbozzetta would win back his posi- 
tion as Commissioner . 

Being a foundation member back in 1976 when 
the National League was formulated, he had 
served on the Board at Soccer Australia in 1995 
and “96. 

But he yoluntarily vacated this position when 
the highly expensive, (as well as publicly-damag- 
ing to Soccer), Stewart Inquiry fiasco unfolded. 

‘We wish everyone involved all the best for the 
future and hope Australian Soccer can benefit as a 
result. 


SPIRIT GO BUSH 


N“ Ericsson Cup side Northern Spirit have 
continued their pre-season with a visit to 
Bathurst in the West of NSW. 

Graham Arnold’s team beat the local side 
Bathhurst 75, 3-0. 

One of the encouraging aspects of this victo- 
ry was the goal scored by apprentice striker 
Daniel Watkins. The 18 year old has now 
scored three time after coming off the bench, 


LAK FARINA 


Available from 1 September for only 
$24.95 at bookshops, Club Marconi or 
direct from the publisher on 


07 3236 5000. 


Spirt play Canberra this Sunday, 

Congratulations to the winners of our 
ABSW/REEDSWAIN training videos comp. 
The winners are J.Dempsey of Sandy Beach in 
NSW, and J. Holt of Middlemount in QLD. 
Prizes will be sent this week. 

And finally, happy birthday to Sydney 
United’s Vel Kupresak! 


YOUNG SOCCEROOS’ 
TITANIC PERFORMANCE 


By Aidan Ormond 
a Young Socceroos returned to Sydney on the week- 
end, secure in the knowledge that they will be in the 
next WYC. Defender Michael Cunico (Northern Spirit) and 
keeper Brad Swancott (Newcastle Breakers) chatted to 
ABSW about what was a difficult few weeks in Oceania... 
How was the final Fiji game Michael? 
“Their Soccer is coming up so I guess they had to be 


| given a chance although it was pretty tough at times.” 


And the campaign overall Brad? 

“An experience. They are not as strong as the South 
‘Americans who we just visited. The pitch was pretty bumpy 
which made it harder for us.” 

How do you rate NZ? 

Michael: “Our fault it had to go to extra-time. The hand- 
brake was taken off. Setplays. caught us out.” 

Brad: “I don’t rate them highly. They run all day!” 
(laughs). 

How do you rate our chances in the WYC guys? 

Michael:The team’s chances are good because we are 
not missing much, Pros from Europe make it even better. 

Brad: Pretty good. We would have been together for one 
year. Plus we had three key players out in this campaign so 
we will be even stronger next time.” 

How bad were the illnesses? 

Michael: “Some of the boys were bed-ridden. It gave the 
othe other guys a chance and they did well.” 

Brad: Mile Sterjovski, Christian Care and others got 
sick. Could have been the chicken! We were not allowed to 
go for a swim in case the virus was in the water. It must 
have been like Sydney water!!” (Ha ha). It was a good tour 
but the conditions were not up to scratch, When you play 


.Graham Arnold are 


lower ranked teams 
you go down to their 
level. Mind you, all the 
guys on tour kept say- 
ing 1 looked like 
Leonardo di Caprio! 
Got pretty sick of 
that.” 

What about your 
club football? 

Michael: “Guys J 
Jooked up to and now I 
am playing with them, 
it’s an awesome feel- 
ing. Players like 
Robbie Slater and 


just legends.” 

Brad: “We are com- 
ing together well. We 
beat Edgeworth Eagles 
2-0. Joshua Stich is 
coming over and has 
signed. He played for 
NZ against us and isa 
useful player. If we can 
make the finals I will be Leonardo di Caprio of 
happy.” Australian Soccer!! 


Well-done to our Young Socceroos and thanks to two 
of our future stars, Brad Swancott and Michael Cunico. 
A titanic effort! 


He's one of the most significant players of the world game Australia 
has produced. 


My world is roundis one of the most significant books on Australian 
football to date. 


It is a unique perspective on the personalities and events of the 
past two decades in Australian soccer from one of our most colour- 
ful and favourite players, as well as being an insight into what it 
takes to be successful in the tough professional world of European 


football. 


My world is round isa ‘must read.- not only because of Frank Farina's 
personal playing history, but also because it is a valuable 


Frank Farina 


My world is round 


\www.voxperitus.com.au/frank farina.htm 


commentary on the past, present and future of the world's most 
popular game in Australia. 
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Australian News 


GLORY HOME ONE STEP CLOSER WOLF 


intention to build a stadium for the city’s highly-successful Ericsson Cup works on the premise that for each member Perth Glory signs to WorldxChange, 


Meanwhile Glory are maintaining their incredible growth off the field with the | 
Recoil cat announcement that they are in an association deal with a communications 

company. | 

I ‘an overdue decision, the WA Government has finally signalled their ‘WorldxChange Communications and Perth Glory have entered into a deal that | 


side Perth Glory. 

Glory General Manager, Roger Lefort, welcomed the 
move and believes it will be a great thing for the city. 

“We are obviously delighted,” he said. “The Minister 
of Sport, Norman Moore, has long been in support of 
this and building should commence around the year 
2000, We believe there has been $40 million set aside 
with the government hoping for some private 
investment aswell.” 

‘The plans at this stage involve a multi-purpose 
venue, with facilities for a convention centre also being 
part of this new venture, which is planned for a city 
location. 

“All other sports are catered for in Perth, now it’s 


addressed. This season it looks like we will have to tum 


the Australia-wide communications company will 


donate a percentage of the customer spend back to the | 
club on a monthly basis. | 
Speaking to ABSW, WorldxChange’s Connie | 


Soldatos said the company was “extremely happy to 
be associated with such a successful Soccer Club,” 


adding that the situation was a “win-win” for both 
sides. 
Lefort also said that phone savings in the current | 
economic climate will be very welcome, “particularly | | 
as the majority of Soccer fans would have relatives 
overseas.” eae 
On the player front, the Glory are currently trialling By Aidan Ormond 
South Melbourne’s Con Boutsianis, while John | 


Carlton. Brooks, Wollongong Wolves? off-season signing 


time for the world’s most popular game, Soccer, to be Markovski is settling in very well after signing from W:: said the Ericsson Cup has no heroes? Michael 


away fans from the Perth Oval simply because we don’t 


Lefort noted that the club are still looking to sign from Adelaide City performed a heroic and 


have the capacity, so something like this will really benefit," added happy three more players, in particular a central defender, and are Keen on local talent | chivalrous act recently when the South Coast was buffetted 
Lefort. % such as Sorrento’s Jamie Harwell, 20, and John Carbone (cousin of Anthony). by torrential winds and rain. 

The venue is expected to hold somewhere between 30,00 to 40,000 seats, The side is currently training three times a day — a combination of long- | The striker was caught on top of a shopping centre car park 
something that would be ideal for international Soccer in Perth. It is believed that distance and tactics work. Last Sunday the first team squad ran in the City to Surf | when the weather mayhem hit, What was worse, however, was 
the rectangular shaped ground will host Rugby in the non-Soccer months. mini-marathon. 


the fact that a pregnant woman was also caught in the terrible 
weather. The woman and her family had to evacuate their home 


ADVERTISE WITH US AND | 
THE WORLO SEES YOU! 


BRALL 
CAPTIAN 
DUNGA 
LOUESHS 
ABSW? 
JUST ONE OF 
THOUSANDS 
WORLDWIDE 


ADVERTISE WITH THE BIGGEST AND THE BEST. 
ABSW. 


COMPETITIVE RATES 
AUSTRALIA’S WEEKLY SOCCER BIBLE READ BY ALL! 
OUR DEDICATED ADVERTISING TEAM 
ARE STANDING BY FOR YOUR CALL 


"48 YEARS OF NATIONAL AND WORLD 
SOCCER COVERAGE AND STILL GOING STRONG 


CALL MICHAEL IN SYDNEY ON ... 


9562 0573 qirect Line) 
Mobile: 018 266 337 


E-mail 
soccer@foreignilanguage.com.au 


OR call 
LES ON (02) 9562 0507 (direct line) 
JOHN on (02) 97446984 


due to the flooding, so the safest place to go was the top of the 
nearest car park, They were clearly distressed and that was 
when the Wolf in shining armour stepped in. 

“The conditions 
were horrifying. It 
was just after 
training and we were 
stuck on the roof of 
Westfields Shopping 
Centre car park, 
tunable to get out. 

“We were stuck 
there for two and a 


SIMON 


COLOSIMO 


Date of birth: January 8, 1979 
Birth place: Melbourne 
Weight: 79kg 

Height: 182cm 
Nickname: ‘Sime’ 
Preferred position: Centre-back / 
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OWE 


sweeper half hours. This 
Occupation: Full-time player pregnant woman and 
Marital status: Single her family were there 
Playing history: VIS, AIS, Young and obviously needed our 


Socceroos, Carlton assistance as the weather 


Ambitions in soccer: Play was throwing everything 
professionally around. So I kept her warm by 

Interests outside of soccer: Reading, music, putting my jacket over her and 
socialising provided support to her and her 


Favourite overseas club: 


Liverpool 


Favourite player: James Hird (AFL) 
Most admired sportsperson: Michael Jordan 
Favourite other sports: Australian Rules 
Player modelled game on: Fernando Couto 


family until things calmed down,” said a modest Brooks. 
“The storm was quite amazing. I have never seen anything 
like it. We all just stayed inside my car till it was safe.” 
‘Weather aside, Brooks is clearly enjoying his time at Wolves 
and believes the team is in good shape for the new year. 
“Everything is intense right now as there is quite a lot of 
competition for places, It's all very positive and that mirrors 
coach Nick T’s philosophy, which is attack-minded. The vibe is 
good and there is an air of expectancy that we can do well.” 
Last season the side won the Waratah Cup, made the 
Ericsson Cup Finals and were the best-supported club in NSW. 
Brooks, 26, who is also the club’s new media liason officer, 


Wolves supremo Nick T with new signing 
Michael Brooks 


is settling well in an area (he is living in Figtree) he calls 
“similar to Adelaide in that it is quiet yet very beautiful 

‘The Whyalla born striker clearly has a thing about BHP. The 
company were based in Whyalla and of course are also big part 
of life in his new home of Wollongong. Perhaps ‘BHP Brooks’ 
is looking to emulate the Big Australian with a huge haul of 
goals? 

‘Whatever happens, this Wolf in Good Samaritan clothes has 
already made an impression on Wollongong, even if that 
pregnant woman had no idea who he was. 

Wollongong Wolves and the Olyroos will be doing their bit 
to help the area by staging a charity game on Wednesday 
September 9 at Brandon Park, The game will kick-bff at 7pm 
and the proceeds will go the Lord Mayor's Disaster Appeal. 

It's great to see our national U/23s and the Wolves helping 
the community this way so get down to Wolves’ home ground 
for what should be a quality fixture for a good cause. 


CARLTON SODTER CLUB SOCCER AUSTRALIA 
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YOUTHFUL SPIRIT GOOD FOR FUTURE 


‘orthern Spirit has announced its two youth teams 
to compete in the National Youth League 
(Northern Division) — it contains 13 locals from 
the talent-rich Northern Sydney catchment area. 

The club entered a youth team in the U/19 competition and 
has also entered a colts team, made up of talented 17 and 18- 
year-old players to play in the same competition. 

Simon Miller (Collaroy), Tyrone Lara (Gladesville), Brett 
Murray (Baulkham Hills) and Jack Sobezyk (Baulkham Hills) 
have all been selected in the youth team, 

The Youth team, coached by former Manly Warringah junior 
and Socceroo Gary Van Egmond, will also include Northern 
Spirit's four apprentices, Matthew Langdon, Daniel Watkins, 
Paul Henderson and James Stubbs-Mills, himself a Hornsby 
local. 

The Colts team, coached by Ian Rudgley includes Pascall 
Julliard (West Pymble), Daniel Cunningham (Ryde), Nathon 
Foti (Terrey Hills), Jain Church (French Forest), Andrew 
Zammit (Castle Hill), Colin Walker (Dee Why), Adam 
Monteleone (North Manly) and Matthew Stanley (Turramurra) 

“We had kids from all over the state coming to trial for a 
place in the Northern Spirit youth and colts team,” Gary Van 
Egmond said. “I was overwhelmed by both the number of people 
who came to trial and also the skill levels of the kids.” 

‘The number of players coming from other parts of Sydney and 
NSW has also given Arnold hope that the club's professionalism 
has made an impact on the Australian soccer fraternity. 

“The message that we are running a professional club with 
opportunities for these kids to move into an outfit which trains 
twice a day and is run like an overseas club is obviously getting 
out there,” Arnold said, 


gt 


fc. 


“This gives me great hope that the best young players want to 
play for Northern Spirit which can only help the first team in the 
long-term.” 

To further implant roots in Northern Sydney, Northern 
Spirit’s youth side will play all home matches at Cromer Park 
and the colts teams will use Christie Park as its home base. 


Both groundss are currently used by State Super League youth | 
teams with Cromer Park the home of Manly Warringah and | 


Christie Park the base for Gladesville Homsby. 


“We are putting down roots in what we firmly believe is a | 


soccer gold mine and the junior aspect of our venture is very 
important in the initial stages as well as being the future of the 
club,” said Northern Spirit Chairman Remo Nogarotto. 


Marocchi and Glory clash 


By Richard Kreider 


ary Marocchi has been given 

the WA State team coaching 

‘post four months after being 

relieved of his duties at Perth 
Glory. 

The Board of Soccer West Coast 
appointed him for an indefinite term last 
‘Thursday. It will be a baptism of fire for 
the former Glory coach, since his first 
opponents will be the star-studded 
Ericsson Cup newcomers Northern Spirit 
followed by the Glory, who are now 
coached by former East German national 
team boss Bernd Stange. 

“[’ve got my business back on track, 
T've had a good break from the game and 
now I’m back,” said Marocchi who said 
he intends to lift the profile of the State 
team to its highest level. Marocchi was 
last at the helm of the State side during 
the period 1991-93, and will now succeed 
Eric Williams. 


“Gary's wealth of experience and 
knowledge of the game and:proven track 
record in youth development is 
impeccable,” said SWC General Manager 
Paul Tombides. “West Australian born 
and bred, Gary is without doubt a great 
asset to local soccer,” he added. 

Marocchi will go head-to-head against 
another former Socceroo captain, Graham 
Arnold, when WA meet Spirit at 
Macedonia Park on September 12. 

The Sydney team is likely to travel 
with ex-Socceroo icon Robbie Slater, lan 
Crook (Tottenham Hotspurs defender), 
Kresimir Marusic (ex-Carlton) and 
Clayton Zane (Newcastle). 

Marocchi, who has again nominated 
Mickey Brennan as his assistant coach, 
said he would be choosing an initial 
squad of 20 sometime this week. 

‘The Glory clash has been arranged for 
October 3 at the Joondalup Arena, a week 
before the start of the new Ericsson Cup 
season, 


You can’t keep a good man down... | 


Gary Marocchl is now state coach. 


Marocchi will also join the media as a 
guest columnist for the local Sunday 
‘Times newspaper. 


Newcastle Breakers commence their pre-season games 0! 


Field at Speers Point. 
‘The full pre-season programme is: 


Friday, 11 September — versus Marconi Fairfield 


Kick-off Youth — 5.30pm 


Seniors — 7.30pm 


Saturday, 26 September — versus Northern Spirit 


Kick-off: Youth — 5.00pm 


Seniors—7.00pm gg ELT i 


Saturday, 3 October — versus Sydney Olympic 


Kick-off: Youth — 5.00pm Seniors 


—7,00pm 


in 11 September at Macquarie 


[EARN BRAZIL'S 


(@) SECRETS 


THE FAE IS OZ SOCCER’S LINK WITH BRAZIL 
A PRO-ACTIVE BRAZILIAN METHODS THAT 


NEW KNIGHTS | 
COACH OPTIMISTIC 


By Dwyght Tutfnell 


‘ew Melbourne Knights coach Vid 

Horvat admits he was “surprised” 

by the quality of the players in his 

squad after just a couple of 
training sessions with them. 

Horvat flew into Melbourne last week after 
delays with his visa, but now he is here, he is 
extremely positive amid all the doom and 
loom forecast of the Knights season ahead, 

“e's still to early to form a good opinon, but 
my first impressions have been positive,” says 
Horvat, “I have been a little 
surprised at the quality of 
players we have here.” 

Horvat has coached 
in his native Croatia, 
Slovenia, Canada and 
che United States. 

He is no stranger 
to Australia either, 
aaving played with 
the Knights in the early 
70s. 

Horvat’s first task is to 
trim the Knights squad, which 
has bloated out to about 40 players. 

“T have to concentrate on selecting the final 
18 players who will be in the squad. 

“T'll try to be fair but 1 must also be a bit 


| unfair to some players, we have to decide 


quickly.” 
‘The new league season a matter of weeks 
away, plenty of time to prepare, Horvat says. 


“They've had seven or eight training 
sessions without me. We are lucky to play our 
first game on October 18 (at home to 
Wollongong City). 

“It is enough time to get everything right, T 
think we're in a good way at the moment.” 
~ Horvat is keen to work with the Knights 
young players and develop a system that will 
produce good players. 

“There is a great future for Australian 
soccer. 1 will invest time in the young players, 


“When I played here almost all players were 
from Europe, like Billy Vojtek and Jimmy 
Mackay. 


“Now, this generation are all 
good Australian players.” 
Horvat said that it was 
too early to know if 
the Knights will 
bring any new 
players to the club. 
“Maybe we will 
bring in one or two 
players. You can’t 
bring in players from 
most of Europe, even 
second division players, 
because they ask for too much 
money,” 

Knights have lost skipper Andrew Marth but 
have been linked with Ivica Raguz, a Croatian 
midfielder who spent some time in Singapore. 

Former Heidelberg and South Melbourne 
player Alex Kiratzoglou has returned from a 
stint in Europe and has been impressing in his 
trial. 


KARL FOR SOMERS STREET? 


t Albans Saints striker Harry Karl, 
Premier League could be playing for 
Melbourne Knights this season. Karl 
was approached by Knights officials 


| after the Victorian Premier League Grand 


Final. 

He was invited down to training and new 
Knights coach Vid Horvat got a first hand look 
at Karl training with St Albans. 

The 25 year old former Croatia Zagreb 
player thinks that he may be running out of 
time in getting a chance to play in the Ericsson 
Cup, should he not be signed by the Knights. 

“There's only two months to go (before the 
start of the season), I don’t know what is going 
to happen,” he said, 

Karl also said that there had been unofficial 
interest from Sydney Olympic and Adelaide 

harks. 


He is desperate to play Ericsson Cup and his 
coach, Viado Vanis, believes that he should be 
playing there. 

| think he deserves a chance in the National 
League” said Vanis, “he just has to work on his 
fitness level.” 

“He's got everything els, just his fitness lets 
him down a little, but if someone took him, 
worked with him twice a day, he would be 
there (at required fitness level).” 

Karl said that there would be no problems 
with fitness if he was at a National League 
club, training twice a day, 

Vanis says that Karl would be an asset to 
any National League club. 

“If he was 100% fit, he could become one of 
the best players in Australia.” 


SYDNEY UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB 


All matches will be played at Macquarie Field, Speers Point so that the Breakers 
‘Stadium can be prepared for the 1998/99 Ericsson Cup. 

‘Coach Lee Sterrey, has almost completed locking in the 1998/89 Newcastle Breakers 
squad which will be announced in due course. 

Lee has mentioned that supporters and friends are encouraged to attend the pre-season 
matches to observe the ‘new-look’ Breakers. 


HAS MADE STARS LIKE “RONALDO” 
AALL BOYS & GIRLS U/7-17 CAN IMPROVE! 
‘A TOP ACCREDITED COACHES/PROGRAM 
4 12 WKS SEPT 21-DEC 11 AT FAIRFIELD, 

CONCORD, ST GEORGE & MIRANDA CTRS 
A ENDORSED BY JOHN WARREN & B.F.A. 

A RECOGNISED BY SOCCER AUSTRALIA 
A DONT MISS OUT PH: 9550-2022 

OR 0418-452536 FOR A FREE BROCHURE. 

A HEY COACH! GROUP DISCOUNTS AVAIL. 


Invites applications for 
Super Youth League Coaches 
For all Grades U13-U16 including 
goalkeeper coaches 
To apply send in a resume to: 
Att; JOHN JEDINAK 


Sypney UniTep SC 


223 Evenson Rp 
EDENSOR PARK NSW 2176 
Applications close September 25, 1998. 


BREAKERS STADIUM HOSTS 1998 
GRAND FINALS OF THE NEN & 2HD COMPETITIONS 


The Breakers Stadium will be the venue for the Grand Finals of the 
@ 2HD Soccer League on Sunday, 13th September 
@ NBN Soccer League on Sunday, 20th September 


Preliminary matches commence at 11.00am 


anES a 
©, here we go again, It’s let’s choose a 
new Socceroo coach time, which of 
course it has been now for some months. 
Raul Blanco, as I understand it, is the 
caretaker, And it will be up to the post-David 
Hill hierarchy, and the influence of the new 
chairman, to choose the permanent successor to 
Terry Venables. Which of course is fine provid- 
ed the man is chosen and chosen now. There is 
no time to waste, 

The first question the new chairman will face is 
which one of two ways to go: choose a local 
because local coaches know Australian soccer and 
Australian players best, or go for a foreigner 
whose high profile, aide from his expertise, will 
sex up the Australian public in the way Venables 
did, 

It will be a difficult dilemma, Suitable choices 
can be found in both cases. If one is to go for a 
local, Blanco himself, as intimately familiar with 
representative football in this country as anyone, 
would be an amicable choice, Not many could. 
legitimately oppose it. He has been involved with 
representative teams, though rarely at the steering 
wheel, since the 1981 World Youth 
Championship, for some 17 years. 

If, however, you were to go for a foreigner with 
both profile and credentials, and were prepared to 
pay the money, the candidates are falling out of 
the trees. Let’s go no further than to list those who 
emerged out of the recent World Cup and remain 
unemployed. 

Aime Jacquet (retired coach of France, world 
champions); Mario Zagallo (sacked coach of 
Brazil, World Cup runners up); Daniel Passarella 
(retired coach of Argentina, World Cup quarter 
finalists); Cesare Maldini (sacked coach of Italy, 
World Cup quarter finalists); Paulo Cesar 
Carpeggiani (sacked coach of Paraguay, eliminat- 
ed by France on the Golden Goal); Claude Le Roy 
(sacked coach of Cameroon); Carlos Alberto 
Parreira (former world champion, now sacked 
coach of Saudi Arabia); Hernan Gomez (retired 
coach of Colombia); Cha Bum Kun (sacked coach 
of South Korea); Slobodan Santrac (sacked coach 
it); Bora Milutinovie (retired coach of 


; Bgil Olsen (retired coach of 
shi Okada (sacked coach of Japan), 
e list isn’t it? Fourteen of them, even 
if you can dismiss some right away (like the bla- 


tant failures and others such as Egil Olsen, whose | 
Jong-ball-up-the-guts-get-it-in-the-mixer type of 
game would be a disaster for Australia), 

Classically indicative of the naivete of the out 
going leadership is that the only one of that list 
approached so far has been Parreira. As any foot- 
ball connoisseur would tell you, he only succeeded 
with Brazil. With lesser teams, like the United 
Arab Emirates in 1990 and Saudi Arabia in 1998, 
he was a dismal flop. 

But there is, let’s admit it, massive PR value in 
appointing some foreign super coach, Can you 
imagine the headlines if Aime Jacquet, coach of | 
the incumbent world champions, was appointed to 
Tead Australia? 

And it could be done. He is, at the moment, 
doing nothing. Whatever Australia could offer him 
would, therefore, be better than nothing. 

Because there is, in his world and experience, 
no pressure, If an Aime Jacquet succeeded in get- 
ting Australia to the World Cup he would be a 
Super hero, If he failed, well, he could say that, 
after all, he was coaching Australia. 

Did Terry Venables and his image suffer 
becauise of the World Cup failure with Australia? 
No. 

But imagine if he coached a country like Spain, 
or England, or Argentina and failed. He would be 
dismissed as a dud and would find ithard to land a 
job again. 

The same goes for those other high profile 
unemployed men, Zagallo, Passarella or Maldini. 
Coaching in sunny, easy going Australia, playing a 
bunch of Oceania nations, then perhaps two pres- 
Sure games against modestly tough opposition to 
get to the 2002 World Cup finals, making history, 
achieving what has not bee done since 1974. For a 
Jacquet, a Zagallo or a Maldini it would be the 
perfect life. 

But, back to the original dilemma, the Soccer 
Australia board has to consider seriously which 
way it chooses: a local or a foreigner, for each rep- 
resents a vastly different ideology and vision. 

Appointing foreign mercenaries, good as they 
are, transmits the message that we are a sub- 
servient, third world power not yet ready to mix it | 
with the best, Appointing a local, with all its risks, 
transmits a far more positive message. That we are | 
about making the game Australian once and for 
all. 


And that is worth the risk, 


BIG QLD GRUDGE GAME 


By Glenn Davis 


‘aster tactician Miron Bleiberg lit the fuse for an 
explosive XXXX league semi-final series after 
Brisbane Lions routed premiers Brisbane City 4-nil 
.at Lions Stadium on Saturday night. 

Lions victory reignited the long standing feud between the State's 
two premier clubs in a controversial match which saw the late send 
of City sweeper Scott Elliott and seven bookings from referee Alan 
Prentice. 

Lions started the match with their backs to the wall knowing noth- 
ing short of a resounding victory wold clinch the vital second posi- 


| tion on the premiership table and two shots at the grand final. 


“There’s been a long feud to see who is the best team in 
Brisbane,” a beaming Bleiberg said after Lions’ victory. 

“Brisbane City won the premiership but we wanted to prove it 
was not black and white that they were the best team. 

“From our three meetings we have taken seven points with two 
wins and a draw from them.” 

‘The final four composition will go down to the wire next weekend 
with fifth placed Ipswich Knights needing to beat Lions to clinch a 
semi-final berth while Lions need a draw to maintain second place. 

In other results, Rochedale Rovers accounted for wooden spoon- 
ers Beenleigh 4-nil, Taringa Rovers downed Wynnum 2-1, 
Bundaberg defeated Mt Gravatt 2-] while Ipswich thrashed Gold 
Coast 5-2. 


KINGS RULE 


By Rob Pepicelli 


n South Australia Croydon Kings will play this season’s 
jutual Community Final after a fighting win against minor 
premiers West Torrens Birkalla winning 4-3 in a penalty shoot 
out, after full time score plus 30 minutes of extra time ended 3-3, 
‘The final will be played Friday night September 11th, Birkalla 
will have to face the Red Devils in Saturday's Preliminary final 


| to gain entry into the grand final. 


Big congratulations must go to the coach of Croydon Kings in Jan 
Kiemo. After being promoted to the Premier League this season, 
they will be contesting this year’s grand final, and he has done it 
with a relatively young squad, players with tremendous potential, 
Marcin Kiemo, Simon Podlewski, Luca Matiazzo, Peter Varricchio 
and Josh Christison (who is currently still in High School) are some 
of the youngsters that will no doubt be one day playing for a nation- 
al league club, 

‘Campbelltown Red Devils kept their hopes alive after a scoreless 
full time score plus extra time, defeated White City 4-2 in a penalty 
shoot out. 

So SRTI 92.7FM will once again broadcast a double header on 
Saturday at Hindmarsh Stadium commencing at 12.00pm, will be the 


ARLTON’S ‘98/99 BRIGAD 


Lions Jed 2-nil at half time after midfielder Darren Hillier got the 
‘home side off to a dream start when he fired in a pin point cross for 
Roy Huth to head home past City keeper Danny Duke. 

Hillier stamped his mark on the game again in the 32nd minute 
when he latched onto a Michael Brockwell pass and lined up with his 
right foot from 18 metres, 

However, Hillier deceived the City defence swivelling onto his 
left foot to delicately chip Duke with his left foot from 18 metres, 

Lions, who've been criticised in the past for sitting back to defend 
their leads, effectively put the game ont of City's reach in the 66th 
minute when Brockwell raced through the City defence and rounded 
Duke before slotting home from an acute angle, 

‘The final nail in the City coffin came in the7Sth minute when sub- 
stitute striker Warren Allen scored with his first touch of the ball. 

Tronically his right footed piledriver which smacked into the roof 
of the net came after he easily rounded City substitute Mark Bennett 
who had only just come on to replace defender Damon Voss. 

Elliott's send-off, his second booking for the match, came with 13 
minutes remaining after he and Allen clashed following a tackle near 
the corner post, 

Brisbane City officials were fuming after the match with 
Prentice’s display, but overall they played well below their best and 
were simply beaten by a better side on the night. 

Both sides were missing key players with City’s leading goal 
scorer Chris Slater watching from the bench with an injury while 
Lions’ veteran Frank Mengotti also was sidelined through injury. 


THE ROOST? 


State League Preliminary Final between Para Hills Knights and 
Adelaide Cobras. Both the Knights and the Cobras will be contesting 
to get promoted to the Premier League next season and to compete in 
next Friday night's grand final against the high flying Modbury Jets. 
‘The Premier league will be extended from 10 to 12 teams, already 
Modbury Jets have been promoted after finishing the season minor 
Premiers, i 

2nd game at 2.45 pm the Premier League Preliminary Final 
betweenCampbelltown Red Devils and West Torrens Birkalla 
Eagles. The Red Devils have struggled up front and will be looking 
for Joe Barbaro to gain some form after returning last week from 
injury, he would have gain some much needed match fitness. Andy 
Allen in goal for the Devils has been in great touch, saving two 
penalties last week in the shoot-out against White City, 

Charlie Villani will have to keep the boys’ mind.on the job, after 
being down twice last week against the Kings got back to be on level 
terms only to see them going down in the penalty shoot-out, Top 
Goal scorer of the year Jason Trimboli will be a handful for the rock 
solid defence of the Red Devils, scoring a brace last week, along 
with Lachlan Campbell and Jamie Carreno in the midfield, Birks can 
certainly be in their second grand final in succession, 


SMYRNIS & CO 


Solicitors and Public Notary 


Serdar Pir... Young Gun. One of a num- 


ber that will shine under the astute 
coaching of Mister K. 


Andrew ‘Stabber’ Marth... inspirational 
signing. Should be a huge asset. 


Samba Soccer at Carlton... new signing 
Alex Moreira could be the wild card in the 
pack at Optus Oval. 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 
Club/Team? 


®@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrmis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matters, 


@ Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


Smyrnis & Co 


@ 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 

Tel: (02) 9552 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 

©@ ist Floor, 196 Stacey St, 
BANKSTOWN. 

Tel: (02) 9793 9788 

Fax: (02) 9793 9033 


© ist Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 
KOGARAH 

Tel: (02) 9522 6288 Fax: 

(02) 96607349 + 

®@ ist Floor, 83 Bronte Rd, 
BONDI JUNCTION 

Tel: (02) 9388 0222 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 
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_ [tell ya what | want 
what I really really want! 


Byssecrsieo 
he arrival of each new season 
brings with it the planting of a new 
seed of hope within the heart of 
every football fan. The failure of 

past seasons is pushed to the back of the 
mind, the injustice suffered at the hands of 
those ‘impartial’ parties during last sea- 
son’s semi-final is forgotten, and the send- 
ing off of the ‘star’ player in the big derby 
is left to rest as all thoughts are focused on 
what may eventuate in the forthcoming sea- 
son, 

‘Who knows, this could be THE ONE! 

‘As the season progresses, the seed either 
flourishes and the dream of a premiership 
materialises or it is washed away in a flood of 
disappointment and an empty trophy cabinet is 
all that is left as a reminder. 


i 


Peter Tsekenis ... holidays are over, 
time for the hard work to begin, 


In past years Sydney Olympic supporters 
have become all too familiar with the feeling of 
disappointment. Just like all football fans, 
every year the expectations of the huge number 
of Olympic followers are high, which is evi-~ 
dent in the usually good crowd attendance at 
the start of each season. 

Each year though, they are left to ponder on 
what went wrong. It must be conceded how- 
ever what whenever there is a glimmer of hope 
of reaching the play-offs or the final the 
Olympic fans turn out in droves, as flashes of 
the 1989/90 grand final win over Marconi pass 
through their minds and they catch a glimpse 


" } 
| 


George Bouhoutsos... in competition 
for the keeping jersey with Jim Kourtis. 


é 


of the premiership trophy. 

The past few seasons have been laden with 
an excess of instability and it has only been 
recently that homeostasis looks to be within 
teach. 

One also cannot forget how much the equi- 
librium has been disturbed with regards to the | 
coaching staff. Exit stage left — Vince 
Estavillo, Geoff Harcombe (twice), Gary Meier | 
and David Ratcliffe all in the space of four | 
years, 

Enter season 1998/99 and the introduction 
of former Sydney United and Canberra coach 
Branko Culina in a joint venture with ex- 
‘Australia and Gippsland manager Frank Arok. 

Afterall, one man alone has not been able to 
manage an Olympic team in recent years so 
with two heads working in conjunction with 
each other, Olympic may be able to work won- 
ders! 

This issue of home grounds is also a point 
for discussion, Whilst most teams train at their 
home venues, which is how they gain their 
home advantage, the Olympic players tend to 
train away from their ground, 


i 


Coach Culina 


In recent years they have moved from 
Leichhardt Oval to Belmore Sportsground, fol- 
Jowed by an unsuccessful move to the Sydney 
Football Stadium and finally settlement within 
the fold of Belmore Sportsground, which looks 
to be the home of the Olympic family for sea- 
son 98/99, 

Without a doubt, the Olympic supporters 
will be anticipating the arrival of the new foot- 
ball year with as much enthusiasm as a 13- 
year-old girl awaiting the release of the new 
Spice Girls single. 

With a new logo and signings, as well as the 
arrival of new coaching staff and a new board, 
the lives of the Olympic followers could be 
‘spicing up’. 

However there is one thing they must 
remember: if they “wannabe” premiers they 
must back their team through the good and the 
bad and “say they'll be there”! 


INTERNATIONAL CLASS, 
THAT'S JEFF HOPKINS 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


ippsland Falcons’ new recruit, Jeff Hopkins, is sick of 
running around and can’t wait for the new season to 


Finding a home and organising a school for the kids is part 
and parcel for any footballer moving interstate or abroad. Now 
that that’s all arranged, the new season can’t come quick enough 
for the former Welsh international. 

“Everyone has made me feel weclome at 
the Falcons, it’s a very friendly club,” said 
Hopkins. 

“J didn’t really know what to expect, but 
I’ve been pleasantly surprised.” 

Hopkins, 34, may not have been in 
Australia had it not been for the advice of 
former Socceroo and South Melbourne 
stalwart Mehmet Durakovic. 

Hopkins played alongside Durakovic in 
Malaysia with Selangor before the financial 
crisis gripping Asia meant that clubs had to 
tighten their belts, 

“I'd been persuaded to go there by (then 
coach) Steve Wick and we'd had a very 
successful season, my first there. But 
things tured a little sour in my second year. 

“Y'd gone home for Christmas and when I returned the club 
had almost completely changed. 

“There was a new president and commitee and there were 
new players, all brought in behind the coach’s back.” 

The club, Hopkins says, had to get a rid of a couple of foreign 
players. 

“T had intended to go back to England when Mehmet said 
‘why not try Australia?” 

“T faxed my resume to a few clubs and it was about that time 
that Stuart Munro got the coaching job at the Falcons. 

“He replied immediately. He’d known me from back in 
England where he had played against me.” 

Munro has said that Hopkins’ experience will be invaluable 
for the Falcons this season. Hopkins played for 17 years and 
over 500 games in England with Fulham, Crystal Palace and 


| then Reading. 


“All the time I played in England was terrific,” he reflects. 

“Especially at Reading. We'd won the second division cham- 
pionship and then in the following season made it to Wembley 
for the first division play-off final,” 

Reading were beaten that day by Bolton Wanderers in an 
extraordinary game after they had been in front for most of the 
match, 

“We were just seven minutes away from the Premiership. 

“Tt was a great year but also a big disappointment. The squad 
had been brought together with not a lot of money and J think we 
had gone as far as we could.” 


Dwvght ‘Tufinell reports: Melbourne Knights a1 ‘and South 
Melbourne will once again play in the Lanrie Schwab 
“Memorial Match. The game has been arranged by The 
Laurie Schwab Foundation for September 25 at Knights 
Stadium, kick off 7.30pm. The Foundation, set up after 
the death of the great soecer journalist Laurie Schwab, 


16 caps for Wales are very close to the heart of Hopkins. His 
second game, at 19, was against Brazil, but it was a victory over 
England in Wrexham that stands out for Hopkins. 

“That was a big thrill for a Welshman,” he chuckles, 

Signed up for a year, Hopkins is positive about extending his 
stay beyond that time. 

“Td like to. If 1 do well and the team does well, I can’t see 
any reason why not. I’m enjoying it here already.” 

‘The Falcons have been consistent without being spectacular 
during their time in the league. 

Poor crowds and constant talk of ejection 
from the league and other negative talk have 
dominated Falcons’ last couple of seasons, 

Though it is too early to tell, there now 
seems to be a sense of stability and, with 
Munro coming in, a chance to make a fresh 
start, 

“The football side of the club is very well 
tun,” says Hopkins, “Stuart’s coaching has 
been excellent and the playing standard is 
quite decent. 

“We've still got a little bit of work to do but 
we've got a few games and the trip to China 
coming up to use to see where we're al,” 
Expectations are high at the club for a good 
showing in the upcoming season. 

“1 know they're one of the smaller clubs in the National 
League, but we're not going out there to make up the numbers, 
we'll be going out to win games.” 


Mehmet Durakovic ... the Socceroo encouraged 
Hopkins to move to Australia. 


Carlton will play this Saturday ae 5 at ee 

‘Wodonga (3pm), There will be a janior clinic at 1lamand 
both will be free, On Sunday 4 October they willhave 
their Family Day at Optus Oval, starting at 10am, Their 
supporters club has hen formed, callting | ae the 
tue Hees a: 
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NBN SOCCER LEAGUE RESULTS RESERVE GRADE 
29 AUGUST Highfields 2 Broadmeadow 0 
1st GRADE Edgeworth 1 Maitland mn 
Toronto 3 Wallsend 1 UNDER 18s 
Hamilton 4 Broadmeadow 2 Broadmeadow 2 -Weathertex 0 
Maitland 3 Highfields 4 
PREMIER LEAGUE ROUND 20 ROUND 18 
Cringila Lions 42 POSTPONED MATCHES 
Port Kembla 38 ROUND 21 Northem Utd - CringilaLions  - 
White Eagles 36 SATURDAY 29 AUGUST Helensburgh - Wollongong Oly - 
‘Wollongong Olympic 31 
Bulli 28 Bulli 1 Wollongong Oly 1 ROUND 20 
Lysaghts 26  ConistonLions 0 Fembill 1 POSTPONED MATCHES 
Northern United 24 CringilaLions 4 Helensburgh 0 Fernhill 2 Bulli 0 
Kemblawarra 20 Dapto 1 Kemblawarra 2 
Coniston Lions 20. PortKembla 2 Lysaghts 1 RESULTS 
Femhill 19  WhiteEagles 3 NorthemUtd 3 CCringilaLions 1 Kemblawara 1 
Dapto 15 Lysaghts 2 Dapto 2 
Helensburgh 14 Northern United 0 PortKembla 2 


‘The LS.A. as a matter of utmost urgency urges all 
member clubs including thousands of supporters to 
sign a petition to be sent to the NSW Premier Bob 
Carr protesting over the treatment of Soccer Illawarra 
by the Wollongong Showground Trust, making it near 
impossible to use Brandon Park — the home of soccer, 

The Premier is requested to look at the matter and 


QUEENSLAND 
SOCCER FEDERATION 


use his influence to reach a solution. 

The sports fans of Illawarra pay their dues to enable 
the Showground Turest to function. Surely Soccer 
deserves to be treated the same as other codes, leave 
preferences out of it, all of us pay for the upkeep of the 
sports grounds. 

Fans are call upon to voice their disappointment. 


Queensland 


Uni of Qld B i 5 7-36 2B 3 
Mitchelton uM 9 5 10 36 41 32 
The Gap 3 8 4 i al 45 28 
Newmarket B 6 6 Il 2B 4 2 
North Star B 5 3 15 3 44. 18 
Grange Thistle B 4 4 15 20 40 16 
XXXX LEAGUE any 
Newmarket 3 Mitchelton 1 
P W D L GF GAPTS _ PineRivers Utd 2 Uniof Qd 1 
Brisbane City % 18 6 2 66 21 60  GrangeThistle 0 North Star 1 
BrisbaneLions -26-«16:s«4-S«*G SAD. 31«S2—S The Gap 0 Albany Creek 2 
RochedileRov 26 -«'16«2 += «50. 27-50 Baste Subs 0 Bye 0 
Taringa Rovers «26:«'IS:«'SiG BSD 
IPSW Knights % 16 1 9 47 36 49 DIVISION ONE 
Wynnum % 8 4 16 32 45 28 SOUTH 
Mt Gravatt 6 6 7 3 38-47 25 P W D L GF GAPTS 
B’berg Waves 2% 8 1 17 32 54 25  ToowoombaUtd 23 20 1 2 6 16 61 
Gold Coast % 5 6 16 31 57 21 — RockleaUtd B 4 2 7 55 35 4 
Beenleigh % 4 0 2 25 71 12 Capalaba B 0 6 7 4 32 36 
Inala City m4 10 4 10 47 52 34 
ROUND 26 Souths Utd B 8 9 6 % 0 33 
Beenleigh 0 Rochedale Rov 4 Acacia Ridge B 8 2 13 3% 49 2% 
B'berg Waves 2 MtGravatt 1 Olympic Utd B 6 3 14 2 4 2 
Gold Coast 2 IPSW Knights 5 Redlands Utd B 6 3 14 4 68 2 
Brisbane Lions 4 Brisbane City 0 Slacks Creek B 5 4 4B 0 19 
Wynnum 1 Taringa Rovers 2 
slacks Creek “ae 0 
SEE Rocklea Utd 0 Toowoomba Utd ji 
DL GF GAPTS isons 
Easter Subs By Slee sie sh. — a Le neacie Rite i 
Souths Utd 3 Capalaba 0 
Albany Creek Beso 5 A eae i 
PineRiversUd 23 10 8 5 30 20 38 nye Eos 
DIVISION ONE 
Ashfield Bunburn 4 Armadale 0 DIVISION PREMIER 
Wanneroo City 3. Swan IC 0 Joondalup City 4 Kingsway Olympic 2 
Baleatta | Bassenden Caledonians 4 Inglewood Falcons 0 Perth 3 
Southside United 0 Stiting Suns 4 Cockbum City 1 Floreat Athena 2 
Rockingham City 2 Perth City 0 Dianella White Eagles 1 ‘Stirling Macedonia 2 
Queens Park 8 North Lake Espanol 0 Western Knights 3. Bayswater City Panthers 2 
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Victorian 


PARRY SHIELD 
FINALS 
| Eastern United (1) 0 Lilydale(1) 1 
PRESIDENTS CUP 
| GROUP 1 
| Semi-Finals 


North Blackburn (1) 2 McKillop 0 


Churches 


| Association 


GROUPB 
Semi-Finals 
Berwick 2 Mount Evelyn 0. 
PRESIDENTS CUP 
FINAL 
North Blackburn (1) 2. Berwick 0 


| PREMIER LEAGUE 
FIRST SEMI-FINAL 
Campbelltown City 2 _ White City ce 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
SECOND-SEMI FINAL 
WT Birkelle 3. Croydon 3 


STATE LEAGUE Uj23, 
FIRST SEMI-FINAL 
Modbury 1 Western Strikers 0 
STATE LEAGUE U/23 
SECOND SEMI-FINAL 
Noarlunga 0 Salisbury Ud 2 
STATE LEAGUE U/19 
FIRST-SEMI FINAL 
Enfield 0 Modbury 2 


DIVISION ONE 


Kingborough Lions 3 
Metro Claremont 4 


Huon Valley 
Clarence Utd 


ow 


South | 
Australia 


- Tasmania 


STATE LEAGUE Uj19 
SECOND-SEMI FINAL 
2 Adelaide Hill 3 


Noarlunga 


Hobart Olympic 2 
University 0 
Kingston Cannons 7 
Nelson Utd 1 


CCER 
ASMANIA 


COMMONWEALTH BANK CUP 
| CHS FINAL SERIES (Opens Soccer KO) 
| _ Semi Finals — Thursday 3rd Sept ~ 

Seymour Shaw, Miranda 

‘Commonwealth Bank Cup (Open Boys) 

Westfields Sports v Keira 

Kadina (Lismore) v Bossley Park 

Commonwealth Bank Shield (Open Girls) 

Westfields Sports v The Entrance 

Kadina (Lismore) v Cootamundra 

Finals - Friday 4th Sept - Marconi 

Stadium 
6pm Shield 8pm Cup 


BILL TURNER CUP (15 Years and 
| Under Boys Soccer KO) 


Bill Turner Cup 


Final Series 

‘Tuesday 8th September and Wednesday 
9th September 

Semi Finals - Tuesday 8th September 

Cavendish Road (Queensland) v Westfields 
Sports 

Endeavour Sports v Winner Delroy 
Dubbo/Notre Dame Shepparton (Victoria) 

Final and Playoff for Third - Wednesday 
9th September . 

Round 6: Westfields 2-4 Whitebridge 2-2, 
Delroy 2 Daramalan 1, Notre Dame 
Shepparton 1 Keira 0, 

Quarter Final: Westfields 2 All Saints 
Maitland 1. 
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none of you know, the fact is that I regard 

myself a some sort of soccer connoisseur. With 

a team in every European country, my 

‘Monday and Tuesday mornings encompass a 
plethora of internet activity as I check results and tables 
for hours and hours (and am usually late for work) till 1 
get all the information I need to satisfy my soccer habit. 
Ah, information superhighway, without you my life 
would have no meaning, But by far my favourite team, 
the capo di tutti i capi of teams if you will, is Manchester 
United in England. And why I hear you ask? The Red 
Devils they’re called and with a name like that how can 
Tsupport another? Think about it. 

The very first game I remember on TV was the 1997 FA 
Cup Final, Oh, but they were wild times, Disco was 
popular, really bad clothing were the threads to wear, I was 
about to start high school and ... Well that’s all I really 
remember, I was only eleven so there! Anyway. The Red 
Devils put at end to Liverpool’s delusion of a double and 
the heat was on! 

Over the next few years the lure of the Reds got stronger. 
Tt gets into your system and slowly but surely the weekly 
match reports aren't enough, you need to read magazines 
and fanzines and you have to watch them on TV (a lot) and 
you buy videos and you get cable and you stay up nights 
and you buy a ticket and fly to England and you have a 
photo taken with the players and you do lunch at Old 
‘Trafford and you try to kidnap David Beckham and keep 
him for yoursel ... Not that I would now from experience 
but you get the drift. In short, I have become a normal 
(relatively speaking) die-hard fan of Manchester United. 

As much fun as it to support a team it’s ever so much fun 
if you have friends that are also soccer nuts. Or at least to 
have friends. For some reason J could never find any real 
friends so had to do with reasonable approximations, near 
‘acquaintances and innocent bystanders that just happened to 
be at the wrong place at the wrong time. Of the many 
transients, hobos and door-to-door salesmen I have known 
there have been four that have so far lasted the distance. 
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Tales from the Couch 
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A.D. Akratos 


First there’s my bestest amigo Antonio (nickname: 
Banderas) who is a Tottenham supporter and who regarded 
‘Teddy Sheringham as a messiah (where's your messiah 
now, eh?), Gerry (Haircut Kid) who’s a ... wait for it... a 
Watford supporter (see kids what happens when mommy 
smokes, drinks and abuses substances during the third 
trimester, Steve (Mandingo) who's a Liverpool supporter 
(yesterday, all those trophies seem so far way...), another 
Steve (Tomcat) who's a Leeds supporter (but I can’t make 
fun of him coz he's got a gorgeous girlfriend and he can 
beat me up) and numerous cronies, compadres, associated 
riff raff and hangers on called et.al. 

The 80s were largely a barren time for United 
Supporters. A lost League Cup Final to Liverpool (I spit on 
the Reds), two exquisite FA Cup Finals (1983- with the 
scores locked at 2-2 Gary Bailey makes the save of the 
century to keep Brighton out in stopage time and then they 
got smashed 4-0 in the replay while in 1985, a young lad 
called Norman Whiteside scored a supoib(!) Curler from 35 
yards out to do Everton 1-0. Al I have to say is 
.-hahahahahahahahahahahahahha losers!!! But appart 
from these two, so brief moments, unbridled joy was a 
rarely seen phenomenon in my house. 

But it wasn’t all doom and gloom. Liverpool lost an FA 
Cup Final to Wimbledon 1-0 after John Aldridge missed the 
first penalty ever in a final (oh stop, the laughter is killing 
me), Watford lost 2-0 to Everton (and no, Gerry, Luther 
Blissett was not fouled so it wasn’t a penalty!!) and Spurs 
lost 3-2 to Coventry a time they were seeking to extend 
their record for most FA Cups won (a record that now 
belongs to Manchester United). It’s so true. Even when 
Manchester United wasn’t doing so well I could still strut 


around like a big man in town based on the misery of my 
friends. Oh, soccer rivalry, where would my soccer life be 
without memories of my friends crying broken-hearted? 
(More about these guys next week). 

The 90s were very much my DECADE as United ran riot 
with too many championships, FA Cups, League Cups, 
European Cups, Super Cups, FA Cup Youth (you know 
what I mean Gerry) and Charity Shields to count. If the 70s 
belonged to Leeds and the 80s to Liverpool, then the 90s 
were very much United’s as time and time again they 
humbled the pride of England. And they didn’t do too 
shabbily in Europe either. 

If there ever was a player that Was the heart and soul of 
Manchester, it was players such as Duncan Edwards, Bobby 
Charlton, Dennis Law, George Best and Bryan Robson that 
came closest. But for my generation, the peerless player that 
‘was the heart and soul and fire of Manchester United was 
Eric Cantona, Arrogant (remember “au revoir” in the Nike 
commercial), supremely gifted and controversial, Eric 
epitomised the best of the Red Devils. The team had style, 
the team had class and as the next generation of United 
Babes followed the example of the tragic team hat died in 
1958, Eric directed and orchestrated the grand opera that 
made United supreme. 

As a keen fan of the martial arts genre I was initially 
amused by Eric’s antics in the game against Crystal Palace 
(does anybody remember or care?), Kung-fu antics may 
have propelled him into an acting carcer but the 
Establishment was not amused and he was banned for 10 
months, United faltered without Eric and their dreams of a 
double double in consecutive years lay in tatters as they 
were pipped by a point by Blackburn in the league and they 


VICTORIAN KING 
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Jost 1-0 to Everton in the FA Cup Final. 

If a championship ever belonged to a single player then 
surely the season 1996-97 will always be remembered as 
Eric Cantona’s championship season. Like a phoenix he 
arose from the shame of the previous season to steer the 

- United team to glory and in the closing weeks of the season, 
he gloriously scored five times in five consecutive games to 
lead United to five 1-0 wins and ultimately to the league 
championship. 

The FA Cup final was against eternal nemesis Liverpool. 
Two decades ago United had stopped Liverpool from 
achieving the double at the last hurdle and now it was 
payback time. The game was tense and lacking in sparkle, 
but the excitement had reached fever pitch. As 
McManaman wasted chance after chance for Liverpool the 
minutes ticked away. Five minutes to go. Wembley is 
preparing for a extra time, The corner cross comes in, 
Liverpool half clear from fan Rush, the ball falls to Eric 
who takes a step back to balance himself and threads the 
needle in the eye of the hurricane as he sweetly strokes the 
ball through a forest players, past a despairing David James 
and into the Liverpool net. The silence is deafening, 

Sometimes | take the time to laugh at the game because 
when it’s all said and done it is a just game. But every 
decade or so a player comes, who with the sheer force of his 
personality stamps his name all over a club and the game 
and when he is gone, the beautiful game seems a little less 
brilliant, I remember when Pele retired and it was a sad, sad 
day for the game but when Eric retired... 

Old Trafford has been called the Theatre of Dreams and 
for this generation of supporters, Eric was the force behind 
our dreams coming true. He played the game the United 
‘way, with class and style and devil-may-care attitude and 
now that he is gone we will always rember his time with the 
club — a little like Camelot- a brief, shining example of all 
that was good and exciting at United, The King is Dead. 
And to quote Dickens’ 

“It is a far, far better thing that he has done, than 
anything he has done before...”. 
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SEPTEMBER 1 


SUPER LEAGUE 
PRELIMINARY FINAL 


IST U/2LU/I8 
Blacktown City Demons ys Mac Rams 2.0 
Blacktown City vs Eastern Suburbs 3-0 
Blacktown City vs Macarthur Rams 30 


FINAL TABLE 


Games not being playing — St George vs Ryde City (Ist 
Grade/Under 21 Under 18; Eastern Suburbs vs Central Coast 
(Under 21/Under 18); Macarthur Rams vs Bankstown City 
(Under 21/Under 18); Leichhardt Tigers vs Sutherland Sharks 
(1st Grade/Under 21/Under 18); Parramatta Eagles vs 
Bonnyrigg WE (Under 18). 


SUPER LEAGUE 
FIRST GRADE 

P WDE. B.A DIF PTS 
Bonnyrigg WE 2144 4 Sl 2% 27 46 
Blacktonw City 22.13.54 46.25 21 44 
Macarthur Rams DRONA iat 6 id, 29.99. 94 
Canterbury Berries 22 12 4 6 36 30 6 40 
Eastern Suburbs Tie 4.c1050; 38-7 37 
Parramatta Eagles 22 11 4 7 48 34 14 37 
Bankstown City 28, 48) 9:6 S18 536,-93.933.290: 
Leichhardt Tigers = 21 «8 46 7 32 32 0 30 
Sutherland Shire 214 6 IW 17 37 -20 18 
Central Coast 22 4 4 14 2 45 -19 16 
Ryde City Gunners 21 3 6 12 21 40 -19 15 
‘St Geroge Saints 201 4 «16 «17 56 -39 7 

UNDER 21 

PWD. bP <A DIE PIS: 
Bonnyrigg WE DEY TEES 73216. 993 753) (53 
Parramatta Bagless 22 16 2 4 52 26 26 50 
Blacktown City 22 14 4 4 54 31 23 46 
Macarthur Rams 21°93 2 6 52 2 28 41 
Eastern Suburbs ZY NEG. 945 29. 16 “37: 
St George Saints 21.9 2 10 34 43 -9 29 
Canterbury Berries 22 8 2 12 35 41 6 26 
Leichhardt Tigers 21.07 4 «10 37 St 4 25 
Bankstown City 21.6 63 12 31 43-1221 
Ryde CityGunners 21 4 3 14 25 55 -30 15 
Sutherland Shire 24 2 15 24 60 -36 14 
Central Coast 21.2 4 «15 24 73 49 10 

UNDER 18 

PWS DeE -F A DIF PTS 
ParramattaEagles 21 16 4 1 53 10 43 52 
Bankstowa City 21413 5 3 47 18 28 44 
Blacktown City 22:13 4 5 46 20 26 43 
Macarthur Rams BUSI S'S 95 22. 13 38: 
Ryde City Gunners 21 10 5 6 32 26 6 35 
Leichhardt Tigers 21 8 6 7 36 34 2 30 
Bonnyrigg WE. 2.069 3 9 41 «40 «+1 #30 
Eastern Suburbs WT 85 38523) 28 
St George Saints RP Geo3. 10.938'-36) -*2 23 
Central Coast 2p S254 Wy 25 40° -15 13 
Canterbury Berries 22 2 4 16 15 57 -42 10 
Sutherland Shire 21 1 4 16 15 78 -63 7 

DIVISION ONE 
PRELIMINARY FINAL 
IST U/21U/18 
Fairfield Bulls vs Manly Warringah 32 
Manly Warringah vs Fairfield Bulls Bl 
Illawarra Lions vs Stanmore Hawks 42 
FINAL TABLE 


Games not being played — Belmore vs Penrith (Ist 
Grade/Under 21/Under 18); Illawarra vs Rockdale City (1st 
Grade/Under 21/Under 18); Hurstville City vs Bathurst ‘75 
(1st Grade/Under 21). 


FEDERATION - 
DIVISION ONE 
FIRST GRADE 


D 
Fairfield Bulls B19 5 
Hurstville City 25 18 2 
Stanmore Hawks 26 16 2 
Manly Warringah 26 12 7 
Auburn United 26 ‘11 6 
Pentith Panthers 25 10-5 
Rockdale City Suns 25 10 5 
Moorebank Sports 26 9 6 
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RAMS 
BERRIED! 


By John Economos 


LACKTOWN CITY’s experienced midfield 

architect Steve Berry scored a valuable goal in 

each half last Sunday at Jensen Park to defeat 

Macarthur Rams 2-0 in the NSW Super League 
Preliminary Final. Berry’s heroic deeds have catapulted 
his team into this Sunday's Grand Final to be played at 
Marconi Stadium against minor league champions 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles. 

Berry scored his first in the 33rd minute as he rounded 
Macarthur’s goalkeeper John Crawley afier he latched onto a 
‘feed’ from midfielder Damien Smith that sliced open the 
Rams' defence. 

Just three minutes after the break Berry doubled 
Blacktown’s lead when he busted clear and exhibited the 
composure of a striker to coolly finish off. 

But it wasn’t one way traffic as Macarthur did dominate the 
first session but Blacktown's resilient defensive work, 
especially by the industrious midfield quartet of Paul Yates, 
Damien Smith, Berry and Damien Brown, soaked up all 
pressure thrust at them. 

In the 26th minute, following a corner from the right, 
Macarthur’s reliable sweeper Dion Valle rose high to crack a 
powerful header well on target, but and excellent flying save 
by Blacktown’s goalie Femando Greco denied him joy. 

Two minutes later Blacktown again escaped from jail when 
a defender, under severe threat by Macarthur’s striker Eric 
Williams, panicked him to make a quick and short back pass to 
goalkeeper Greco, which the referee failed to spot. 

An injury to Macarthur’s attacking right midfielder Daniel 
Cummins forced him off the pitch tem minutes before the 
break and was replaced by Matthew O'Shea. 

With Cummins off Macarthur lost much valuable attacking 
width which suited Blacktown fine. 

O'Shea in the 51st minute showed greater enterprise when 
he exploded a screamer from 30 metres that forced a desperate 
Greco to barely tip over. 

Blacktown looked as if they would treble the scoreline in 
the 74th minute as the advanced defender Ben Blake broke 
into the box, but his vicious low drive on target was brilliantly 
blocked by Crawley's outstretched leg. 

Best performers for Blacktown were Berry, central marker 
Damien Foxe and Blake whilst Macarthur's outstanding 
performance came from lateral defender Dion Valle. 

Blacktown’s ‘double-scorer’ Berry who is expected to sign 
up for David Mitchell’s Sydney United, stated after the match: 
“T've agreed to terms with United even though Newcastle was 
after me as well, but with my work commitments in Sydney 
and my wife expecting a baby in November, I think I should 
stay in Sydney. For me It’s another chance to do it in the 
NSL”, ended the midfielder. 

BLACKTOWN CITY: Greco Foxe, Langan, 
Holst(Robertson 70th), Blake Yates (Cutler 65th), Smith, 
Berry, Brown Angelucci (Cleary 74th), Boudaher. 

MACARTHUR RAMS: Crawley Lloyd, Valle, Kerr 
Cummins (O’Shea 35th), Rastell, Reid, Lord (Macerola 46th) 
O'Connell Williams, Whiddett (Minol 72nd). 

Scorer: Berry 33rd and 48th for Blacktown City. 

Referee: B.Hugo. 


Tilawarra Lions 25.18 8.19 gal sO 532. 
Bathurst “75 28 7:10 2% 34 8 31 
AC United 2% 6 8 10 52 48 6 30 
Hills United 2% 5 5 16 29 59 -30 20 
Mt Pritchard 2 4 5 16 33 57 -24 17 
Belmore Hercules 25 3 6 16 24 6) -37 15 
UNDER 21 

P W DL fF A DIFPIS 
Hills United 6 16 6 4 S56 21 35 54 
Manly Warringah 26 15 6 5 55 23 27 SI 
Fairfield Bulls 2 14 7 4 76 30 46 49 
Moorebank Sports 26 12 10 4 52 34 18 46 
AC United 2612 9 5S 46 51 15 45 
Rockdale CitySuns 25 12 5 8 70 48 22 41 
Penrith Panthers 25 11 7 7 45 32° 1140. 
Mt Pritchard 25 10 3 12 57 52 5 33 
Bathurst “75 23 9 6 10 40 37° 3 33 
Stanmore Hawks. 2 10 3 15 41 52 -1 33 
Auburn United 2% 8 3 14 58 76 -18 50 
Hurstville City 23 9 2 14 53 65 -22 29 
Belmore Hercules 25 4 3 18 26 68 -41 15 
Mlawarra Lions 25 0 0 25 19 119 -100 0 


UNDER 18 

PW D LF A DPR 
Bathurst ‘75 26 17 3 56525... S157: 
Manly Warringah 26 «16 5 5 61 23 38 53 
Mlawarra Lions 25 16 S 6° 78 39,3951) 
Stanmore Hawks 2616 3 7 52 30 22 SI 
AC United 26 14 4 8 63 36 27 46 
Moorebank Sports 26 14 3 9 $2 33 19 45 
Hills United Moi? 8 6 $2.35 17 44 
Fairfield Bulls 333.9 4 37 5 4 
MtPritchard 2 12 3.10 43 30 15 59 
Penrith Panthers 25 AD) +3), 1, BO 52, 836: 
Rockdale City Suns 25 5 5 15 46 61 -I5 20 
Belmore Hercules 25 4 1 20 31 80 -49 13 
Hurstville City 2% 1 5 W 3 87 4.8 
Aubum United 26. 0 4 22 20 98 -18 4 

FINAL TABLE 


Games no being played — Hurstville ZSC vs Parramatta City 
(Under 21/Under 18); Hadjuk Wanderers vs Sydney District 
(Under 21), 

Games still to be played (after the finals) — Hurstville ZSC vs 
Parramatta City (1st Grade); Gladesville United ys Ameliffe 
Scots (Ist Grade). 


FEDERATION DIVISION 

TWO 

FIRST GRADE 

P WDL EF A ODIFPTS 
Hajduk Wanderers 22 17 5 0 64 14 50 56 
Dulwich Hill 2.175 0 61 16 45 56 
HurstvilleZSC_ -21«13-:«S- «3 50 27-23 44 
Ameliffe Scots 2110 2 9 44 39 5 32 
Sydney District 22 10 1 11 31 42 -Il 31 
Greystanes 2 9 3 10 53 40 3 30 
Alexander Warriors 22 8 2 12 40 47 7 23 
Uni of NSW 2 8 1 13 2% 50 24 2 
MtDnuittTown 22 5 6 22 34 44 -10 21 
Gladesville United 21 4 5 12 31 54 -23 17 
Liverpool City 2 4 4 14 2 4 -B 16 
Parramatta City 21. «4 «3-«(14-«226- 54-28 15 


* Alexander Warriors deducted 3 points 


* Uni of NSW deducted 3 points 
UNDER 21 

P WODtL F A DEPTS 
Hajduk 22:19 0 3 10 16 94 57 
Greystanes Boe oss adeee 22° $5 
Dulwich Hill 22°13 495 59 25 34 43 
Mt Dnuitt Town, 2.13 4 5 58 30 28 43 
Uni of NSW 21°10 38 32 28-4 33 
Hurstville ZSC 21.8 1 «12 39 50-11 25 
Liverpool City 2 6 6 10 49 53 4 %4 
Gladesville United 22 5 5 12 32 53 -21 20 
Sydney District 22.5 4 13 20 68 -48 19 
Parramatta City ATS 5a 13 520.354! 25,18 
Ameliffe Scots 22.5 3 14 23 61 -38 18 
Alexander Warriors 21 5 2 14 27 62 -35 17 


UNDER 18 


Pp 
Mt Druitt Town 22 
Hajduk Wanderers 22 
Sydney District 22 


Ww 

20 

7 107 15 92 54 

16 
Liverpool City 22 15 

12 

abt 

9 

8 

6 

5 

3 

0 


2 

‘Se 1ST 727) 78049) 
4 49 16 33 48 
8 61 25 36 38 
26 30 35 
44 49° 5B 
12 52 31 MN 26 
16 26 106 -80 18 
14.23 53-20 17 
18 22 59 -37 10 
22 4 «+159 -155 0 


Gladesville United 22 
Greystanes 22 
Parramatta City 2 
Dulwich Hill 22 
Amcliffe Scots 22 
Hurstville ZSC 21 
Uni of NSW 22 
Alexander Warriors 22 
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FEDERATION DIVISION THREE 
FIRST GRADE 

PW ODL F A DIFPTS 
Sydney University 21 14 3 4 65 30 35 45 
Maroubra United 22 13 2 7 6 45 23 41 
CamdenTigers 22:12:55 «58 «4513 
Colo Colo 2 13 1 8 41 34 7 40 
Glebe Wanderers 22 Il 5 6 41 36 5 38 
Trasandinos 8 6 7 4 36 2 30 
Hakoah 21 8 2 Il 38 44 6 26 
Prospect United 22 7 3 12 38 46 -8 24 
White City 2 6 6 6 W ® 61 -24 
Flamencos 27 213 40 4 6 2 
GvilleGreenisland 22 6 5 11 Si 56 -IS 23 
Hawkesbury City 2) 5 0 16 31 53 -2 15 
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Pe WDE ESA DIF PES: 
Flamencos DDS Eo 55059) 29" 30" 4p 
Glebe Wanderers 2 14 4 4 42.19 23 46 
Prospect United Ql 4 Fh. 3622 14537 
White City 2 12 9 57 44 1335 
‘Trasandinos Ze AAO) 4) TS BBISSe 3 34 
Sydney University 21 9 6 6 40 28 12 33 
Camden Tigers TS res aes en me 2 
Colo Colo 220 8e5 3 Oh 35 “5217 Yh 
Hakoah 21 6 4 Il 33 48 -15 22 
Maroubra United 22-6 En3 1S ealb 535 292 21 
Granville Greenisland 22. 5 4 13 23 47 -25 19 
Hawkesbury City 21,4 <3 14-17 39, -22 15 

FEDERATION DIVISION 
FOUR 
FIRST GRADE 

PWD. EF. A: -DIFPTS. 
Prairiewood United 24 15 8 1 69 29 40 53 
Fraser Park 21:16 4 «1 64 18 46 52 
Nepean District OST STS) 2 38. 
Sydney Crescent Star 23 11 4 8 52 43 -1 37 
Holy Cross Ryde. 20 110). Sine 5) 61824 ES: 
Marrickville 22,9 8 5 53» 2616-34 
St Josephs: 23 9 6 8 36 40 -4 33 
Fairfield City Kings 20 9 5 6 38 25 13 29 
CSI Schofields 22.9 2-11 40 42-229 
Springwood 23° 8 4 «MW 48 50 2 28 
Balmain Tigers 23; 56" "S12" 9 30e4de 25 oh23i 
United Eagles 22 4 8 10 30 52 -12 20 
Lithgow Workmen's 23 4 1 18 26 75 -48 13 
Earlwood Hermes 21 1 1 19 16 86 -70 4 
**Fairfield City deducted 3 points 

SECOND GRADE 

PW DL F A DIFPIS 
Nepean District 416-4 5 73 17 56 52 
Fraser Park 2°15 6 1 56 24 32 51 
Springwood 28 <2 Seopa sae 03 330241 
Holy Cross Ryde 2112 5 4 44 22 22 41 
Balmain Tigers 23m 5h ST21 3040) 
Prairiewood United 24 10 5 9 60 45 15 35 
CSI Schofields 23 10 4 9 46 40 6 34 
Marrickville 22 N03 9 46 AY 5. 38 
St Josephs 22°94 9 “57 52) 3 31 
Lithgow Workmen's 24 3.13.46 68 -22 27 
Fairfield City Kings 20 6 5 9 35 47 -12 23 
United Eagles 22:5 3 14 40 83 -43 18 
Sydney Crescent Star 24 5 0 19 39 110 -71 15 
Earlwood Hermes 24 3 0 21 19 72 -53 9 
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FEDERATION DIVISION FIVE 
PW, DEL FAs DERE 
Eastern Creek Pioneer 18 17 12 4 1 44 18 26 
Auburn Star 18 10 6 2 37 16 21 36 
White Valley Test oS 25 23 Dino) 
AVA United 1a 4_ 7. 30 35° Asi 
Bossy 18 6 6 6 31 34 -3 24 
Sporting SCC 19 6. 5 (8-35 38. 323 
Homenetmen 18g Geese PBB 53) 593, 
Racing J ae has) Hey Fes Me | 
Kosciusko HPSS 2 AN 38290! 
Liverpool Olympic 19 3 8 8 831 33 -2 17 
Liverpool Warriors 18 1 2 15 17 60 43 5 
** Kosciuszko deducted 7 points 
SECOND GRADE 
P WODL F A DEPTS 
Liverpool Warriors 19 12 3 5 56 23 33 39 
AVA United 18 12 2 4 41 18 23 38 
Aubum Star 18 1)-3 4 56.29 27 36 
White Valley 1 11 3 4 49 30 19 36 
EastemCrk Pioneer 17 11 2 4 45 25 20 35 
Sporting SCc 18), 9 Disati 510-35 ego 
Racing 18 6 2.10 4 41 2 20 
Kosciusko Ms Bay) 50) Is aie 
Homenetmen 18 4 3 MW 31 52 -21 15 
Liverpool Warriors 18 2 2 14 Il S8 -47 8 
Bossy 7,2 «1 «14 «13:62 49 7 
WOMENS STATE LEAGUE — 
DIVISION ONE FIRST GRADE 
PW DL, F A DIFPTS 
NNSWINST/Acdmy 18 16 2 0 93 8 8 SO 
NNSWITC/Acdmy 18 14 3 1 63 11 52 45 
Marconi Farifield 1611453 8217 65 C37" 
Sydney United 18 11 2 5 62 26 46 35 
Sutherland Sharks 18 10 4 4 4 47 25 22 
UWS Macarthur - 18 6 1 11 38 71 -33 19 
GladesvilleRavens 17 6 1 10 27 60 -33 19 
Moorebank Sports 16 2 0 14 Il 66 -5S 6 
Nepean Panthers 15 1 2 12 16 80 -64 5 
Eastern Suburbs 18 10 117 7 92 5 1 
SECOND GRADE 
BR WeeD -L F(A (DIF PTS: 
NNSWICT/Academy 18 14 2 2 64 15 49 44 
Marconi Fairfield 18/43" 2°23) S573 Asay 
Sutherland Sharks 18 13 1 4 76 17 59 40 
Sydney United 18 11.3.4 57 17 40 36 
GladesvilleRavens 17 10 3 4 46 23 23 33 
Eastern Suburnbs 18enGine4) 8| 23 23 | OF oe: 
NSWINST/Academy 18 7 0 Il 44 37 7 21 
Moorebank Spots 16 2 0 14 7 59 -52 6 
‘Nepean Panthers 1 2 0 13 10 83 -73 6 
UWS Macarthur 18 1 1 16 6 103 -97 4 


Sunday September 6 


GRAND FINAL 
MARCONI STADIUM 


BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES 


VS 


BLACKTOWN CiTy DEMONS 
KICK-OFF 3.00pm 
U/21 - Bonnyrigg White Eagles vs Blacktown City Demons - 12.30pm 
U/18 - Parramatta Eagles vs Blacktown City Demons - 10.30am 


FIRST DIVISION - 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 


ABSW would 


* ROUND 21 ** ROUND 23 *** ROUND 20 
G/I3G/14 G/ISG/6 like to 
*Neweastle Breakers vs Manly Warringah?-3 0.0 2.0 4.0 ' 
*Wollongong City vs Leichhardt Tigers 1-2 4.0 1-4 2-1 
**Blacktown City vs Macarthur Rams 0-0 3-1. 2-2. 3+1 thank this 
**Marconi Fairfield vs Sydney United 1-1 0-0 1-0 2-2 - 
**Newcastle Breakers vs Sydney Olympicl-1 0-5 1-1 4-1 week's 
**Sydney United vs Wollongong City 1-0 0-1 
***Parramatta Eagles vs Marconi Fairfield 00 sponsors 
GRADE 13 
P W DL F A ODIFPTS and 
Sydney Olympic 26 23-2 «1 «77:*18 59 71 
Sutherland Assoc 26 14 6 6 47 32 15 48 . 
Parramatta Eagles 26 14 6 6 42 28 14 48 advertisers: 
Gladesville Homsby 26 14 5 7 49 28 21 47 
Sydney United 26 13 4 9 45 49 -4 43 : 
MacarthurRams 26 «11 9 6 41 28 13 42 ¢ Rialto 
SouthemDisticts 26 12 6 8 42 43 -1 42 ; 
Easter Suburbs 26:10 2:«(14-35 «40-332 Furniture 
Newcastle Breakers 26 8 5 13 37 43 6 29 
Leichhardt Tigers 25 9 1 15 39 46 -7 28 
WollongongCity 26 6 8 12 36 4 4 2 | |° ACT Soccer 
Manly Warringsh 26 «6 «5 15 26 57 31 23 je 
Blacktown City 26 4 6 16 16 39 -23 18 Federation 
Marconi Fairfield 25 3 3 19 20 61 41 12 ° Alfa 
GRADE 14 Travel 
PW DL F A ODIFPTS 
Southem Districts 26 20 4 2 73 2 SI 64 | Jo j 
Sydney Olympic 26 19 4 3 76 20 56 61 Media Press 
Gladesville Hornsby 26 19 4 3 67 25 42 61 Pty Ltd 
BlackiownCity 26 16 3 6 43 23 20 54 
Sutherland Assoc 26 14 4 8 52 35 17 46 | le 
MacarthurRams 26 13S 8 47 28 19 44 NSW Socce 
WollongongCity 25 13 5 7 48 33 15 44 Federation 
Sydney United 259 «5 11 29:2 3 32 
Newcastle Breakers 26 8 6 12 31 51 20 30 | Jo 
Leichhardt Tigers 25 8 5 12 32 46 -14 29 Pascoe Vale 
Parramatta Eagles 26 4 4 18 14 31 -37 16 | | Sports Scene 
Manly Warringah 26 3 4 19 12 64 -52 13 
Eastern Suburbs 26-2 «3 31 ‘18 69 -S51 9 ° je 
MarconiFairfield 25 1 4 20 6 49 -43 7 SH ae 
GRADE 15 
¢ Frank Farina 
PW DL F A ODIFPTS B | 
Sydney Olympic 26 18 4 4 74 27 47 58 ook "My 
Parramatta Eagles 26 18 4 4 57 29 28 38 
Gladesville Hornsby 26 16 7 3 63 18 45 55 World Is 
Leichhardt Tigers 25 17 2 6 85 39 46 53 Round" 
Newcastle Breakers 26 16 2 8 62 35 27 30 
MarconiFairfeld 25 14 5 6 45 26 19 47 
Blacktown City 25 13 6 6 50 37 13 45 
Sutherland Assoc 26 8 5 13 43 57 -Id 29 Sydney 
Southem Districts. 26 8 2 16 39 59 -19 26 United 
MacarthurRams 26-58 13 26 52 26 23 
Sydney United 25 5 4 16 22 41 -19 19 
Manly Warringah 26 3 9 14 27 60 -33 18 F 
Fastem Suburbs 26 «4 «2 «20 20 87 -67 14 *Brazil 
Wollongong City 24 3 2 19 19 66 -47 II Academy 


NSW SOUTH WALES SOCCER FEDERATION LIMITED ‘agg 


TOP FIYE SERIES 


SECOND DIVISION - 


Saturday September 5 
GRAND FINAL - GABBIE STADIUM 
HURSTVILLE CITY MINOTAURS 
vs 
FAIRFIELD BULLS 
KICK-OFF 3.00pm 


U/21 - Hills United vs Manly Warringah — 12,30pm 
U/18 - Bathurst '75 vs Illawarra Lions — 10.30am 


Saturday September 5 


TOP FOUR SERIES _ 


GRAND FINAL - ERNIE SMITH RESERVE 
HajDuK WANDERERS 
vs 
HurstTVvit_e ZSC 
KICK-OFF 3.00pm. 
U/21 - Hajduk Wanderers vs Greystanes - 12.30pm 


U/18 — Mt Druitt Town vs Hajduk Wanderers — 10.30am 
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AUSSIES IN 


SCORELESS 


DRAW TO KICK OFF TOUR 


ustralia’s Matildas played out a nil-all draw 

against North Korea before a crowd of 

58,000 enthusiastic fans last Saturday 

‘afternoon, kicking off their three test series 
at Pyongyang’s National Stadium. 

The huge mass of supporters showered the Aussies 
with a particularly warm welcome, cheering as the team 
lined up in the centre of the arena, Responding with a 
wave back to the audience, the locals let out an even 
louder cry for the visitors. 

‘The Australians struggled in the 30 degree heat and 
humidity, having travelled straight from a Canberra 
winter, and consequently looked quite below par in the 
early stages of the game. 

It soon became evident to the Matildas how the 
unknown North Korean outfit had qualified for the 1999 
World Cup as Asia’s number two team. Very strong and 
physical, the host nation was fast, technically good on 
the ball with a solid short-passing game. 

‘The Matildas improved their game once they had 
settled after the sluggish start, and played the ball around 
more freely, gradually starting to take some control of 
proceedings, However the chances that were created 
were not finished well. 

‘The disciplined North Korean side played the offside 
trap particularly well, catching out their opponents 
numerous times, an area where the Australians should 
have been smarter. Five fresh substitutes were utilised, 
the reason for the better second half according to 
National Coach Greg Brown. The use of replacements 
off the bench will continue with all twenty players to 
gain as much time on the pitch as possible as Australia 
prepares for the World Cup Qualifiers in October. 

Coming closest to scoring for Australia was striker 
Katrina Boyd in the first period, and substitute Kim 
Revell after half-time. Neither team found an easy path 
to goal, the game dominated by well-organised backlines 
and close marking in midfield. North Korea pressured 
and won several freekicks around the goal area, but 
Australian goalkeeper Belinda Kitching answered each 
challenge with authority. 

‘The first ever meeting between the two nations tuned 
out to be a tough, tense encounter, with no goals at the 
end of the ninety minutes. Best for Australia were 
sweeper Traci Bartlett, midfielders Sarah Cooper and 
Cheryl wry, along with Kitching in goal. 

Brown was very happy with the first-up performance, 
Australia’s first international since last November's 2-1 
win over Olympic silver medallists China. 

‘The match marked captain Sonia Gegenhuber’s 50th 
full international cap, placing her second on the all-time 
Australian records behind teammate Anissa Tann-Darby 
on 55. 

“Our biggest opponent was the heat,” said Brown 
soon after the game. “There were also some very 
dubious refereeing decisions which made things difficult. 
Twas really happy with the game. It was a good physical 
battle, and in the end it was great competition for us in 
very trying conditions and in front of a big crowd.” 

“North Korea is a really good team. I can see why 
they gave China a run for their money, and they'll be a 


Cheryl Salisbury (above) 
and Traci Bartlett (below) 


force in the World Cup. They're quite a tall side, bigger 
and stronger than China.” 

‘The Australians are confident of a better result in the 
next clash today (Tuesday). “It’s good to get the first one 
out of the way, and everything points to a really good 
second match,” added Brown. “We need to be more 
cohesive, use the ball a lot better, and early on we didn’t 
have a lot of movement off the ball. We must also close 
their players down quicker,” he said. 


Australia: Kitching, Bartlett, Tann-Darby (Swaffer 
75), Gegenhuber, Starr, Salisbury, Youman (Forman 64), 
Peters (Revell 64), Cooper, Boyd (Hughes 70), Murray 
(Ferguson 75). 

Test matches 2 and 3 at Pyongyang's National 
Stadium: 

Tuesday 1 September: 4pm (Spm AEST) 

Friday 4 September : 4pm (Spm AEST) 


FIVE STAR TREATMENT 


he Aussie contingent has communicated 
nothing but good reports since their 
departure from Australia, despite the 
concerns voiced by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 

The Matildas were welcomed at the Pyongyang airport 
by the Swedish ambassador and the liaison from DPR 
Korea Football Association who have displayed constant, 
‘warm hospitality. 

The five-star Koryo Hotel is more than comfortable 
and the Wester food has been served up in abundance. 

With four days to prepare for the first match, the 
Matildas trained mornings and afternoons, the North 
Korean coaches and team regularly watching from the 
stands. The opportunity to view the home team on the 
training pitch was naturally not reciprocated, but 
‘Australian officials sought to find out as much as possible 
about their opponents through discussions and meetings 
before the first match. The North Korean team staff were 
happy to oblige with the sharing of information. 

‘Women's soccer was introduced fourteen years ago in 


North Korea as a government initiative. The National 
Team placed second in the 1993 Asian Championship, 
and were of course also runners-up last year to qualify for 
the World Cup. The team lives and works together in full- 
time preparation for the Asian Games in November. 

Asked to compare themselves to Asia’s other World 
Cup nations, National Coach Mr Myong explained that 
China is faster and technically superior to his team and 
Japan. He revealed North Korea's strength is a better 
team spirit, the model of co-operation and teamwork. His 
players range in age from sixteen to 28, and none are 
married. He added that they are regularly pursued by 
young men, but the priority is football until their career is 
over. 

North Korea’s key players according to Myong are 
striker Jo Jung-Ran, fullback Li Ae-Jyong, and Kim Sun- 
Hui who is regarded as one of the leading defenders in 
Asia. 2 

Myong told of his excitement about the matches as 
they are very keen for the opportunity to play against 
taller teams. 


YOUTH TITLES SET 
TO BE A CRACKER 


eptember has crept up on us again, meaning 
we can look forward to the National Youth 
Championship which this year promises to 
bea cracker of a tournament. 

Seven teams ACT, NSW, Northern NSW, 
Queensland, hosts SA, Victoria, and WA will 
converge on Elizabeth City Soccer Club headquarters 
in the outer suburbs of Adelaide. 

‘The Youth Titles of recent times have produced the 
most exciting displays of top level football, and this 
year’s standard will be 
raised another notch. 

Apart from the 
traditional rivalries, there 
will be the added 
anticipation of striving for 
a place on the re- 
established Australian 
Youth Team, set to tour 
Germany and The 
Netherlands for a fortnight 
at the end of next month. 

The 16-member 
National U19 Team will be 
selected soon after the 
week of the titles. National 
Youth Coach Chris Tanzey 
and Assistant Coach Jane 
Oakley will assemble the 
team at the AIS in 
Canberra for three days prior to the 21 October 
departure. 

‘The championship brings together the best young 
products of the State academy/institute programs, with 
all but WA boasting a hoard of talent complete with 
Ansett national league experience. Forecasting a 
winner is a very tough call. 


coach, named 18 players to represent the 

United States during the U.S. Women's Cup 
in September. The tournament beginning Sept. 
12 in Boston, Mass., when U.S. takes on Mexico at 
Foxboro Stadium. 

The match will be part of a doubleheader Major 
League Soccer's New England Revolution and 
Columbus Crew. 

‘The four-team, six-match international tournament 
also features Russia, which qualified last weekend for 
a playoff series against Finland for a berth in the 1999 
FIFA Women's World Cup, and Brazil, the 

CONMEBOL region representative for USA '99. 
The United States won the 1994, '95, '96 and ‘97, U.S. 

5, 


T= DiCicco, U.S. women’s national team 


a 


Cup tournaments, defeating Norway for the title in ‘94 
and '95, beating China, 1-0, in '96 and defeating Italy, 
2-0, in'97 at RFK Stadium. 

The USS. has a record of 17-1-2 (with 13 shutouts) 
and has outscored its opponents 65-9 so far in '98. 
Forward Mia Hamm (pictured above) has scored 34 
goals in the last 33 matches over 1997 and ‘98. 

Because the tournament is being played in the fal, 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


j F per 
AVSA time, 
NSW in particular will 


second on the team behind Hamm. 


Champions ACT will defend their title with 
confidence, no less than nine of their 1997 team back 
to do it all again. The win was their first ever at Youth 
level, continuing on their merry way after their 1995 
and 1996 Junior victories. 

However they will need to overcome a Victorian 
outfit focussed on revenge, Last year’s hosts sailed 
through the round-robin matches undefeated, only to 
go down to the ACT in the final on a penalty shootout. 
The Vics too will field nine of that 1997 group next 
week. 

Last year’s finalists were 
clearly the two gun teams, 
with a five point buffer 
between them and the 
remaining States, That only 
means that Queensland, 
NSW, and Northern NSW 
will be hungry for a much 
better performance this 


not want a repeat of their 
last attempt, when they 
recorded their worst ever 
performance at Nationals in 
placing fourth, 

2 Home team SA makes 
their return to the Youth 
event, and also have the 

pedigree to challenge for the medals in front of their 

local supporters, WA have a young combination who 
will gain much from the experience of playing their 
more favoured opposition, 

‘The action kicks off this Sunday at Elizabeth City, 
with the final scheduled for the following Saturday, 


WORLD NEWS 


the USA will be without its college players, most 
notably North Carolina's Tiffany Roberts (67 caps), 


Cindy Parlow (42) and Lorrie Fair (33). 

All 11 starters from the 1996 Olympic gold medal 
team will be available, Forward Tiffeny Milbrett, 
should record her 100th cap in the USA's second 
match against Russia at Frontier Field in Rochester, 
N.Y. on Sept. 18. 

DiCicco has called in forward Robin Confer, who 
was recently named the MVP of the W-League Final 
Four in Boston, leading the Raleigh Wings to the title. 

DiCicco will also give a first look to midfielder Jill 
Rutten, A star at North Carolina State from 1986-91, 
the 30-year old Rutten has played professional soccer 
in Japan, Germany, Italy and Sweden. 


DiCicco also named defender Kate Sobrero, who: 
has just nine caps, but started the Goodwill Games 
gold medal match against China, as well as defenders 
Sara Whalen and Christie Pearce who have emerged 
this year to give depth and versatility to the U.S. team, 
DiCicco also named Debbie Keller, who is having a 
breakthrough year and has scored 11 goals to stand 


' 
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UNIT 2/3 PHIPPS CLOSE, DEAKIN, ACT. 2600 


PH: 06 260 4000 FAX: 06 260 4999 


Information Line: 1902 220 074 (Calis charged at 50c min — higher rates for mobile public telephones) 
Internet Home Page HTTP: www.ACTSF.ORC.AU 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


Sunday, September 6, 2pm 
Major Semi Final- 


Monaro vy 
Belconnen United v 


Belconnen United = TBA 
Monaro 


Minor Semi Final 


Canberra Olympic v Capital City Suns Woden Park 


Division Two 
Round 21 Saturday, August 29 


Defence Academy vy O'ConnorKnights Addison Road 
ANU Vv White Eagles North Oval 
Burs Club y  ‘Tuggeranong Utd Kabah Oval 
No 2 (2) 
Canberra Defence y Cooma RMC Oval 
Firsts 3pm, Under 23 1pm 
Division One (Final) 
Monaro 1 Belconnen United 4 
University of Canberra 3 Canberra City 2 
Capital City Suns 1 Canberra Deakin 3 
Weston Creek Royals 2 Canberra Olympic 1 
Gungahlin Juventus 5 Queanbeyan City 2 
Rew SDall DekcAnes 
Belconnen United 18 13 4 0 1 53 18 47 
Monaro peer 02 30 2h Ay 
Canberra Olympic 18 11 2 0 5 43 26 37 
Capital City Suns Reese dm eh G38) 32. 3) 
Weston Creek Royals 18 8 3 0 7 34 38 30 
Gungahlin Juventus 18 7 3 2 5 40 31 29 
Canberra Deakin 18 5S 4 1 8 24 29 24 
Queanbeyan City 18 5 2 0 11 38 55 19 
Canberra City 1 4 2 0 12 31 44 16 
University of Canberral8 1 4 0 13:17 63 11 
Golden Boot (after Round 18) 
Scott Manson Belconnen United 17 
Marko Perinovi Belconnen United 16 
Steve Lauzari Weston Creek Royals 15 
Matt Valeri Gungahlin Juyentus 10 
Matt Whyte Belconnen United 10 
Peter Buljan Capital City Suns 9 
Daniel Macor Monaro 9 
George Cattanach Gungahlin Juventus 9 


Under 23: Monaro 3 Belconnen United 2, University of 
Canberra 2 Canberra City 2, Capital City Suns 2 Canberra 
Deakin 9, Weston Creek Royals 5 Canberra Olympic 0, 


Gugahlin Juventus 8 Queanbeyan City 0. 


Points: Gungahlin Juventus 48, Belconnen United 37, 
University of Canberra 32, Canberra Deakin 31, Weston 
Creek Royals 29, Capital City Suns 28, Canberra City 24, 


Monaro 15, Canberra Olympic 12, Queanbeyan City 11. 
Youth: Capital City Suns | Belconnen Strikers 3, 


Greenway Oval 


By Grakam Cooke 


BRUCE AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 


he renovated Bruce Stadium will be 
complete early next year, some 18 
months before it is required for the 
Olympic Games soccer tournament, ACT 
Chief Minister Kate Carnell promised last week. 

She was speaking after the first official meeting of 
Canberra’s Olympic task force, a collection of soccer 
people, bureaucrats, police and community 
representatives who will take change of the city’s 
participation in the Games tournament. 

Carnell said the Government has made $4.5 
million available to promote the Olympics in 
Canberra. 

“We believe it will bring a huge boost to 
Canberra’s economy,” she said. “As a soccer fan 1 
‘am pleased to be able to support the sport.” 

‘The chairmanship of the task force hds been given 
to the man responsible for organising the highly- 
successful Australian Masters Games in Canberra 


Nee : 
Launch of Canberra's Olympic taskforce. 


Chief Minister Kate Carnell speaks at the 
lunch. 


last year, Keith Bradley. He said the fact Olympic 
soccer is coming to Canberra, as well as Brisbane, 
Adelaide and Melbourne, is a clear indication the 
event belongs to Australia, and not just Sydney, 

He said the first step will be the recruitment and 
training of volunteers. “This will not be a success 
without the input of the community.” 

He believes the event should be marketed as 
“Canberra’s Olympic experience”. It will consist of 
Six sessions of football — five double headers made 
up of a women’s match followed by a men’s in the 
preliminary rounds, plus a stand-alone women’s 
semi-final 

Asked if he thought Bruce Stadium’s new 40,000- 
capacity (25,000 permanent seats plus 15,000 
temporary) will be tested during the tournament, he 
said: “I think we can achieve that, Dead set.” 


Keith Bradley, (right) 
Chairman of Canberra's 
Olympic Soccer Taskforce. 


elconnen United made it a hat-trick of 

ACT minor premierships when it beat 

Capital City Suns 5-1 on Tuesday 

night - effectively taking itself out of 
reach of its only rival, Monaro, 

Scott Manson struck a hat-trick in 
Belconnen’s demolition of the league's 
newcomer to bring his season’s total to 15. Matt 
Whyte and substitute Lee Pietrukowski were 
the other marksmen, 

‘The fourth-placed Suns have hit a slump ia 
recent weeks which club officials hope can be 
shaken off before the finals begin this weekend. 


_ UNITED WRAPS UP 
MINOR TITLE 


Star goalkeeper Anthony Giannasca, who 
injured his arm in last week’s loss to Canberra 
City, played on the field against Belconnen and 
almost had the ball in the net earty on, As it 
was, Gino Ballon scored his team’s solitary 


In the other match played on Tuesday, 
Canberra Olympic eased past Queanbeyan City 
2-1 to make certain of third place, 

Njegosh Popovich opened the scoring for 
Olympic in the second half, Lazar Simeonov 
equalised before yeteran Baz Giampaolo 
grabbed the winner. 


MIDFIELDER MANSON 
TOPS THE STRIKERS" 


elconnen United midfielder Scott Manson beat 
the best strikers in the ACT Premiership to 
finish with 17 goals in the 18-round competition. 

A late burst saw him claim a hat-trick in the 
midweek thrashing of Capital City Suns and another 
two as United celebrated its minor premiership 
victory by beating runner up Monaro 4-1 on Sunday. 

‘A young man of few words, Manson had little to 


players handled themselves against an experienced 
opponent. “They knew that Monaro had to come out 
and get goals to have any chance of toppling us, and 
the way they played showed they are worthy league 
winners,” he said. 

‘The two teams meet again on Sunday with a place 
in the grand final at stake. 


For Olympic, Vie Fernandez suid there were no 
excuses, but he was not unhappy. “We tried « number 
of new things today and they didn’t work out,” he 
said, 


the fourth finalist, Capital City Suns, is: probably 
in the worst shape of the clubs which still have 
something to play for. It lost 3-1 to mid-table 


University of Canberra 8 Canberra Olympic 1, Tuggeranong 
United 3 Canberra Deakin 2, Gungahlin Juventus 1 


say afterwards beyond the fact he was enjoying his anberra Olympic received a wake-up call one Canberra Deakin, its third consecutive loss and 


Belconnen United 3, Weston Creek Royals 6 St Edmunds 1. 
Points: Belconnen United 49, University of Canberra 44, 
Weston Creek Royals 38, Canberra Deakin 37, Tuggeranong 
United 36, St Edmunds 26, Gungahlin Juventus 25, 
Belconnen Strikers 27, Goulburn City 20, Radford 20, 
Capital City Suns 17, Canberra City 16, Canberra Olympic 8 


season, It was left to his coach, Lino Fiorese, to sing 
his praises. 

“The league’s Golden Boot winner coming from 
midfield - 1 doubt if that’s ever been done before,” he 
said. 

In fact Manson had United's main striker, Marko 
Perinovic, to thank for both his goals as the big man 


rweek before the finals when it was beaten 2-1 by 
Weston Creek Royals, writes Nick Guoth, 

With the win, following on from a 3-1 victory over 
Canberra Deakin on Thursday night, Weston 


cemented fifth place in this year's competition, 


The game was fought in the midfield with rare 
forays towards goal, but with the likes of Steve 


hardly an inspiring record to take into the elimination 
semi-final against Canberra Olympic. 

Coach Bill Dojeinoski was so short of players, he 
persevered with two goalkeepers - Anthony 
Giannasca in the forward line, leaving Richard 
to face the Deakin forwards. 
Deakin, finishing one of its bl 


kist 


Queanbeyan City 8. selflessly gave up his own chance of finishing top Lazzari and Baz Giampolo ever active, there was recent times, scored through Michael Ba 
scorer by supplying his better-placed team mate. always scoring promise. Ujdur and Adam Williams, Full- 
Division 2 Perinovic did get one on his own account, a flying The Creek took its chance first when, 20 minutes Fernandez, celebrating the birth of a son during the 
header in the sixth minute to steer in a cross from in, Lazzari stole the ball from Steve Vanzetti, week, scored a rare goal for the Suns, 
P W SD DL F A Pts Geoff Howarth. rounded two players and scored, University of Canberra, already doomed to 
Burns Club 20.15 1 0 4 69 27 47 Howarth also played a part in the second after 17 Then a free kick was awarded to Olympic 25 relegation, won its first match of the season in its last 
ANU 19 14.2 0 3 59 22 46 minutes, penetrating the Monaro defence and picking metres out. While Weston was still organising the game, beating Canberra City 3-2. City waited until it 
White Eagles 19 12 2 0 5 46 22 40 out Neil Stoddart who rammed the ball past Tony —_ wall, Eliott Zwangobani took the quick kick, and his was 3-0 down and playing with 10) men after 
Cooma 18 8 4 0 6 40 23 32 Guarino from close range. , shot beat the unsuspecting ‘keeper, Steve Wilkinson. _goalkeeper Martyn Smith had been sent off before 
O'Connor Knights 18 8 0 0 10 24 35 24 Manson made it 3-0 shortly after the interval, but A quarter of an hour left, and a long clearance staging a revival, scoring through Brett Chick and 
H Jast 20 minutes. 
fae 7% a Monaro hit back almost at once through Heath from the Weston defence found the head of Brad Danny Bennett in the last 20 ec 
Auggeranoyg United 20, 6.2. 0.12..32...56 Gillett, then took the initiative for a period which Craven and his knock-on fell to Lazarri. Gungahlin Juventus finished off its season on a 
Defence Academy 19 6 0 0 13 30 48 18 could easily have seen it score again. Lazzarri found himself one-on-one with the — winning note, beating Queanbeyan City 5-2, Scorers 
CanberraDefence 19 1 1 O 17 17 84 5 The mini revival was ended by the Perinovic- ‘keeper and on these occasions rarely misses. This for Juventus were Frank Barasi (2), Scott Conlon, 


Under 23: Points: ANU 55, White Eagles 35, Bums Club 
31, O'Connor Knights 31, Defence Academy 29, 
Tuggeranong United 23, Canberra Defence 22, Cooma 8. 


Manson combination 10 minutes from the end, 
Perinovic laying on the perfect pass for the strike that 
ensured Manson would finish one goal ahead of him 
on the scorers’ ladder. 

Fiorese said he had been impressed by the way his 


‘was not to be an exception. Steve Emmoit, standing 
in for coach Jimmy Bland who was in hospital being 
treated for kidney stones, believed the team did well 
for an end-of-season game, and singled out the 
defence for special mention. 


George Cattanach and John Glass. Ti Tran and Tony 
Pangallo (penalty) netted for City which played more 
than half the match with 10 men after a player was 
sent off. 
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TYNAN-EYRE CUP 


BRAZILIAN MAGIC 
FOR CARLTON 


CARLTON 3 
GREEN GULLY 2 


By Dwyaht Tuffnell 


arlton moved into the semi finals of the Tynan-Eyre Cup, defeating Green 
Gully Cavaliers 3-2 at the Veneto Club on Sunday. The Blues’ new 
Brazilian signing, Alex Moreira, notched two goals to add to the other 
pre-season goals he had already scored. 

Carlton also fielded new skipper Andrew Marth, but had Simon Colosimo and Marco 
Bresciano, just returned from the Young Socceroos, on the bench, 

Green Gully had contained Carlton reasonably well in the first half, especially as they 
played most of it with ten men. 

Pece Stojcevski was sent off in the 17th minute when he tangled with Marcus 
Stergiopoulos. Before that though, Carlton had taken the lead in the 1 1th minute. 

Andy Vlahos, just returned from a trial with Tranmere Rovers, was played through by 
Lubo Lapsansky, 

His shot went just wide but Moreira managed to poke the ball over the line after a 
scramble, 

‘The Cavaliers were on level terms after a neat combination in the 24th minute. 

John Dimitrelos crossed low into the centre where Zlatko Donev flicked the ball to 
Daniel Genovesi on the back post to stab in the equaliser. 

Moreira found the target again just two minutes into the second period. 

Con Anthopoulos’ low cross was 
perfectly measured for Moreira to side 
foot home after escaping his marker. 

Viahos got into the act in the 65th 
minute heading in off the crossbar, 

Carlton were well in control and 
only pre-season rustiness stopped 
them from scoring more goals. 

Moreira nearly completed a hat- 
trick, but his volley from a Cameron 
Pino cross came back off the post. 

Gully grabbed a late consolation 
when substitute Paul Parreira finished 
neatly after a terrific solo run from 
Nick Papadopoulos. 

Carlton coach Eddie Krncevie was 
pleased with the performance against 
the best opposition they have faced in 
the build up to the new season. i 

He pointed out Moreira, Marth, 
Lapsansky and young defenders 
David Della Rocca and Serdar Pir as 
good performers for the Blues. 

“Hitouts like these are ideal to give 
the kids a chance,” Krneevie said. 

“T was quite pleased with the 
performance.” 


¢ 


Marcus Stergiopoulos... ready for a big 
season at Carlton. 


, Stergiopoulos (Pino 71), D.Cervinski (Colosimo 63), 

~ Anthopoulos, Moreira, Lapsansky, Vlahos, Marth, Atkinson (Breseiano 74), Delia Rocca, 

Cavaliers: Vella (Watkins 88), Dimitrelos (Tribuzio 86), Spiteri, Neceski (Parreira 83), 
Ny wh, Stojcevski, Mangos, Donev (Denai | 


| Blues: Anastasiadis, Pir 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 3 
BULLEEN 0 


By Dwyght Tuftnell 


Mees Knights gave new coach Vid Horvat a good start, 
beating Premier League champions Bulleen Inter Kings 3-0 
in the Tynan-Eyre Cup on Sunday. 

It was Horvat's first game in charge at the Knights. 

“1 was a little scared” he confessed, “They (Bulleen) are 
champions of the Premier League and it’s always important to make 
a good first impression.” 

The Kings had skipper Eric Hollingsworth, John Waddell and 
Anthony Grbac missing from last week's Grand Final winning side. 

They had the better of the opening exchanges but fell behind in 
the 32nd minute, 

‘Ante Deak’s inswinging comer was flicked on by Ante Kovacevic 
but young Bullen defender Nathan Thomas guided the ball into his 
own net. 

That lead was extended ten minutes into the second half when Ice 
Kutlesovski knocked in Zeljko Susa's cross. 

Damon Collina, last week a championship winner with the Kings, 
scored the third goal in the 75th minute, 

‘Taking a pass from Deak he rolled the ball past reserve Bulleen 
“keeper Eugene Galekovic. 

Horvat said that there might be the chance of a couple of more 
players joining the Knights. He indicated that triallist Alex 
Kiratzoglou would be signed but said that they needed some 
experienced players, especially after the departure of Andrew Marth. 

‘They did give some playing time to Gold Medal winner George 
Jolevski and other guest players Mijo Trupkovic and goalkeeper 
Martin John, 

“There are some very talented players at Melbourne Knights,” 
Horvat said, 

“With some hard work we can form a good team, we could be a 
surprise team this season.” 


Knights: Joe Didulica (John 76), Kovacevic (Jolevski 72), 
‘Banini, Nastevski, Susa, Rajher (Bosevski 72), Markovski, 
: See Kailesoyski (Collina 62), Vojtek (Trupkovie 62), 


Kings: Keogh Galekovie 46), Valentic (Salvatore 60), 
Stojcevski, Thomas, Mazzini, Della Rocea (Tatevski 60), | 
~ Atanasovski, Tartaglia, Gnjidic, Sherifoyski, Magnacca (Gulino 


Soccer ‘ 


Do. 
Scorers: Knights - Thomas (0232), Kutlesovski (65), Colina 


arlion has released striker Adrian Cervinski, just six weeks 
~Waway from the new season, Cervinski, and Olyroo midfielder 
‘Andy Vargas, have become surplus to requirements at Carlton, 
~ Blues coach Eddie Kmcevic said that Ceryinski's progress and 
‘altitude had been another factor in the decision, : 
“Y’ve been a bit disappointed in his attitude” said Kmcevic. 
“| don’t think he’s really done anything since coming, he's had 
plenty of chances, Ee : 
“He just hasn't made any progress.” — 3 
Cervinski has struggled in recent years to overcome a series of 
ines. eee : 
‘He left the Knights half way through last season to join his brother 


to stay here, We've given him 
still got six weeks, 


will more than likely play up front with 


MOBILEWORLD 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 


DIV 1 ROUND 23 RESULTS 
Springvale City 1 Wester Suburbs 1 
Westvale 1 Northcote City 0 
Ringwood City 1 Richmond 1 
Melton Reds 0 Doncaster Rovers 10 
Kingston City 1 Altona East 2 
Werribee City 3 Lalor United 0 
Westgate 5 North Geelong Warriors 1 

PWODLF A Pts 
Westvale 23 21 1 1 8 14 64 
Altona East 23:17 3 3 65 24 54 
‘Wester Suburbs 23°16 2 5 69 26 50 
Kingston City 23013 3. 7 46) 2129) 
Werribee City 23 11 4 8 46 32 37 
Richmond 23.9 5 9 42 36 32 
Doncaster Rovers 23.9 3 11 50 43 30 
North Geelong Warriors 23 8 6 9 42 43 30 
Springvale City 3 8 6 9 43 45 30 
Northcote City 23.8 4 1141 59 28 
Westgate 236 8 9 45 43 26 
Ringwood City 23.4 4 15 29 59 16 
Lalor United 23,3 _ 3) 15.30 S9u 
Melton Reds 230 2 20 14 143 -1 

ROUND 24 FIXTURES 
Sunday September 6 
Westvale v Westgate 
North Geelong Warriors v Werribee City 
Lalor United v Kingston City 


Altona East v Melton Reds. 
Doneaster Rovers v Ringwood City 
Richmond v Springvale City. 
Northcote City v Western Suburbs 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 


DIV 2 ROUND 23 RESULTS 
Melbourne City. 3 Knox City 0 
Mooroolbark 0 Cranbourne 0 
Frankston Strikers 2 Essendon Bruns. Royals 0 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 1 Oakleigh 2 
Old Scotch Waverley Regent Bulla 1 
Maroondah Arrows: 2 Broadmeadows City 0. 
East Richmond 1 Altona City 3 

PWODLF A Pts 
Oakleigh 23:18 3 2 73 21 57 
Melbourne City 23 14 5 4 46 22 47 
Yarraville/Glen Eira © 23«12.: 3-8 38 28 39 
Old Scotch Waverley 23 11 3 9 43 35 36 
Cranbourne Bislle3) 9639 3936) 
Frankston Strikers Bil 2 1049 34 35 
East Richmond 2B 9 7 7 23 24 34 
Essendon Bruns. Royals 23 10 2 11 30 40 32 
Altona City 23 8 7 8 37 3931 
Knox City 2B 8 5 1037 33 29 
Maroondah Arrows B 8 5 1028 31 29 
Regent Bulla B 7 2 1430 55 23 
Broadmeadows City 23 3.-S_-(15 25 56 14 
Mooroolbark 2B 3 4 16 18 59 13 
ROUND 24 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 5 


Cranbourne v East Richmond 
Altona City v Maroondah Arrows 
Broadmeadows City v Old Scotch Waverley 
Regent Bulla v Yarraville/Glen Eira 
Oakleigh v Frankston Strikers 
Essendon Bruns. Royals v Melbourne City 
Knox City v Mooroolbark 


PASCOE VALE 


SPorTSCENE 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SPORTSCENE 


ABSW 


SEPTEMBER 1 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV 3 ROUND 23 RESULTS 

South Werribee 0 Stonnington City yy 
South Springval 0 Geelong 4 
Frankston Pines 4 Banyule City 0 
Pascoe Vale 4 Keysborough 3 
Chelsea 1 North Coburg United 2 
Bell Park 0 Keilor Park 1 
Diamond Valley United 0 Fitzroy City 0 

PWODLF A Pts 
Geelong 23.19 3 1 75 20 60 
Diamond Valley United 23 15 6 2 55 23 51 
Stonnington City 23:16 3 4 49 27 SI 
Frankston Pines 23:14 4 5 66 30 46 
South Springvale 23 10 5 8 34 31 35 
Keilor Park 23 10 3 10 38 35 33 
North Coburg United 23 8 6 9 32 33 30 
Banyule City 23 7 = 5 1137 40 26 
Pascoe Vale 23 8 2 13 38 53 26 
Chelsea 23-7 1 15 34 63 22 
Bell Park SoS 3) 18232247 2h 
Fitzroy City 2B 4 6 1324 41 18 
South Werribee 23:6 2 15 32 77 17 
Keysborough 23 4 3 16 33 59 15 

ROUND 24 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 5 


South Springvale v Diamond Valley United 
Fitzroy City v Bell Park 
Keilor Park v Chelsea 
North Coburg United v Pascoe Vale 
Keysborough y Frankston Pines 
Banyule City v South Werribee 
Geelong v Stonnington City 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV 4 ROUND 23 RESULTS 


Clifton Hill United 1 Moreland City 3 
Sandringham City 5 Corio 9 
South Caulfield 1 Western Eagles, a 
Sunbury United 1 Nunawading City 2 
Williamstown 4 Melton 1 
Geelong Rangers 0 Langwarrin 2 
South Wantirna, 3 Seaford United 3 

PWODLF A Pts 
Moreland City MBeM9) (2. 2°78: 2759: 
South Wantirna, 2315.5 3 58 21 50 
Williamstown 23 14.3 6 44 24 45 
Seaford United 23 12 8 3 54 32 44 
Langwarrin 23 13 4 6 53 34 43 
Sandringham City 23 11 6 6 62 43 39 
Corio 23 9 6 8 45 38 33 
Sunbury United 2S) OD oD aoe ae 32, 
Geelong Rangers 2 9 2 1230 39 29 
‘Western Eagles 23S te ft 9°37 41028: 
Melton 2 6 2 15 42 59 20 
Clifton Hill United 23 5 2 1626 71 17 
Nunawading City 2B 5 1 1727 6 16 
South Caulfield 233.0 1 22 16 801 


JOHN'S 


COMMUNICATIONS 


ROUND 24 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 5 


Sandringham City v South Wantirna 
Seaford United v Geelong Rangers 
Langwarrin v Williamstown 
Melton y Sunbury United 
Nunawading City v South Caulfield 
Western Eagles v Clifton Hill United 


Corio v Moreland City 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 1 
ROUND 23 RESULTS 
Lalor 3. Springvale Condors. 1 
Croxton Park 4 Templestowe Eagles 1 
North Sunshine Eagles 0 Riversdale 1 
Monbulk § Endeavour United 1 
Brandon Park 2. Glenroy “6 
Mitcham United bye 
Lyndale United bye 


TABLE - Croxton Park 40, Lyndale United 40, Lalor 33, 
Endeavour United 29, Monbulk 29, Riversdale 27, 
Templestowe Eagles 26, North Sunshine Eagles 25, 
Springvale Condors 24, Mitcham United 20, Glenroy 16, 
Brandon Park 6. 


ROUND 24 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 5 


Lyndale United v Mitcham United 
Glenroy vy Monbulk 
Endeavour United y North Sunshine Eagles 
Riversdale v Croxton Park 
Templestowe Eagles v Lalor 
Brandon Park - bye 
Springvale Condors - bye 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 2 STH/EAST 
ROUND 19 RESULTS 


Morwell Pegasus 6 Braeside United 1 
Old Camberwell Gram. 0. Berwick City 1 
Dingley City 2. Ashburton 3 
Dandenong 2. Waverley Wanderers 4 
Monash University 2. Noble Park 2 


Doveton 1 - Newborough/Yallourn 0 


TABLE - Morwell Pegasus 44, Dandenong 40, 
Waverley Wanderers 40, Doveton 39, 
Newborough/Yallour 32, Noble Park 24, Dingley City 
22, Monash University 21, Braeside United 17, 
Ashburton 15, Berwick City 11, Old Camberwell Gram. 
4. 


ROUND 20 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 5 


Doveton vy Old Camberwell Gram. 
Newborough/Yallourn v Monash University 
Noble Park v Dandenong 
Waverley Wanderers v Dingley City 
Ashburton v Morwell Pegasus 
Berwick City v Braeside United 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 2 NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 19 RESULTS 


Keon Park 1 Elwood City 
Sydenham Park 2 Uni. of Melbourne 
Melbourne University 5 Ballarat 
Broadmeadows United 2 Meadow Park 

La Trobe University 1 Brunswick City 
Hoppers Crossing 1 South Yarra 


BuVeow 


TABLE - Brunswick City 44, Sydenham Park 43, 
Broadmeadows United 31, Elwood City 28, Keon Park 
27, South Yarra 26, Melbourne University 25, Uni. of 
Melbourne 22, Hoppers Crossing 22, Ballarat 21, 
Meadow Park 18, La Trobe University 11. 


ROUND 20 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 5 
Hoppers Crossing v Sydenham Park 
South Yarra y La Trobe University 
Meadow Park y Brunswick City 
Broadmeadows United v Melbourne University 


Ballarat v Keon Park 
Uni. of Melbourne v Elwood City 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 3 STH/EAST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 19 RESULTS 


“healthy Diet — “hg WH” 


TYNAN-EYRE CUP KESULTS 


Carlton 3 (Moreira 11,47 Vlahos 65) - Green Gully Cavaliers 2 (Genovesi 24 Parreira 90) 
Melbourne Knights 3 (Thomas og 32 Kutlesovski 55 Collina 75 )- Bulleen Inter Kings 0 


THIS WEEK’S 


TYNAN-EYRE CUP FIXTURES 


Sunday September 6 


South Melbourne v St Albans Saints — Falcons Park — kick off 1.00pm 
Gippsland Falcons v Altona Magic — Falcons Park — kick off 3.15pm 


Noble Park United 


Ivanhoe United 2 1 
Endeavour Hills 0 Thombury United 1 
Flemington Falcons 0 North Caulfield t) 
Clayton 1 Collingwood City 2 
Heatherton United 4 Caulfield United 3 

1 4 


Parkmore Dandenong Inter 

TABLE - Dandenong Inter 47, Clayton 40, Heatherton 
United 40, Noble Park United 33, Caulfield United 32, 
Ivanhoe United 27, Collingwood City 24, Endeavour 
Hills 20, Flemington Falcons 20, North Caulfield 20, 
‘Thombury United 13, Parkmore 3. 


ROUND 20 FIXTURES 
Sunday September 6 


Endeayour Hills vy Parkmore 
Dandenong Inter y Heatherton United 
Caulfield United y Clayton 
Collingwood City v Flemington Falcons 
North Caulfield v Ivanhoe United 
Thornbury United v Noble Park United 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 3 NTH/WEST 
ROUND 19 RESULTS 
West Preston 0. Whittlesea United 1 
North Glenroy 1 Keilor United 2 
Brimbank 3 Mill Park 4 
Norther United 0 Darebin United 0 
North Reservoir 2 Watsonia Heights 1 
Somerton City bye 


TABLE - Mill Park 38, Somerton City 35, North 
Glenroy 26, Darebin United 26, Keilor United 26, North 
Reservoir 22, Northern United 20, Brimbank 19, 
Whittlesea United 17, West Preston 16, Watsonia 
Heights 11. 


ROUND 20 FIXTURES 
Sunday September 6 


North Glenroy v North Reservoir 
‘Watsonia Heights y Northern United 
Darebin United v Somerton City 
Mill Park v West Preston 
Keilor United v Whittlesea United 
Brimbank - bye 
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outh Korea will soon hold talks with 

Japan to discuss the possibility of 

‘staging the 2002 World Cup finals a 

month earlier than scheduled to 
avoid the rainy season, officials said. 

"We plan to discuss with Japan the 
possibility of starting the event in late May and 
finishing by late June," Park Seh-Jik, head of 
the South Korean Organisation Committee for 
the 2002 World Cup, told reporters. 

He said this would avoid matches during the 


June-July rainy season, 

South Korea and Japan are to co-host the 
2002 World Cup. 

A committee official said the plan was only 
an idea at this stage, stressing that it would 
have to be agreed with Japan as well as with 
the world football body, FIFA. 

"The May-June season is only our idea," the 
official told AFP. 


South Korea in action at France 98. 
Kim is the player.on the ball. 


World Cup 


“Holding the games in May won't interfere 
with the football season in Burope and we don't 
think Japan will object since it will be staging 
the final game in June, avoiding the rainy 
season," he said. 


Park's comment on changing the schedule | 
came just a month after South Korea's football | 


chief Chung Mong-Joon said his country was 
going ahead with plans to hold the 2002 World 
Cup as originally scheduled. 

Last month, Chung also blasted as 


ees 
Korea 


"nonsense" news reports that his country was 
seeking a way to back out of hosting the event. 


Chung, a FIFA vice president, denied | 


reports South Korea was pushing to reschedule 


the games in September or October since of | 
several problems including rescheduling the 


major European and South American leagues, 
South Korea is due to host the Asian Games 
in Pusan in late 2002. 


Pakistan soccer team making tea on a 
tournament-bound passenger train has 


been arrested after setting their carriage ablaze, | 


officials said Wednesday. 

Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) 
players were on their way to Quetta, capital of 
southwestern Baluchistan province for a 
tournament when fire from their portable gas 
stove engulfed the carriage. 

Some of the footballers leapt for their lives 
from the blazing carriage near Dadu, about 250 
kilometers (155 miles) northeast late Tuesday, 
team official Hasan Baloch said. 

None of the 24-member squad was injured, 
Baloch said, adding the fire was extinguished, 
but the "track suits and kits of the players were 
gutted.” 


‘ndonesia became the first team to reach the Tiger Cup 
semi-finals on Saturday thanks to a comfortable 6-2 win 
over Myanmar, After defeating the Philippines in their 
first match, the Indonesians are the only side with a 100 
| percent record from two games. 

Indonesia suffered an early scare when Myanmar took the 
lead after just 60 seconds, goalkeeper Kurnia Sandi fumbling 
Myo Myint Hiwe's looping back header over the line. 

However, it took only 13 minutes for the Indonesians to 
|" @@lalise as Aji Santoso converted from the penalty spot 
following a foul on Yusuf Ekonodo. 

Widodo Putra put his side in front a 
further 14 minutes later and by the end of 
the first half Indonesia were cruising as 
Min Min Aung diverted Santoso's cross 
into his own net. 

‘A Bima Sakti free-kick, a penalty from 
Mirabaldo Bento and an own goal by Min 
Thu completed the scoring for Indonesia 
while a third penalty, converted by Myo 
Hiaing Win, was of little consolation to 
Myanmar. 
| _ The result effectively ended Myanmar's 
chances of progressing from the group 
| stages and enhanced Thailand's hopes, 
despite a poor showing against the 
Philippines. 

‘Thailand made heavy work of a 3-1 win, the 
two sides going into half-time level after Alfredo Gonzalez had 
equalised for the Philippines following Woorawoot Srimaka's 
‘opener 19 minutes into the game. 

It wasn't until the second half that Thailand made sure of the 
three points with goals from Kritsada Piandit and Anan Pansan. 

Thailand need just a draw against Indonesia in their final 
group match to be sure of a place in the semi-finals, 

Tiger Cup hosts Vietnam moved to the top of group standings 
‘on Wednesday with a 4-1 win over Laos. 

Playing in front of a vocal home crowd, Vietnam's top striker 
Le Hyun Duc put his side at the top of Group B ahead of 
‘Singapore with two goals in the last seven minutes, 

Nguyen Hong Son and Hguyen Van Sy had given Vietnam a 
2-0 goal cushion before the break but Laos’ Keolakhone 
Channiphone pulled one back just before the hour. 

But Le, who was doubtful before the start due to injury, saved 
his best for the end when he first restored the two goal advantage 
with a powerful left foot drive and then added another with a 
fierce diving header on the stroke of full-time. 

‘The Singaporeans, coached by Englishman Barry Whitbread, 
beat arch-rivals Malaysia 2-0 in the smothering mid-afternoon 
| heat. 

Mobd Rafi Ali opened the scoring after just 12 minutes with a 
looping header and 19-year-old Ahmad Latif claimed the second, 
| doing well to finish after showing superb poise in front of goal. 
| Malaysia and Laos ended their second game in the Tiger Cup 


- §STOICHKOV PUTS 


risto Stoitehkov, Bulgaria's top goal scorer in the World pitch. 
Cup, fired home a decider to give Kashiwa Reysol a 1-0 
win over JEF United Ichihara in the J-League Saturday. 


TIGER CUP 


ina scoreless draw on Friday. 

Laos dominated the game, but many shots flew just wide or 
hit the crossbar before a crowd of nearly 19,000 who saw Laos 
trounced by the home team here 4-1 in the opening game 
Wednesday. 

Laotian coach Somphou Phongsa said he was happy with his 
side's performance, although the result may mean Laos are out of 
the running for a semi-final slot. 

Malaysian coach Hattem Souissi said he was pleased with the 
showing by his young new squad. 

"Today my team had seven players who were either 20 or 21 
years old, 

Based on that I think they did 
very well against senior and much 
older players. Gaining one point (on 
a draw) is better than losing three," 
he said. 

The second match on Friday 
evening was to pit Vietnam against 
Singapore which won its opening 
match against Malaysia on 
Wednesday. 

The eight-team Tiger Cup began 
Wednesday in Hanoi with 
Indonesia, Myanmar, the Philippines 
and Thailand also taking part. 

Myanmar held its own against top 

ranked Thailand 1-1 as the two teams made 
their debut in the Tiger Cup on Thursday. 

Thailand, the defending champion of the Tiger Cup and 
winner of last year's Seagames had a rude awakening by 
underdog Myanmar. 

‘Thailand scored the first goal 10 minutes into the game with a 
header by Worawut Srimaka from a corner kick placed by 
Songsem Marperm before a near capacity crowd of about 20,000 
at Ton Son Nhat Stadium in Ho Chi Minh City.. 

Myanmar evened the score in the second half when Aung 
Khine fired one into the net. 

Earlier on Thursday Indonesia beat the Philippines 3-0 in the 
first game in Ho Chi Minh City. 

Indonesia led the attack early, with Widodo Putra driving into 
the Philippines’ net off a defender in the 13th minute before a 
near-capacity crowd of about 20,000 at Ton Son Nhat Stadium in 
Ho Chi Minh City. 

Bima Sakti scored the second goal for Indonesia in the 42nd 
minute on a penalty kick after a handball and Uston Nawawi 
added a third in the 64th minute. 

‘The eight-team Tiger Cup began Wednesday in Hanoi. Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, Singapore and Vietnam are also 
taking part. 

Vietnam beat Laos 4-1 on Wednesday and Singapore blanked 
Malaysia 2-0. 


HORROR WORLD CUP 


BEHIND HIM IN J-LEAGUE 


In other games, Cerezo Osaka defeated Shimizu S-Pulse, 2-1, while 
Kyoto Purple Sanga kept regular bottom placers scoreless as they beat 
Avispa Fukuoka, 


1-0. 


"It is my job to give a win to my team, I'll show you better 

play next time, We are determined to win the title,” said 
Stoitchkoy, 32, who will skip the next game and lead the Bulgarian side 
in European championship qualifiers. 

Reysol controlled most of the game but could not find the net until the 
84th minute when Stoitchkov's shot on a free kick near the penalty area hit a 
defender and went into the goal. 

It was his fourth goal since he joined the Reysol last month. Reysol 
notched its second straight win in the second stage to tie with Urawa Red 
Diamonds, Consadole Sapporo and Nagoya Grampus Bight with six points, 
followed by Gamba Osaka and Yokohama Marinos with five points. The 
Red Diamonds shocked defending J-League champions Jubilo Iwata, 2-0, 
thanks to veteran Masahiro Fukuda's opener in the 10th minute and rookie 
Shinji Ono's fourth goal of the season in the 4st. 

Consadole, the third lowest finishers in the first stage, scored a second 
straight win for only a second time in the league by beating Sanfrecce 
Hiroshima, 2-0. 

Grampus Eight were 2-0 winners over Bellmare Hiratsuka, while Gamba 
Osaka edged past Vissel Kobe, 1-0. Marinos defeated two-time champion 
Verdy Kawasaki, 2-0, led by three-time World Cup player Julio Salinas 
Fernandez's 12th goal of the season. 

‘The 1996 champions Kashima Antlers, seeking to regain its top status in 
the league, suffered a 1-3 defeat to Yokohama Flugels on a rain-drenched 
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Stoichkov at the World Cup 


SOUTH AFRICA 
STRUGGLE TO 
SIGN COACH 


he South African Football Association 
(SAFA) are having difficulty attracting high 
profile applicants for the vacant position of 
head coach. 

The dearth of applications was disclosed last week by 
SAFA secretary general Dennis Mumble. 

He confirmed applications by national under-23 
coach Shakes Mashaba as well as current caretaker 
coach Trott Moloto, Other local contenders like Gordon 
Tgesund and former national coach Clive Barker haye 
not applied. 

‘The favourite for the job was former Chelsea 
manager and Dutch international Ruud Gullit, who last 
week accepted the position of manager at Newcastle 
United following the departure of Kenny Dalglish. 

Mumble confirmed that English Football Association 
director of coaching Howard Wilkinson showed 
interest, but had not yet put it in writing, 

He said SAFA are looking for an experienced coach 
to take charge of Bafana Bafana with the purpose of 
guiding them to the 2000 African Nations Cup in 
Zimbabwe and the 2002 World Cup in Asia. 

SAFA expected coaches of the calibre of Carlos 
Alberto Parreira, who won the World Cup with Brazil in 
1994, and former Nigerian coach Bora Milutinovic to 
express interest in taking charge of the team. Neither 
man has applied for the job. He a successor to 
unpopular Frenchman Philippe Troussier is 
more difficult than SAFA had anticipated. In 
marred Troussier’s turbulent three-month reign leading 
up to France 98 as the players rebelled against the strict 
‘and temperamental Frenchman, 

Fans wanted to lynch Troussier when the squad 
returned to Johannesburg after failing to qualify for the 
second round of the World Cup finals. Such treatment 
of a former national coach would have the effect of 
discouraging potential applicants. 

Efforts ure also hampered by the decreasing value of 
the rand when trying to entice top overseas coaches, 
retaker coach Moloto clearly believes he is the 
tight man for the job, He was assistant to Jomo Sono at 
the African Nations Cup finals in Burkina Faso in 
February, where Bafana Bafana finished runners-up to 
Egypt. 

He filled the same role for Troussier in France, 

Moloto was scheduled to attend the COSAFA Cup 
clash between Angola and Zimbabwe in Luanda, 
Bafana Bafana face Angola in their opening African 
Nations Cup qualifier in October. 


SA coaching position. 


Tt is expected that the new coach will be appointed 
this month. 


AFRICAN ROUND-UP 


lhe new Premier Soccer League (PSL) season is 

hardly four weeks old and misbehaving 
supporters are already embarrassing their clubs. 

Kaizer Chiefs and Manning Rangers could be charged 
for riotous actions perpetrated by their fans during the 
PSL match played at the Kings Park Stadium two 
weekends ago. 
| Referee Des Goslett was forced to halt a free flowing 
| game because a group of supporters, in Chiefs colours, 

began throwing bottles and other objects onto the field. 

‘The target was assistant referee Gerald Pieterse, who 
made some close yet accurate calls against the Chiefs 
strikers, particularly Robson Muchichwa and Thabang 
Lebese. 

Goslett called in security to protect the official before 
continuing with the game. Later on riot police were 

| called to protect Rangers officials who were also 
showered with objects. 

The PSL is known for its tough stance on'such 
actions. Last season Chiefs were fined more than 
$20,000 for similar disturbances. 

Meanwhile, in premiership action last weekend, the 
| big clubs showed signs that they are ready to start 
| asserting themselves. 

Orlando Pirates continued their recent good form 
when they accounted for Supersport United in an 
exciting match at Caledonian stadium in Pretoria, 

‘The visitors should have taken the lead in the 10th 
minute when 19-year-old midfielder Steve Lekoelea saw 
his shot pushed over the bar by Perry Suckling in the 
Supersport goal. 

However, Supersport took the game to Pirates and 
goalkeeper William Okpara had to be at his best to 
prevent Glen Salmon from putting the home side ahead 
with a powerful header. 

Pirates eventually cashed in on one of their numerous 
attacks, taking the lead by way of a blistering shot from 
Dumisa Ngobe. Defender Gerald Raphahlela played a 
Jong ball in the 23rd minute and a poor clearance by 
Gareth Orritt landed at the feet of Ngobe, who gave 
Suckling no chance, 

After the interval the home side lifted, but some 
impressive defending by Raphahlela, Phiri Tsotetsi and 
Papi Khomane kept Supersport out, On the strength of 
this performance, Pirates look like championship 
‘material. 

Kaizer Chiefs took advantage of numerical 
superiority, humiliating 10 man Hellenic 5-0 in 
Johannesburg, Pollen Ndlanya grabbed a brace, and the 
sending off Hellenic’s Marcello Fernandez for a foul on 
‘Thato Maleka in the 32nd minute effectively ended the 
contest, 

Wits University secured another home win to the 
delight of their faithful and enthusiastic supporters who 
crammed into Milpark Stadium, The first goal of the 
evening came in the second half through substitute 
Gareth Devine. 

Wits keeper Roger De Sa had a quiet evening as the 
Dynamos strikers failed to make an impression. A 
goalkeeping error by Reggie Zimbola ensured that the 
Students emerged 2-0 winners. 


NATIO 


he final pieces of the 2000 African Nations 

Cup qualifying jigsaw fell into place last 

weekend with Mauritius and Madagascar 

striking a double blow for the Indian Ocean 
region. 

Veteran Mauritian striker Jean-Marc Ithier scored a 
| last minute goal to seal a 3-1 victory over Lesotho in 
Curepipe as his team advanced 4-2 on aggregate. 
Madagascar found the going tougher in the second leg 
| ofa preliminary clash with Swaziland and were held 1-1 
despite the backing of a capacity 30,000 crowd in 
Antananarivo. 

‘The Malagasy eased through 3-2 on aggregate after a 

controversial first leg victory, the Swazis claiming 
| Fabrice Mosa had handled the ball before scoring the 
winner. 
The makeup of the seven qualifying groups is now 
clear, Hosts Zimbabwe and defending champions Egypt 
qualify automatically for the biennial 16-nation 
| tournament and will be joined by the winners and 
runners up of each group. 

In Group 1, traditional powers Cameroon and Ghana 
will be favoured to qualify. They are grouped with 
Mozambique and minnows Eritrea. Eritrea will play their 
first ever Nations Cup match after a walkover in their 
preliminary qualifier against Ethiopia. 

Group 2 is headed by World Cup qualifiers and 


Cape Town Spurs returned to the winning trail, 
defeating Vaal Professionals 4-0, all the goats coming in 
the second half, 


joliba Athletic Club of Bamako have won the 

Malian cup, defeating Stade Malien 1-0 in the final. 
After a goalless draw in 90 minutes, Makan Keita scored 
the winner in the 29th minute of extra time. Djoliba 
missed several opportunities, including a penalty. 

Djoliba also won the Malian championship and will 
represent the country in the next African Champions 
League. The losing finalists earn a berth in the African 
Cup Winners Cup, 

Meanwhile, a resurgent Zimbabwe enter their 
penultimate match in the COSAFA Cup southern 
African regional championship knowing that a victory 
will bring them the title. They have a one point lead and 
a match in hand over traditional rivals and defending 
champions, Zambia. 

A Zimbabwean victory would render the remaining 
fixtures meaningless, apart from the scramble for the 
minor placings, Zimbabwe host Zambia in the final 
match on September 27. 

After being eliminated in the preliminary round last 
year, Zimbabwe have been a revelation under low profile 
coach Roy Baretto, They scored five goals against 
Namibia and snatched a late win in Mozambique. A 
prominent figure in both triumphs was Peter Ndlovu, the 
Birmingham City striker who scored a hat-trick against 
‘Manchester United in a preseason friendly, 

Angola find themselves struggling to justify eighth 
place in the African rankings after a COSAFA Cup run 
that has seen them come from behind to draw with 
Zambia and Namibia and concede a late equalizer in 
Mozambique. 


ibe other news, the Zambian government is to 
compensate families of the entire Zambian national 
football team which perished in a plane crash off the 
coast of Gabon in 1993, No amounts have been 
mentioned, 

An international commission of inquiry was set up. 
shortly after the disaster on April 27 1993 in which 30 
players, officials, aircrew and a journalist were killed. 
‘The team was on its way to Senegal for an African 
Nations Cup qualifying match. 

‘The Nigeria Football Association has hired another 
Dutchman, 57-year-old Thijs Libregts, as technical 
adviser to the national teams. A former Netherlands: 
national coach who helped the team qualify for Italia 90, 

Libregts was one of several foreign coaches 
shortlisted for the position, 

He is Nigeria's 20th foreign coach and the third from 
the Netherlands, 

Clemens Westerhof took the Super Eagles to their 
first World Cup in the USA in 1994 and Jo Bonfrere 
coached them to the gold medal at the Atlanta Olympics. 

The new coach will be assisted by Shaibu Amodu, a 
Nigerian who was formerly coach of South African club 
Orlando Pirates. 


current top ranked African nation, Morocco. They 
should win the group, while the fight for the second 
finals berth will be between Guinea, Togo and Sierra 
Leone. 

In Group 3, Ivory Coast will be the team to beat. 
Recent surprise package of the continent, Namibia, will 
fancy their chances of progressing at the expense of Mali 
and Congo. 

South Africa, champions in 1996 and losing finalists 
in 1998, should advance to the final stages. They are 
drawn in group 4 with fellow southern Africans Angola, 
as well as Gabon and Mauritius. 

Nigeria make a return to Nations Cup competition 
after suspension and are in group 5 with Senegal, 
Burundi and 1998 tournament hosts Burkina Faso, 

Crisis hit Zambia will be determined to make up for a 
disastrous 1998, They are drawn in group 6 where they 
meet the surprise bronze medallists of the 1998 
tournament, the Democratic Republic of Congo. Kenya, 
riding high afier a crushing 12-1 aggregate win over 
Djibouti, and Madagascar make up the numbers. 

The final group sees a clash of north African 
heavyweights in Tunisia ‘and Algeria. Uganda and 
George Weah’s Liberia complete the lineup in'what will 
arguably be the most evenly contested struggle. 

‘The final qualifying phase begins on the weekend of 
October 3-4 and continues until June 1999. 


ZENGA TAKES 
UP COACHING 


he New England Revolution hired Italian 
national team star Walter Zenga to 
replace coach Thomas Rongen, who 
resigned earlier Monday. 

Zenga, 38, the Revolution’s MVP last season, will 
take over immediately for Rongen, who guided New 
England, which is last in the MLS Eastern 
Conference, to an 8-18 record this season, including 
‘an eight-game home losing streak. "This is a difficult 
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day for us," Revolution general manager Brian 
O'Donovan said. "Thomas Rongen is an excellent 
coach and we are sorry to see him go." 

The New England Revolution have had precious 
little to cheer about this year. Mired in last place, the 
team has little hope of making the playoffs. But 
there are still small flashes in the grim fog that 
seems to hang over Foxboro. One of those is Jamar 
Beasley, Project 40 recruit and, as of Saturday, the 
youngest player to take the field in an MLS game. 


ere is something more powerful than Fire - a 

hurricane, The U.S. Soccer Federation and the 
host Hampton Roads Mariners have decided to post- 
pone the U.S. Open Cup final between Chicago Fire 
and Columbus Crew - both of Major League Soccer 
- from Wednesday night to Thursday night, and now 
indefinitely. Officials were concerned with the 
expected impact from Hurricane Bonnie. Virginia 
Governor Jim Gilmore has already issued a state of 
emergency and declared Hampton Roads an antici- 
pated disaster area before the storm has even touched 
down. 


sea 


‘The U.S. Open Cup is an 85-year-old tournament 
to determine the best soccer team in the USA, ama- 
teur or professional. 


Jan Rothenberg was virtually unknown eight 
years ago when FIFA helped install him as pres- 
ident of the U.S. Soccer Federation and the 1994 
World Cup. 
When Rothenberg's second and final four-year 
terms ends Saturday, he will leave behind the best- 


REVOLUTION: 


attended World Cup ever, a 3-year-old professional 
league and millions of dollars in sponsorship con- 
tracts. 

"I think Alan's greatest contribution, despite the 
fact that he is not a linguist, has been his ability to 
represent American soccer in the international com- 
munity, and enjoy credibility never achieved before 
by the United States," FIFA pokesman Keith Cooper 
said. 


ancy Lay and Sandra Hunt are scheduled to 

make their debuts as the first female senior ref- 
erees in Major League Soccer history on August 29, 
Commissioner Douglas G. Logan announced 
Thursday. MLS joins the NBA as the only major 
professional sports leagues in the United States to 
have women rank as senior game officials. 

Hunt, a United States Soccer Federation regis- 
tered referee since 1987, has been assigned to offici- 
ate the Chicago Fire-Kansas City Wizards match, 
while Lay, a referee since 1985, will preside over the 
New York/New Jersey MetroStars-Dallas Burn 
match. 

‘The female ref proved that she was not overawed 
by the occasion. See story right for how Sandra Hunt 
went with the boys of the MLS. 


MLS UPDATE 


idfielder Marco Etcheverry scored on a free kick 

and assisted on defender Jeff Agoos's game-win- 
ning goal as D.C. United beat the Kansas City Wizards 
2-1 Wednesday night. D.C. United set a league record 
with its 22nd regular-season victory. United and the 
Wizards had 21 victories last season, Preki put Kansas 
City ahead 1-0 when he scored on a penalty kick in the 
21st minute, Etcheverry tied it in the 72nd minute with 
his 10th goal of the season. Agoos 
scored his first goal of the season in 
the 86th minute, volleying in a comer 
kick by Eicheverry from 20 yards out. 
D.C. United leads the league's Eastern 
Conference with a 22-5 record and has 
clinched a playoff berth. 

‘The Wizards are 11-15. 


oss Paule and Peter Vermes scored 

oals two minutes apart to help 

the Colorado Rapids break a five- 

game losing streak with a 3-1 win over 
the San Jose Clash on Saturday night. 

The duo set each other up for goals 
in the 23rd and 25th minutes of the 
first half. 

Marquis White gave the Rapids 
their final goal 30 seconds into the 
second half on a cross by Paul 
Bravo. 

The Clash's only goal came in 
the 74th minute, when Francisco 
Uribe scored with a header. 

Colorado proved to 12-15, San 
Jose dropped to 10-16:Diego Serna 
scored three goals on assists from 
Carlos Valderrama as the Miami 
Fusion solidified its hold on a play- 
off spot with a 3-2 win Sunday over 
the New England Revolution. 

Serna’s game-winning goal came 
on a give-and-go with Valderrama 
in the 80th minute, after the 
Revolution had rallied from a two- 
goal second-half deficit, 

The goal was Serna's seventh this season, and the 
fifth in his last four games, 

Miami evened its record at 13-13 
and now has 29 points, nine ahead 
of the Revolution and eight more 
than Tampa Bay in the race for the 
fourth and final playoff spot in 
MLS' Eastern Division . The win © 
‘was Miami's sixth straight at home. 


Ne England, which was play- 
ing its first game under new 
coach Walter Zenga, dropped to 8- 
19 with 20 points. Zenga replaced 
Thomas Rongen, who resigned 
under pressure last Monday. Serna 
first scored in the 17th minute, then 
again at 28 minutes to give the 
Fusion what appeared to be an insur- 

mountable edge. The Colombian forward nearly made 
3-0 in the 50th minute, but was thwarted by New 
England goalkeeper lan Feuer. 

In the second half, the Revolution 
struck back, making it 2-1 in the 56th 
minute when midfielder Edwin 
Gorter scored on a shot from 28 


yards. 

Gorter’s shot deflected off Miami 
defender Kris Kelderman, right past 
rookie goalkeeper Matt Napoleon. 

Revolution forward Raul Diaz 
Arce stunned the Lockhart Stadium 
crowd of 6,127 in the 74th minute 
when he first-timed a left-footed vol- 
ley just inside Napoleon's post to tie 
it at 2-2. The goal was Diaz Arce's 
18th this season. 


tem John scored two goals and goalkeeper Juergen 

Sommer made four saves in shutting out the MLS' 
highest-scoring team as the Columbus Crew defeated 
the Los Angeles Galaxy 3-0 Saturday night. 

Brian McBride gave Columbus (13-12) the only goal 
it would need by scoring in the 31st minute as the Crew 
clinched a playoff berth. 

‘The Western Conference-leading Galaxy (20-7) was 
shut out for just the third time this season. Los Angeles 
has scored an MLS-record 76 goals this year. 


John's first goal came in the 44th minute when he 
trapped a pass from Andy Williams with his chest near 
the top of the penalty area, tamed 90 degrees and put a 
shot into the net with his right foot. 

John increased his MLS-leading goal total to 19 in 
the 79th minute, putting Robert Warzycha's pass into an 
open net. 

The Galaxy led 11-7 in shots, with both teams taking 
four shots on goal. 

‘The announced crowd at the Rose Bow! was 19,633 
on a night the temperature 
was 93 degrees when the 
match began. 


andra Hunt, one of the 

first women to serve as a 
senior referee in an MLS 
game, ejected a player from 
each team Saturday night, 
and the Chicago Fire beat the 
Kansas City Wizards 3-2 ina 
shootout. 

While Hunt made her 
debut, Nancy Lay did the 
same in the game between the 
New York-New Jersey 
MetroStars and the Burn in 
Dallas. 

‘The MLS joined the NBA as 
the only professional sports 
leagues to have women serve as 
senior game officials as Hunt, 
39, of Bellingham, Wash., and 
Lay each worked their first 

mes. 

Hunt, who has been a line 
judge in several MLS games, 
has officiated about 1,000 games 
in an 11-year career at the youth, 
collegiate, professional and 
national team levels. 

Hunt ejected Kansas City 
captain Mo Johnston and 
Chicago defender C.J. Brown 
for violent conduct in the 64th 
minute, forcing both teams to finish the game with 10 
men. 


Ante Razov beat goalkeeper 
Chris Snitko of the Wizards (11- 
16) to take a 3-2 lead in the 
shootout and Zach Thornton then 
saved Digital Takawira’s shot to 
preserve the win for the Fire (16- 
10). 

Kansas City went up 1-0 in 
the third minute on Mark 
‘Chung’s goal and 2-0 in the 14th 
minute on Johnston's team-lead- 
ing 10th goal. Paul Rideout 
assisted on both goals. 

Razov cut Kansas City's lead 
to 2-1 in the 53rd minute. 


'vans Wise scored the lone goal 

Thomas Ravelli made four 

saves during the shootout as the Tampa Bay Mutiny 

stopped D.C. United's nine-game 

winning streak with a 3-2 victo- 
ry Saturday night. 

United's last lost was on 
June 25, 3-1 at Colorado. 

The Mutiny trail Miami by 
four points for the final Eastem 
Conference playoff berth, but 
the Fusion have two games in 
hand, including a home match 
Sunday against New England. 

Tampa Bay's Dominic 
Kinnear forced the shootout 
when he tied the game 2-2 3:56 
left. Eddie Pope had given 
United a 2-1 lead just two min- 

utes earlier. 

Alan Prampin put the Mutiny ahead in the 18th 
minute and United tied the game in the 39th, when for- 
mer Mutiny forward Roy Lassiter scored his 17th goal 
of the season. 

D.C. goalkeeper Mark Simpson, who underwent 
three knee operations last year, made his first MLS 
appearance since June 7, 1997. 
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VIVA VASCOE News IN GRIEF 


JUNINHO STARS FOR BRAZILIANS 
IN LIBERTADORES FINAL 


razil's Vasco da Gama won the South American 
Libertadores Cup for the first time on Wednesday, 
beating Ecuador's Barcelona 2-1 away to win a one- 
sided final 4-1 on aggregate. 

The title was effectively decided in the first half of 
Wednesday's second leg during which Vasco, already 2-0 ahead 
from the first game in Rio de Janeiro, doubled their aggregate 
lead through Luizao and Donizete. 

Colombian Anthony de Avila scored Barcelona's 79th minute 
consolation. 

Nine players, five from Vasco, were booked, and Donizete 
was sent off in injury time for deliberate handball and crowd 
trouble interrupted the second half for five minutes, 

Vasco, who complained of smoke in their dressing room 
before the match, rode out early Barcelona pressure and then 
silenced the 80,000 crowd by scoring in the 25th minute, 

Luizao, who returned home this year after a shocking six 
months with Spain's Deportivo Coruna, ran onto a crossfield 
pass by midfielder Juninho, beat off a challenge by Raul Noriega 
and calmly slotted the ball into the net. 

Juninho also provided the pass for the second goal in first half 
injury time, threading into the path of Donziete, who scored 
inside the near post. 

Vasco's players were led off under the cover of riot police 
shields at half-time to protect them from missiles. The team doc- 
tor said Juninho suffered a cut wrist in the scramble to get off. 

A constant hail of objects, mainly plastic bottles, rained down 
‘onto the touchline during the second half, preventing Vasco sub- 
stitutes from warming up and at one stage forcing referee Javier 
Castrill to halt play for five minutes, 

Tn addition to dressing room smoke, Vasco, who brought their 
‘own cooks to Ecuador and banned their players from accepting 
food from strangers, complained that their team coach had been 
stoned by Barcelona fans on Monday. Barcelona replied that 
they had been badly treated in Rio. 

‘The match was preceded by controversy over the inclusion of 
Barcelona striker Agustin Delgado, who was sold to Mexico's 
Cruz Azul one month ago but was apparently allowed to play 
because he had not played a competitive match for his new club. 

Barcelona, who were attempting to become the first 
Ecuadorean team to win the trophy, made a do-or-die attempt to 


reduce the deficit in the opening 20 minutes, Marcelo Morales 
hitting the post at one stage. 

Barcelona's approach work was neat but they were badly let 
down in attack by ineffective performances by De Avila and 
Delgado, whose inclusion did not appear to be worth the fuss he 
caused especially when he missed an easy chance in the 2Ist 
minute, 

De Avila, equally toothless in the first leg, repeatedly lost 
possession and was also booked for diving in the penalty area as 
was Delgado. 

In the second half, Vasco, who lifted the trophy just five days 
after celebrating their Centenary, comfortably held out, their 
defence superbly marshalled by 36-year-old captain Mauro 
Galvao. 

Left-back Felipe and midfielder Pedrinho also produced 
excellent performances for Vasco, who had never previously 
gone beyond the quarter-finals, 

De Avila's headed goal came after a comer. 


THE SEMIS 


First Leg 
Thursday, July 16 
Barceona (Ecuador) i, Cerro Porteno (Paraguay) 0 
Vasco da Gama (Brazil) 1, River Plate (Argentina) 0 
Second Leg - July 22 
Cerro Perio (Paraguay) 2, Barcelona (Ecuador) 1 
(aggregate 2-2; Barcelona advances 4-3 on penalty kicks) 
River Plate (Argentina) 1, Vasco da Gama (Brazil) 1 
(Vasco da Gama advances on 2-1 aggregate) 


THE FINAL 
First Leg 
Wednesday, Aug. 12 
Vasco da Gama (Brazil) 2, Barcelona (Ecuador) 0 
Second 


Wednesday, Aug. 26 
Barcelona (Ecuador) 1, Vasco da Gama (Brazil) 2 


THE AFTERMATH 


io de Janeiro woke up to the unmistakable flavor of 

dried cod on Thursday as Vasco da Gama fans cel- 

ebrated their team’s first Libertadores Cup title. 

Most of Rio suffered a sleepless night as hundreds 
of supporters drove around the city hooting car horns and 
letting off firecrackers in celebration. 

Just to make sure supporters of rival clubs Flamengo, 
Fluminense and Botafogo could not escape, the team were due to 
complete a tour of the city after returning from Ecuador at 
around mid-day on Thursday, 

‘The procession on top of a fire engine was due to pass the 
headquarters of Flamengo but Vasco directors guaranteed that no 
provocation was intended. It was then scheduled to end at the 
club's own stadium where two hundred barrels of beer had been 
aid on for fans. 

Vasco, who by tradition represent Rio's Portuguese communi- 
ty, won South America's top club competition just five days after 
their centenary on Wednesday. 

Their 2-1 win away to Barcelona of Ecuador in Guayaquil 
gave them a 4-1 aggregate victory and left fans looking forward 
to a December showdown with European champions Real 
Madrid in Tokyo. 

Named after a Portuguese explorer and coached by an ex- 
police detective, Vasco, the first club in Rio to allow black play- 
ers to represent them, are often referred to as Bacalhau (dried 
cod) after the traditional Portuguese dish. 

Recently, the club has gained notoriety thanks mainly to 
director Eurico Miranda. 

Miranda, who was elected to the Brazilian Congress four 
years ago after aiming his electoral campaign exclusively at "the 
Vasco family,” is famous for trying to interrupt championships 
with judicial measures. 

He is accused of virtually running the Rio de Janeiro champ- 
ionship through an alliance with federation president Eduardo 
Viana. On several occasions the other three clubs have threat- 
ened to withdraw in protest at what they claim is favouritism for 
Vasco, 

‘Miranda is also notorious for running on to pitches to protest 


against refereeing decisions and on one occasion tried to claim 
parliamentary immunity when police ordered him off. 

Until two years ago his ambitions rarely went beyond winning 
the Carioca (Rio de Janeiro state) championship -- Brazil holds 
regional championships as well as a national competition ~ and 
ensuring Vasco win every match against bitter enemies 
Flamengo. 

He scorned the national championship and sacked any coach 
who complained about the lack of investment in the team. 

But after club president Antonio Soares Calcada, who gives 
Miranda free rein, was almost ousted two years ago by fans fed 
up with such a narrow-minded approach there was a dramatic 
change in club policy. 

Coach Lopes, himself noted for a fiery temperament that has 
resulted in two 40-day touchline bans in the last year, was 
brought in and has been in charge for nearly two years — an 
etemity by Brazilian standards. 

Lopes, who played semi-professionally and wears his lucky 
and apparently unironed green shirt at most games, abandoned a 
career as a police detective to take up full-time coaching in the 
1970s. 

He has now built one of the top teams in the country. 


Left-back Felipe and midfielder Pedrinho are two of the most | 
promising young players in Brazilian football and are expected | 


to receive national team call-ups before the end of the year. 

In attack, Donizete and Luizao, two players who haye 
returned home after difficult times in Europe, have gelled and 
scored all four goals in the final. 

At the back Vasco have been led by 36-year-old Mauro 
Galvao, who was considered desperately unlucky not to be 
included in Brazil's World Cup squad, and national team reserve 
goalkeeper Carlos Germano. 

Vasco's big concern now are the preying eyes of European 
clubs who could relieve them of their best players before the 
team face Real Madrid. 

Our pictorial of this epic final-is on the facing page. Enjoy 
amigos... 


Fees Maturana could return to coach 

Faiate: 's national team, soccer federation 
sources said. 

Maturana, who first coached the team 
between 1987 and 1994 before handing 
over to his assistant, Hernan Dario 
Gomez, is currently top of the 
list of candidates for the job, SS 
sources at the Colombian «7 
Football Federation (FCF) a 

| said, 

Colombian Jorge Luis 3 
Pinto, Dutchman Leo 
Beenhaker, Romanian 
Angel Iordanesu and 
Yugoslav Slobodan Zecevic 
are also believed to be in the 
running. i 

Maturana, who was recently 
coach of Ecuador and narrowly failed to 
| get it to its first World Cup finals, had seemed 
| unlikely to take on the job again after suffering 
death threats during the 1994 World Cup when 
| Colombia failed to get beyond the first round, 
But, despite receiving offers from Costa 
| Rica and Bolivia, he has publicly said that he 
would consider another stint, 

"L haven't been vaccinated against coaching 
the national team again," 

Maturana said, "I haven't ruled out the possi- 
bility of returning. I was simply coach in a peri- 
od in which there were good things and bad 
things.” 

Under Maturana, Colombian soccer made 
important strides. The country, which had only 
played at the World Cup once before he took 
over, qualified for the last three World Cups, 
although its performances in Italy, the United 
States and France were all disappointing. 

‘The new coach will have to rebuild the team 
and will have to find a way of overcoming the 
absence of midfield general Carlos Valderrama, 
who has been a regular fixture for more than a 
| decade, 

Colombian commentators fear that the latest 
generation of players are not up to scratch and 
that the country risks falling back into the ranks 
of South American also-rans. Team morale has 
also been suspect, as illustrated by the axing of 
star striker Faustino Asprilla during the World 
Cup in France. 


R= Club, leading Independiente 2-0 
when floodlights failed at the weekend, 
went on to win 3-1 as the last 51 minutes were 
played on Wednesday, 

‘The match, watched by a 20,000 crowd, was 
diyided into halves of 26 and 25 minutes. Fans 


Toninho Barroso 


were allowed in free provided they produced 
tickets from Sunday. 

It was the first time in 17 years that Racing 
had won at their old rivals. The clubs’ stadia are 
almost next to each other in the industrial sub- 
urb of Avellaneda, 
| Claudio Cascini pulled a goal back for 
| Independiente after 12 minutes, effectively 51, 
but a 48th, or 87th, minute goal by Pablo 
Bezombe ensured Racing the points. 

Independiente, coached by former national 
team manager Cesar Luis Menotti, were left 


COMBA 


without a point from their two games in the 
Apertura, the first of two championships played 
in the Argentine season, 


panyol have reached an agreement 
to sign Argentine international 
defender Eduardo Berizzo from 
1%, River Plate, the player's agent 

“ssid on Wednesday, 

“A, The 28-year-old centre- 
S back, who has also played 
for Newell's Old Boys and 
| Mexican side Atlas, will 
become the fourth Argentine 
at Espanyol, including coach 
Marcelo Bielsa, 


omario was jeered off the field 
for the second match running as 
friendless Flamengo were held to a 0-0 draw at 
home to bottom club Atletico Parananense in 
the Brazilian championship. 
Only 1,300 paying fans watched Brazil's 
most popular team at the 120,000 capacity 
Maracana cit the few that fumed up spent 


Romario... aed at the Maracana, 


most of their time venting their wrath at 
Romario for another ineffectual performance. 

On Sunday, Romario scored but then missed 
a penalty in a 3-1 home defeat by Juventude: 
which led to the sacking of coach Joel Santana, 
He was replaced by youth team couch Toninho 
Barroso (pictured left). 

Barroso toured Australia with the Brazil 
U/23s in March. Australia won the series 3-0. 

Romario has been plagued by pulled mus- 
cles since he was forced to drop out of Brazil's 
World Cup squad in June because of a nagging 
calf problem. 

Alletico's point took them off the bottom and 
Jeft 1996 champions Gremio at the foot of the 
table. 

Veteran Bebeto, who took Romario’s place 
in the World Cup team, scored twice as 
Botafogo drew 2-2 at Bragantino in another of 
Wednesday's games. 

Sao Paulo, who had lost their last four 
matches, recovered to beat America-Natal 6-1 
with striker Dodo scoring a hat-trick. 

Internacional beat Goias by the same score 
with striker Christian grabbing a hat-trick. 


enilson fhade a disappointing start to his 

‘Spanish league career as Real Betis were 
held 0-0 by newly-promoted Alaves in Bilbao 
‘on Saturday, 

The $35 million Brazilian signing showed 
some nice touches but looked short of fitness as 
he was kept quiet by a stubborn Alaves 
defence. 

And it was Alaves who came closest to scor- 
ing, as Betis goalkeeper Antonio Prats was 
forced into a smart save from Manuel Canabal's 
powerful header midway through the first half. 

The match was played at Athletic ‘Bilbao's 
San Mames stadium because of continuing 
ground improvements at Alaves. 
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Vasco’s Donizete gets pov? 
his hands, and lips, on 
the much-coveted 
Libertadores Cup 


Juninho of Vasco kisses his medal. Other players are 
Fabrizio, Alex and Nelson. 
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The celebrations went all night in the Vasco 


a adel eh eat Vasco’s coach Antonio Lopes feels the wrath of the 


local fans after the victory. 
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GREEK LEAGUE KICKS OFF AMID 
CONTROVERSY OVER REFEREEING 


he Greek championship got underway over 

the weekend amid controversy over the 

quality of the refereeing. The problem that 

has plagued the Greek league for years 
became evident on Saturday when Panathinaikos 
beat Paniliakos in injury time with a highly contro- 
yersial penalty awarded by ref Dionyssis 
Stephanopoulos, 

Video footage of the game showed clearly that 
Panathinaikos’ Polish striker Kyrstoff Warzycha was 
pulled down outside the penalty area. Stephanopoulos 
nonetheless awarded the Athenian club a penalty which 
Serbian striker Milojevic had not trouble to convert it 
into a goal, 

Panathinaikos found themselves in trouble early on in 
the game when Paniliakos opened the score in the 27th 
with Yiannis Tatsis. The early shock turned into agonis- 
ing frustration for the Athenians who saw that as time 
went by Paniliakos’tight defence became even tighter. 
Norwegian striker Frank Stradli finally broke 
Paniliakos'defence 13 minutes from time with a well 
measured shot off a cross from Warzycha. 

Panathinaikos launched one attack after the other for 
a second goal, but the Paniliakos defence resisted every- 
thing until Milojevic’s controversial penalty kick. 

A total of four games involving teams participating in 
European tournaments on next week, were played 
Saturday. The other five matches of the first round were 
to be played on Sunday. 


Demi 
Nikolaidis 


Arch rivals and defending champions Olympiakos 
had a pleasant opener on Saturday with a 5-2 away vie- 
tory over Apollon Athens. Olympiakos dominated the 
first half of the game scoring four goals and losing at 
least five other scoring chances. The hosts, on the other 
hand, had only one shot against the visitors’ goalmouth 
during this period. 

‘The second period saw Apollon becoming more 
aggressive scoring both goals in three minutes. The 
defending champions led with Serbian midfielder 
Predrag Djordjevic off a free kick from Grigoris 
Georgatos in the 16th minute and Ghanaian Peter 
Oforique made it 2-0 in the 30th. 

‘Two consecutive goals by Ivie in the last four min- 
utes of the half, increased the score to 4-0. Vassilis 
Karapialis scored Olympiakos’ fifth goal in the 75th. 

Cameroonian striker Nicolas Dikoume in the 56th 
and Antonis Damigos in the 59th minutes were the scor- 
ers for the hosts, 

Serbian defender Viadan Milojevic converted a 
penalty kick seconds before the end of a game, to give 
Panathinaikos a 2-1 victory over Paniliakos Pyrgos. 

Jn other games over the weekend, AEK Athens beat 
Panionis away 3-1 with goals by Toni Savevsky in 65th, 
Demis Nikolaidis in the 70th and Haris Kopitis in the 
83rd. Panionios pulled one back in the 89th with 
Toannides. 

Ionikos clinched a surprise victory over PAOK 
Salonica with a goal by Kornilius in the 86th. 

Iraklis beat Veria 2-0 away, Panelefsiniakos tied with 
Xanthi 0-0. Kavala beat Proodeftiki 2-1 while Off Crete 
trounced Ethnikos at home 3-0. 

Aris Salonica overpowered Ethnikos Asteras 2-0, 


Djeordjevic and Mihailovic 


UEFA CUP 


EK Athens thrashed Ferencvaros 4-0 on Tuesday to 
survive the qualifying stages of the UEFA Cup, 
thanks to a dazzling performance by Demis Nikolaidis. 

‘The striker collected a first half hat-trick to go with 
the 90th minute goal he scored in the first leg which 
AEK lost 4-2. 

In Athens, Nikolaidis was unstoppable. He scored a 
hat-trick inside the first 26 minutes and set up the fourth 
goal, 

He opened the score in the eighth minute with a head- 
er and converted a penalty he won five minutes later. He 
finished the first half with another penalty in the 26th 
minute, 

Ferencvaros were poleaxed and winger George Donis 
completed the Greek triumph with a hard right shot from 
15 metres after a perfect pass by Nikolaidis, 

In the other cup game between PAOK and Rangers, 
Lionel Charbonnier, the Scottish team’s French goal- 
Keeper, made a couple of brilliant saves to earn the goal- 
less draw against PAOK Salonika in Greece that gave 
them a place in the first round proper of the UEFA Cup. 

With Rangers leading 2-0 from the home leg against 
the side that beat Arsenal last year, Charbonnier saved 
well from Percy Olivares from three yards in the 13th 
minute, 

Then he dived spectacularly to block a 31st-minute 
free-kick from the edge of the penalty area from Koftas 
Frantzeskos. 

‘When he was finally beaten by a blistering shot from 
Liberian midfielder Joe Nagbe in the 70th minute, Barry 
Ferguson cleared off the line. Twelve minutes later, the 
crossbar came to Rangers’ rescue following a chip from 
substitute Pantelis Kafes. 

There had been questions over Rangers’ morale fol- 
lowing a bust-up between skipper Lorenzo Amoruso and 
Jorg Albertez after Saturday’s 3-1 victory over 
Kilmamock. But all that was forgotten when the players 
swapped high-fives just before the kick-off. 

Amoruso had to go off, apparently suffering from 
cramp, and Ferguson and Rino Gattuso were booked - 
but they were minor debits on a night of profit for Dick 
Advocaat’s expensive side. 

Australian Craig Moore and the tireless Rod Wallace 
could take particular pride from their performances. 


Champions League 


reek champions Olympiakos Piraeus beat 

[Anorthosis Famagusta 4-2 in Cyprus on Wednesday 
night to sail into the European Cup Champions’ League 
6-3 on aggregate, 

‘Anorthosis, Cypriot champions, levelied on aggregate 
by taking the Jead ten minutes before the break through 
Vesko Mihailjovic. 

But Olympiakos equalised minutes into the second 
half with a Grigoris Georgakos long-range effort. 
Boosted by the equaliser, the Greeks began to dominate 
and Predraj Gejordjevic made it 2-1 shortly afterwards. 


Anorthosis pulled it back with a goal from Slobodan 
Kremarevic in the 75th minute but their chances all dis- 
appeared when Kremarevic was sent off with 10 minutes 
to go for a second bookable offence. 

Olympiakos stretched play against the 10 men and 
Jong range goals by Gejordjevic in the 80th minute and 
ex-Anorthosis striker Sinica Gogic in the 90th minute 
both flew in to seal the Reds’ victory, 

However the night was painted green when 
Panathinaikos thrashed Romania’s Steaua Bucharest 6-3 
in Athens last Wednesday Exclusive night to march into 
the European Champions’ League 8-5 on aggregate, 
Yugoslav striker Viadan Milojevic opened the scoring 
for the Greeks in the eighth minute with a penalty but 
Steaua levelled three minutes later through Valeriu 
Rachita. 

The Romanians went 2-1 ahead five minutes later 
after an own goal from Nikos Lymberopoulos but 
Steaua retuned the favour in the 27th minute when Erik 
Lincar put past his own ‘keeper. 

Lymberopoulos made it 3-2 for the Greens ten min- 
utes before the break and Polish striker Krzystof 
Warzycha made it 4-2 in the 58th. 

Steaua refused to lie down, though, and clawed one 
back with a shot from Miodrag Beloderigi. Warzycha 
restored the two-goal cushion and the Greek triumph 
was completed a minute before the end with an Aljosa 
Asanovic penalty. 


European Champions’ 
League Draw 


lee Greeks were out of luck in the European Cup 
draw as both Olympiakos and Panathinaikos were 
drawn in tough groups. Olympiakos seems to be in a 
better position as their opponents include Porto whom 
they spanked in the same competition last year but with 
‘Ajax in the group the big question is who will be the 
runner up to the magnificent Dutch team. 


Kaiafas and Xeraf 


Panatahainakos, who did so well against Frenecvaros, 
were not rewarded in any way in a group that includes 
Arsenal and Dinamo Kiey. With a star-studded attack, 
Panathinaikos can match it with the best but with a 
defence that leaked five goals in two games in the pre- 
liminary stages their work is cut out for them. 


Group A: 
Ajax Amsterdam (Netherlands), Porto (Portugal), 
Olympiakos Piraeus (Greece), Croatia Zagreb 
(Croatia) 


Dynamo Kiev (Ukraine), RC Lens (France), Arsenal 
(England), Panathinaikos (Greece) 


Cup Winners Cup 


Rae Whelan’s Panionions seem to haye had the 
Juck of the (green) Irish when they were pulled out 
of the hat against FC Haka (Finland). I must admit 1 
have never heard of the Finnish team but with 19 losses 
in 30 European outings their European pedigree doesn’t 
seem all that formidable and the Greek team must be 
favoured to go through, 


Ds 


International partners Nikos and Demi will go 
head to head in the next round UEFA Cup. 


UEFA Cup 


h, the romance of knock-out competitions, Last sea- 

son's super striker was Nikos Machlas who proved 
his pedigree abroad with Vitesse Armhem. Of the stay- 
at-home strikers, none enjoy a higher profile than Demis 
Nikolaidis of AEK, especially with his hat-trick last 
week against Ferencvaros. 

During the week national coach, Anghel Iordanescu 
named both strikers in his starting eleven for next 
week's Euro 2000 opening qualifier against Slovenia on 
the grounds that they were both too good to warm the 
bench. 

Well magic happened and out of the hat came ABK 
and Vitesse Arnhem, So for the purists out there it is a 
chance to see two of the best (Greek) strikers of their 
generation go head-to-head in their search for Euro 
glory. Machlas already has the European reputation to 
match his stature but for Demi it is the chance to carve 
out a new chapter for himself after moves to Juye and 
Anderlecht failed to materialise. Exports or domestic? 
Which is better? Only fime will tell! 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK | 


Wwo goals by second-half substitute Filippo Inzaghi 
won the Berlusconi Trophy for Juventus as it beat 
beat AC Milan, 2-1, before a crowd of 75,000. 

A new-look Milan dominated the first half and took 
the lead with a 31st-minute header from Germany's 
Oliver Bierhoff, who, like new coach Alberto 
Zaccheroni, had just arrived from Udinese. 

But it was Juventus! fighting spirit that turned the 
match around in the second half, with the shrewdest 
move coming from coach Marcello Lippi to send on 
Inzaghi after half-time. 

Inzaghi, who had been rested after suffering an 
adductor muscle injury, collided with the ball after it had 
bounced free from German goalkeeper Jens Lehmann 
and sent it over the line in the 66th minute. 

‘The man Juventus fans call "Super Pippo” then fol- 
lowed up with a winner five minutes from time after 
another defensive error. 

AC Milan veteran Alessandro Costacurta failed to 
intercept a cross from Uruguayan striker Daniel Fonseca 
and Inzaghi was left free to smack a first- time shot 
straight between Lehman's legs. 


tletico Madrid have told Christian Vieri he can join 

Lazio after agreeing a fee with the Roman club, Ina 
statement released last week, Atletico said: “In light of 
Christian Vieri’s wish to leave the club and return to 
Italy and following an offer received from Lazio, 
Atletico Madrid have decided to transfer the player, sub- 
ject to his negotiations with the club.” 


Vieri’s transfer fee is believed to be around $30 mil- 
lion. The decision by Atletico to sell their prized asset 
comes after a breakdown in the working relationship of 
the player and the club’s new coach, Arrigo Sacchi. 

The former AC Milan and Italian national team boss. 
has reportedly been angered by Vieri’s attitude in recent 
training sessions and seems now to have finally lost 
patience with the player. 

Sacchi was quoted as saying: “You will never play 
for this club again while I'm here.” -~ 

Vieri insisted that he intended to stay at Atletico and 
work out his differences with Sacchi. Vieri, who scored 
24 goals in Spain last season followed by a five-goal 
haul in the World Cup, has been forced to train with the 
second team over the past few days and it now appears 
Sacchi has been true to his word. 


“I'm sure it’s the toughest match and we would have 
preferred it to be the final. We began our European his- 
tory against Real,” said Facchetti, a member of the Inter 
side that beat the Spaniards in the 1964 final in Vienna, 
Twice winners Inter retained the trophy the following 


year. 

Real and Inter, who won the UEFA Cup last season, 
are in group C with Spartak Moscow and SK Sturm 
Graz who clash in Austria on day one, September 16. 

Facchetti said; “Spartak are not among the top clubs 
in Europe but the Russians are always spirited rivals.” 

Juventus, who have won one final and lost two in the 
past three years, are in Group B with Spain’s third 
entrants Athletic Bilbao, whose French coach Luis 
Fernandez said: “We may be the smallest side but we 
have nothing to lose and everything to win.” 


The deal worked out actually represents a loss for 
Atletico on what they might have received for Vieri 
immediately after his exploits in France “98. 

Lazio, one of several clubs to enquire about the 
Italian’s availability, tabled ani offer reportedly worth a 
staggering $39.47 million. 

Vieri had been expected to resume his partnership 
with Brazilian Juninho this year but this latest problem 
— the 25-year-old Italian was last season dropped for 
one game and fined an undisclosed sum for insulting 
former coach Radomir Antic — has persuaded Atletico 
to sell. 

Curiously, Vieri did not play in the recent 3-0 friend- 
ly victory over Lazio, Sacchi instead using Spanish 
international Kiko up front, and to good effect. 

Vieri will indeed form a solid partnership upfront 
with Chilean star Marcelo Salas, arguably the most 
potent striking force in European football. 


Ee Cup holders Real Madrid meet Inter in a 
clash of giants on the opening day of the 
Champions’ League next month after being drawn in the 
same group. 

“On top of a tough opening game we lose home 
advantage (against Inter),” Real president Lorenzo Sanz 
said. 

“This is the biggest clash in European football 
today,” said former Inter defender Giancinto Facchetti, 
now a club official, 


Beers William Hill have installed Juventus as 
3-1 favorites to win the European Cup after the 
Champions’ League draw was made, Holders Real 
Madrid are 9-1. 

Leading odds: 3-1 Juventus 9-2 Inter 8-1 Arsenal 
Barcelona 9-1 Real Madrid 10-1 Ajax 11-1 Manchester 
United 14-1 Bayern Munich 

It is very interesting to see that both the Italian clubs 
are rated as the favourites by the English bookmakers, A 
lot of confidence shown in Ronaldo, Zidane, Baggio, 
Del Piero and co. 


Bee soccer is clear of drugs but players could be 
boosting their performances and endangering their 
health by the unchecked use of restoratives, an enquiry 
concluded last week. 

Ugo Longo, who led the National Olympic 
Committee (CONT) enquiry, gave his mixed verdict after 
spending the past two weeks gathering 33 testimonies 
following a drugs warning by AS Roma coach Zdenek 
Zeman, 

The verdict could have far-reaching implications for 
the game in Italy, where the CONI also doubles as the 
government's sports ministry. 

"We reached our conclusions unanimously," Longo 
said. "We believe we can confidently say that the doping 
phenomenon does not exist in football. 

"At the same time, though, it's good to raise an alarm: 
if the search for sporting performance gets out of hand, 


it could lead to an increasing use of substances such as 
restoratives. 

“These, in turn, can enable an athlete to improve his 
performance, but on the other hand, they also put their 
health at risk.” 

He went on: "The problem concerns the indiserimi- 
nate use of medicines and we believe that it will in 
everyone's interest, and especially the footballers’, for 
there to be guidelines on this.” 

Among the substances in the dock here this week is 
the widely-used, and perfectly legal, aminoacid creatine, 
which improves muscle performance. 

Although it is found naturally in the body and is 
absorbed by eating steak, Longo's experts believe 
that taking it in large quantities in pill form boosts 
muscle mass. 

"We have highlighted our perplexities, which are 
shared by leading pharmacologists, concerning prod- 
ucts such as creatine,” he said. 

As for Zeman, who faces legal action from 
Juventus for his expressed amazement at the muscles 
on present and past idols Alessandro Del Piero and 
Gianluca Vialli, Longo appeared to support the 
Czech coach. 

Zeman's warning "is one that should be accepted, 
and it has been by the CONI's anti-doping enquiry 
and by the leading figures in the world of football 
who have responded to our summons," he said, 

Longo saw his task as being "a spokesman for the 
need for clarity over the use of substances which are 
deemed to be legal. 

“That elarity is needed because medical opinion is 
divided and because for the footballers’ sake, the true 
effectiveness of these substances needs to be estab- 
lished,” he said, 

A copy of their final report is now heading for the 
in-tray of CONI president Mario Pescante, who will 
have to decide what action to take, 

Calls for the banning of creatine have aiready been 
made this week 

As a member of the International Olympic 
Committee, Pescante is only too well aware that ban- 
ning creatine in Italy would mean cutting across the 
TOC banned list, which currently does not include the 
aminoacid. 

‘These findings by the CONI enquiry will hopeful- 
ly put to rest all the media attention surrounding what 
has been called in Italy “il caso Zeman”. The real 
action- on the field- is less than two weeks away. 


azio beat Juventus 2-1 on Saturday in the one-leg 
Supercup to win the first trophy of the Italian sea- 
son. The Rome side were forced onto the defensive as 
Juventus opened in spirited form, but moved onto the 
attack to grab a 1-0 lead iff the 38th minute with @ goal 
by Pavel Nedved, set up by Roberto Mancini 
The second half saw a lacklustre Juventus but a Lazio 
in fighting mood, their advantage boosted when Juve 
striker Filippo Inzaghi was sent off in the 63rd minute, 
The Turin team, playing at home, equalized in the 
87th minute with a penalty from Alessandro Del Piero. 
But Sergio Conceicao delivered victory to Lazio in 
extra time when he put the ball away in the 93rd minute. 
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UEFA Cup 
Second League 
Champions League 
Second Leg 


Anderlecht (Belgium) 2, Osijek (Croatia) 0 
(aggregate 3-3; Anderlecht advanced on 1-0 away 
goals) 

AEK Athens (Greece) 4, Ferencvaros (Hungary) 0 
(AEK Athens advanced on 6-4 aggregate) 

CSKA Sofia (Bulgaria) 2, Molde (Norway) 0 

(CSKA advanced on 2-0 aggregate) 

Dynamo Moscow (Russia) 1, Polonia Warsaw 
(Poland) 0 

(Dynamo Moscow advanced on 2-0 aggregate) 
Fenerbahce (Turkey) 1, IFK Goteborg (Sweden) 0 
(aggregate 2-2; Fenerbahce advanced on 1-0 away 
goals) 

Grazer AK (Austria) 2, Vaasa (Finland) 0 

(Grazer AK advanced on 3-0 aggregate) 

Inter Bratislava (Slovakia) 2, Slavia Prague (Czech 
Republic) 0 

(Slavia Prague advanced on 4-2 aggregate) 

Malmo FF (Sweden) 1, Hajduk Split (Croatia) 2 
(Hadjuk advanced'on 3-2 aggregate) 

Otelul Galati (Romania) 0, Vejle (Denmark) 3 

(Vejle advanced on 6-0 aggregate) 

PAOK Salonika (Greece) 0, Rangers (Scotland) 0, tie 
(Rangers advanced on 2-0 aggregate) 

Rapid Vienna (Austria) 2, Omonia (Cyprus) 0 
(aggregate 3-3; Rapid Vienna advanced on 1-0 away 
goals) 

Rotor Volgograd (Russia) 1, Crvena Zvezda 
(Yugoslavia) 2 

(Crvena Zvezda advanced on 4-2 aggregate) 

Servette (Switzerland) 1, Germinal Ekeren 
(Belgium) 2 

(Servette advanced on 5-3 aggregate) 

Sigma Olomouc (Czech Republic) 2, Kilmarnock 
(Scotland) 0 

(Sigma Olomouc advanced on 4-0 aggregate) 
Silkeborg (Denmark) 2, Mura (Slovenia) 0 

(Silkeborg advanced on 2-0 aggregate) 

Shakthar Donetsk (Ukraine) 3, FC Zurich 
(Switzerland) 2 

(FC Zurich advanced on 6-3 aggregate) 

Stromsgodset (Norway) 1, Hapoel Tel-Aviy (Israel) 0 
(aggregate 1-1; Stromsgodset advanced 4-2 on penalty 
kicks) 

Trabzonspor (Turkey) 1, Wisla Krakow (Poland) 2 
(Wisla Krakow advanced on 7-2 aggregate) 

Zalgiris Vilnius (Lithuania) 0, Brann (Norway) 0, tie 
(Brann advanced on 1-0 aggregate) 

Ruch Chorzow (Pol) 0, Bologna (Ita) 2 

Bologna win 3-0 on aggregate 


“LKS Lodz (Pol) 
_ Anderlecht (Bel) 
FO se (Bul) 


Intertoto o Cup 
Final-Round 


Ruch Chorzow (Pol) 0 Bologna (Ita) 2 
Bologna win 3-0 on aggregate 

Vojvodina (Yug) 1 Werder Bremen (Ger) 1 
Werder Bremen won 2-1 on aggregate 
Valencia (Spa) 2 Salzburg (Aut) 1 

Valencia win 4-1 on aggregate 


European Cu 
Second Hrore Round, rea Leg 


Spartak Moscow (Russia) 6, Litex Lovech (Bulgaria) 2 
Spartak Moscow wins 11-2 on aggregate 

Betar Jerusalem (Israel) 4, Benfica (Portugal) 2 
Benfica wins 8-4 on aggregate 

Metz (France) 1, HJK Helsinki (Finland) 1 

HJK Helsinki wins 2-1 on aggregate 


Club Brages (Belgium) 4, Rosenborg Trondheim _ 


(Norway) 2 

Panathinaikos (Greece) 6, Steaua Bucharest 
(Romania) 

Panathinaikos wins 8-5 on aggregate 

Skonto Riga (Latvia) 1, Inter Milan (Italy) 3 

Brondby wins 2-1 on aggregate 

Grasshoppers (Switzerland) 2, Galatasaray (Turkey) 3 
Galatasaray win 5-3 on aggregate 

Croatia Zagreb (Croatia) 3, Celtic (Scotland) 0 
Croatia Zagreb wins 3-1 on aggregate 

Obilic Belgrade (Yugoslavia) 1, Bayern Munich 
(Germany) 1 

Bayern wins 5-1 on aggregate 

Ujpest (Hungary) 2, Sturm Graz (Austria) 3 

Sturm Graz wins 7-2 aggregate 


Athletic Bilbao (Spain) 1, Dynamo Tbilisi (Georgia) 0 | 


Ageregate 2-2. Athletic Bilbao win on away goals rule 


IFA, battling to avert the creation of a breakaway 
Super League, said il may merge two of Europe's 
three major competitions. A meeting of European soc- 


| cer’s governing body in Geneva rejected plans for a 


Super League, involving top teams such as Manchester 
United and Real Madrid, and said it may merge the 
UEFA Cup and Cup Winners’ Cup. 

UEFA spokesman Guido Tognoni said the meeting 
of top soccer officials from eight European countries 
agreed to study changing the format of the Champions 
League - Europe’s top tournament - and possibly 
expanding it to 32 teams from 24 at present. 

Tognoni rejected any attempt to form a Super 
League. “The essence of the meeting was that they man- 
dated UEFA to reform the competitions,” he said, 

The decision was taken at the first meeting of the 
Committee for Professional Football in UEFA, a group 
set up to meet the challenge posed by what the football 
body refers to as a “private project.” 

“The unanimous result was to reject the private pro- 
ject,” he said, adding the committee agreed to mandate 
UEFA to reform European competitions. “This was the 
essence of the meeting. 


pe World Cup striker Peter Moeller is to sign 
for Spanish first division Oviedo this week, Danish 
media reported on Wednesday. 

Moeller, 26, joined Dutch club PSV Eindhoven a 


| year-ago from Danish champions Brondby. 


| 
| 
| 


Sparta Prague (Czech Republic) 0, Dynamo Kiev | 


(Ukraine) 1 

Aggregate at 90 mins and after extra time 1-1 

Dynamo Kiev won 3-1 on penalties 

Anorthosis Famagusta (Cyprus) 2, Olympiakos 
Piraeus (Greece) 4 

‘Olympiakos Piraeus wins 6-3 on aggregate 

LKS Lodz (Poland) 0, Manchester Unie (England) 0 
Manchester United win 2-0 on aggregal 

PSV Eindhoven (Netherlands) 4, Maribor Teatanic 
(Slovenia) 1 

PSV Eindhoven win 5-3 on aggregate 


Feyenoord (Ned) 
Celta Vigo (Spa) > 
_AS.Roma (lta) 
“AS Monaco (Fra) - 

Grasshopper (Swi) 


Moeller’s contract with Oviedo would run until 2001. 
No details of the transfer fee were given. 


G=2 Rangers are understood to be considering a 
[protest to UEFA about the treatment of their fans 
by PAOK Salonika’s notorious supporters during last 
week's UEFA Cup qualifying match in Greece, 

Rangers chief executive Bob Brannan is expected 
to have talks with chairman David Murray in the 
next day or so about whether to make an official 
complaint. 

If they do, it could mean a heavy punishment for 
the Greek club, who were banned from European 
competition for two years in 1992 when fans rioted 
against Paris St Germain. 

Brannan, along with security chief Laurence 
McIntyre, sat in with the small group of Ibrox support 
ers at a ground known as the Tomb and he said he was 
appalled at what developed during the match. 

“It was very scary, not at all a pleasant experience,” 
Brannan told the Glasgow Evening Times, "We were 
subjected to al sorts of missiles, 


arlsruhe coach Jorg Berger was sacked on 
Wednesday after only five months in the job which 
included relegation from Germany's Bundesliga in May. 
Karlsruhe are second from bottom in the second di 
sion with four losses from their opening five matches 
‘and are far removed from their ambition of direct pro- 
motion back to the top flight. 
"In our current situation it was the only decision pos- 
sible," club president Roland Schmider said. 


Berger, 49, has been sacked on many occasions 
before — from Fortuna Dusseldorf, Eintracht Frankfurt, 
Cologne and Schalke 4 —and reportedly rubs players 
up-the wrong way with his authoritarian style of man- 
agement, do have signed Danish World Cup striker 
Peter Moeller from PSV Eindhoven, and Yugoslav 
international defender Albert Nadj on a free transfer 
from Betis. 


erman coach Berti Vogts continues to be critisised 
for his handling of his World Cup campaign, this 
time by striker Oliver Bierhoff. 

“We must certainly talk things over,” the AC Milan 
player said, “The communication inside the team must 
be improved and so must the communication between 
the team and the coach as well as between the team and 
the (German) federation.” 

“The team must be built on a strong foundation and 
the players must have more security than they had dur- 
ing the World cup. You must be able to. allow yourself 
‘one weak game without immediately being questioned.” 

Bierhoff is the favourite for the German captaincy, 
said he felt the bosses should have listened to what the 
players had to say. 

Too often, our opinion was disregarded and matters 
arranged without us even receiving an answer, he said, 
naming an example the fact the player's wife’s were not 
allowed to travel on the same plane as their husbands 
during the team’s trips in France. 

Several players have criticised Vogts and two of 
them, defenders Olaf Thon and Stefan Reuter cited their 
relationship with him as the main reason for their deci- 
sion to end their international career, 


ysis made it two wins from two as substitutes Peter 
Hoekstra and Tijjani babangida scored in a 2-0 win 
over Roda JC in the Dutch first division. 

After a lacklustre first half which ended 0-0, coach 
Morten Olsen brought on his substitutes at the start of 
the second half to improve things. 

‘A 52nd minute error by Australian goalkeeper Zeljko 
Kalac gave Hoekstra the chance to put Ajax in the lead, 
and with Kalac still looking shaky Babangida made it 2- 
0 with eight minutes to go. 


EFA's Euro 2000 chief Guido Tognoni said on 

Saturi!iy he would visit Belgium this Thursday to 
review preparations for the European championship 
finals. 

“We haye not threatened the organizers that we 
would take the tournament from them if they are way 
behind with the building work on the stadiums," he said. 

"But I know they are behind," he said following. 
reports on Belgian radio from Monaco that he had made 
this threat. 

Tognoni also said he had heard ‘hrough the media 
about the Dutch interior minister's proposal that the 
tournament should be crammed into two weeks, 

"Euro 96 was three to four weeks long,” he sid, "But 
T want to hear this idea myself." 
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SQUADS 


De coach Bo Johansson published an 
18-man squad for their Euro 2000 qualify- 
ing Group C match against Belarus in Minsk on 
September 5: 

Peter Schmeichel (Manchester United/Eng), 
Mogens Krogh (Brondby), Soeren Colding 
(Brondby), Per Frandsen (Bolton/Eng), Thomas 
Gravesen (Hamburger SV/Ger), Thomas 
Helveg (Milan AC/Ita), Jan Heintze (Bayer 04 
Leverkusen/Ger), Mare Rieper (Celtic/Sco), 
Rene Henriksen (AB), Jes Hoegh (Fenerbahce 
Spor/Tur), Allan Nielsen (Tottenham/Eng), 
Claus Thomsen (AB), Ole Tobiasen (Ajax 
Amsterdal/Ned), Soeren Andersen (Bristol 
City/Eng), Martin Joergensen (Udinese/Ita), 
Peter Moeller (PSV Eindhoven/Ned), Ebbe 
Sand (Brondby), Jon Dahl Tomasson 
(Feyenoord/Ned). 


Ree national team coach called up a 
avily rejuvenated 25-man squad for this 
week’s European championship preliminary 
‘against Liechtenstein at home, and for a subse- 
quent friendly against Germany, 

"I called an unusually big 25-men squad to 
indicate that I have more players in mind,” 
Victor Piturca said. "I'll decide on a final 18- 
Men squad after this week's European games." 

Piturca, who replaced Anghel lordanescu as 
Romania's coach last month, called defender 
Danie! Prodan, who has yet to be fielded by 
Glasgow Rangers, three months after his move 
from Atletico Madrid, 

He called up four young uncapped players 
— goalkeeper Tiberiu Lung, midfielders 
Catalin Haldan and Tonut Lutu and forward 
Adrian Mihaleea. The 25-man squad also 
includes another five players with only one or 
two caps, 3 

Romania are at home for their opening pre- 
liminary match for the 2000 finals on 
September 2 and will meet Germany's new 
team in Malta on September 5. 

Romania's squad: 

Goalkeepers: Bogdan Stelea (Salamanca), 
Bogdan Lobont (Rapid Bucharest), Tiberiu 
Lung (Universitatea Craiova) 

Defenders; Cosmin Contra (Dinamo 
Bucharest), Dan Petrescu (Chelsea), Gheorghe 
Popescu and lulian Filipescu (Galatasaray 
Istanbul), Liviu Ciobotariu (Dinamo 
Bucharest), Florin Batrinu (Dinamo Bucharest), 
Daniel Prodan Glasgow Rangers); 

Midfielders: Ioan Ovidiu Sabau (Rapid 
Bucharest), Florentin Petre (Dinamo 
Bucharest), Denis Serban (Steaua Bucharest), 
Costel Galca (Espanyol Barcelona), Ionut 
Lupescu (Dinamo Bucharest), Gabriel Popescu 
(Valencia), Catalin Haldan (Dinamo 
Bucharest), Catalin Munteanu (Salamanca), 
fonut Lutu (Universitatea Craiova), Dorinel 
Munteanu (FC Koln); 

Forwards: Adrian Ilie (Valencia), Viorel 
Moldovan (Fenerbahce Istanbul), lonel 
Danciulescu (Steaua Bucharest), Radu 
Niculescu (National Bucharest), Adrian 
Mihaleea (Dinamo Bucharest). 


Sen coach Javier Clemente dropped six 
World Cup players from his squad for the 
opening European Championship qualifier in 
Cyprus on September 5. 

Clemente has responded to a wave of criti- 
cism for his tactics and team selection for 
France 98 — where Spain were eliminated at 
the group stage in one of the major surprises of 
the tournament — with a major overhaul of his 
squad, 

Out go former Barcelona pair Albert Ferrer, 
the defender who moved to Chelsea in pre-sea- 
son, and striker Juan Pizzi, now with Riyer 
Plate. Also dropped are current Barca midfield- 
er Albert Celades, Real Madrid centre-back 
Ivan Campo, Athletic Bilbao midfielder Julen 
Guerrero and Atletico Madrid keeper Francisco 
Molina. 

Veteran goalkeeper Andoni Zubizarreta, 
who retired at the end of the World Cup, makes 
way for Antonio Prats of Real Betis, while the 
other new players in the squad are Michel 


Salgado, Celta Vigo's highly-rated defender, 
and Athletic Bilbao midfielder Santiago 
Ezquerro. : 

Squad: 

Goalkeepers: Santiago Canizares 
(Valencia), Antonio Prats (Real Betis) 

Defenders: Rafael Alkorta (Athletic 
Bilbao), Carlos Aguilera (Atletico Madrid), 
Sergi Barjuan, Abelardo Antuna, Miguel Angel 
Nadal (all Barcelona), Miche! Salgado (Celta 
Vigo), Agustin Aranzabal (Real Sociedad) 

Midfielders: Luis Enrique (Barcelona), 
Guillermo Amor (Fiorentina), Femando Hierro 
(Real Madrid), Santiago Ezquerro (Athletic 
Bilbao) 

Strikers: Joseba Etxeberria (Athletic 
Bilbao), Francisco Kiko (Atletico Madrid), 


Alfonso Munoz (Real Betis), Fernando | 


Morientes, Raul Gonzalez (both Real Madrid), 


Luis Enrique ... held his spot in Spain's 
squad. 


lurkey named a 20-man squad for the Sept. 

5, European championship qualifier against 
Northern Ireland in Istanbul; 

Goalkeepers; Rustu Rencber (Fenerbahce), 
Engin Ipekoglu (Dardanelspor) 

Defenders: Alpay Ozalan (Besiktas), Hakan 


Unsal (Galatasaray), Saffet Akbas 
(Fenerbahce), Mert Korkmaz (Kocaelispor), 
Emre Asik (Istanbulspor) 


Midfielders: Tayfur Havutcu (Besiktas), 
Okan Buruk (Galatasaray), Tayfun Korkut 
(Fenerbahce), Tugay Kerimoglu (Galatasaray), 
Abdullah Ercan (Trabzonspor), Arif Erdem 
(Galatasaray), Oguz Cetin (Istanbulspor), 
Sergen Yalcin (Istanbulspor) 

Forwards: Hakan Sukur (Galatasaray), 
Oktay Derelioglu (Besiktas), Hasan Sas 


(Galatasaray), Hami Mandirali (Schalke 04), i 


Ayhan Akman (Besiktas) 


ustria will be without injured regulars 


Heimo Pfeifenberger and Arnold Wetl for 
their opening European championship qualifier 
‘against Israel on September 5. 

Also missing is Andreas Herzog from 
Germany's Werder Bremen. The midfielder is 
nursing a foot injury and is uncertain when he 
can return to the national squad. 

Franz Wohlfahrt from VfB Stuttgart has 
become Austria's number one goalkeeper after 
the retirement of Michael Konsel. 

‘Squad announced on Thursday; 

Goalkeepers: Franz Wohlfahrt (VfB 
Stuttgart), Wolfgang Knaller (Austria Vienna) 


Defenders: Wolfgang Feiersinger (Borussia 
Dortmund), Martin Hiden (Leeds United), 
Guenther Neukirchner (Sturm Graz), Anton 
Pfeffer (Austria Vienna), Peter Schoettel 
(Rapid Vienna) 

Midfielders: Dietmar Kuehbauer (Real 
Sociedad), Roman Maehlich (Sturm Graz), 
Hannes Reinmayr (Sturm Graz), Markus 
Schopp (Sturm Graz), Peter Stoeger (LASK 
Linz), Andreas Heraf (Rapid Vienna), Martin 
Amerhauser (SV Salzburg) 

Forwards: Harald Cerny (TSV 1860 
Munich), Mario Haas (Sturm Graz), Ivica 


Vastic (Sturm Graz), Christian Mayrleb 


(Austria Vienna) 


KLUIVERT GOES 
TC BARCA 


atrick Kluivert has joined his former Ajax coach 

Luis van Gaal at Barcelona, increasing Ajax’s con- 

tingent of Dutch internationals to six. The former 

AC Milan striker, who had been linked to a move to 
Manchester united, completed his move to the Catalan club 
late on Friday (August 28) just minutes before the Spanish 
transfer deadline, 

The 22 year old has signed a four year deal with Barcelona, 
after a day of negotiations by Barcelona vice-president Joan 
Gaspart. 

“We have signed Kluivert on a four year contract but we hope 
he stays with us for many more seasons to come, We all know he 
is a great player, an exceptional player, and I’m just glad we 
haye been able to bring him here now,” said Gaspart, 

At the Nou Camp he will link up with five other Dutch inter- 
nationals goalkeeper Ruud Hesp, defenders Michael Reiziger 
and Winston Bogarde, midfielder Phillip Cocu and fellow striker 
Boudewijn Zenden. 

The number could be increased during the season as Gaspart 
insisted Frank and Ronald de Boer could still become Barcelona 
players, 

“We haven't given up on the de Boer brothers, it just wasn’t 
possible to sign them this time.” 

Kuivert had a miserable time in Milan, scoring just six goals, 
but an impressive World Cup after his dismissal for elbowing 
Belgian Lorenzo Staelens showed him to be back on form. 


The young striker has had a roller coaster ride in the last three 
years. As an 18 year old he scored the winning goal for Ajax in 
the European cup final, but controversy has since followed him. 
He was guilty of causing death by dangerous driving and given a 
suspended jail sentence, then he and three friends faced accusa- 
tions of rape. Charges were dropped four months ago because of 
lack of evidence. 

In 1994 Kluivert scored 18 goals in his first season at Ajax, 
then 15 goals the following year in 28 games. 

Coach van Gaal, while pleased with his expensive signing, 
admitted that he now has a selection headache. Kluivert has been 
warned he faces a battle with Brazilian striker sonny Anderson 
for the central striking role at the Spanish champions. 

“Normally, one of the two players will be on the substitutes 
bench,” said the Dutch coach who bought Anderson from 
Monaco last year, 

“Everyone at the club is going to have to fight for their place 
and Kluivert is no exception,” 

_Kiuivert’s signing was the biggest deal on a frantic final day 
of transfer negotiation in Spain. 

Kluivert was registered along with Argentine defender 
Marcelo Pellegrino, who signed on a loan deal from Velez, 
Sursfield in the final hour before the transfer deadline, 

However, Real Betis beat that, leaving just three minutes to. 
register Paraguayan international Celso Ayala, who moved from 
River Plate, The stylish defender impressed during the World 
Cup, and has signed a five year deal with Betis 
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ERIC’S PLAYING 
HISTORY 


1983; Makes professional debut for Auxerre title before moving to Manchester United in $2.4mil- 


41985: Loaned to Martigues after making just 13 appear- lion deal 

ances and scoring two goals in three seasons for 1993: Fined $2,000 by the FA for spitting at a Leeds 

Auxerre. fan in his first game back at Elland Road 

1986: Returned to Auxerre and over the with Manchester United, whom he then 
next two seasons made 68 appear- helps to the Premiership title, Sent off 
‘ances and scored 21 goals in United's European Cup defeat by 

1987: Receives heavy fine for Galatasaray in Istanbul, Turkey, 
punching his team's goalkeeper, i for accusing the referee of cheat- 
giving him a black eye. Makes / ing, scuffles with Turkish police 
his debut for France against West and is banned by UEFA for four 
Germany. \ European games. 

1988: Joins Marseille in French 1994: Scores two goals in the 4-0 
record $4million deal. Banned from FA Cup final over Chelsea as 
French team for one year after swear- United complete the League and Cup 
ing at national coach Henri Michel double. Voted PFA Player of the Year 

1989: Suspended indefinitely by Marseille 1995: Sent off at Crystal Palace on January 25 
‘after kicking the ball into the crowd and throwing his after a Kung-Fu kick at fan Matthew ‘Simmons, His 
shirt at a referee after being substituted. Joins actions lead to him being banned from all football 
Bordeaux on Toan, then moves to Montpellier for until September 30 and fined $20,000 by the FA. A 

$600,000. two-week prison sentence for the offence is varied on 

1990; Banned by Montpellier for 10 days after smash- appeal to 120 hours of community service. Returns to 
ing his boots into the face of team-mate Jean action on October | and scores @ penalty ina 
Claude Lemoult. Returns to Marseille 2-2 draw against Liverpool. 

1991: Signs for Nimes but is banned for 1996; Voted Footballer of the Year by the 
three games after throwing the ball Football Writers Association and 
‘ata referee. At the disciplinary scores winning goal in FA Cup 
hearing, he walks up to each final against Liverpool as United 
committee member and says: ‘complete the double for the sec- 
"Jdiot". His ban is increased to ‘ond time in three seasons 
two months, so Cantona 1997: Member of a championship- 
responds by announcing his winning side for the fifth time in 
retirement from soccer. six seasons but a week after the 

1992: Comes out of retirement for a Premiership finale, announces his 
trial with Sheffield Wednesday, but retirement from professional soccer. 

walks out after being asked to remain 1998; Working in the acting field and 

for a further week and joins Leeds for — doing charity work. Returned to Old 

$1.8m, Helps the Elland Road side win the League ‘Trafford two weeks ago in charity game . 


LITERARY GEMS.-- 

“T think a lot of officials thought I was dead after the ban. But since I was not completely dead and 
since I was even ressurrected, they have done everything to make sure I died a second time. We'll 
see who dies in the end.” 

Eric on his eight month ban from football. 

“Pleasure can be silence after a deafining din. Calm after a crowd. Going up into the mountains 
and listening to the silence.” 

Eric in a reflective mood. 

"Tt's not the darkness of death that worries me, but the thought of no longer existing in the bright 
light of living." 

Eric on life and death. 

= “Racism is something I can't come to terms with. The richer the dialogue beteween cultures the 
; more we will all come fo understand the world around us. Cultural diversity makes us smarter" 
~Eric’s views on living together. 


Se Thave absolutely no regrets. I had total conviction about my selection." 
; imé Jaquet on leaving Eric out of his Euro '96 squad. 
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“Not only could Eric play but he has been the only world foot- 
baller ever to successfully merge Kickboxing, poetry, sublime 
philosphy and B Grade acting with playing for Manchester 
United, George Best tried but failed after his second bourbon.” 

The Four Diegos 
Melbourne Soccer’s Radio Stars 


“He had that arrogance, yet he was interesting and just a really 
great player. He is one of my favourites.” 
Brad Swancott 


Young Socceroo and. Newcastle Breakers keeper 


“He revitalised a club that was really going nowhere. Their 
success in this decade was brought about almost single-handedly 
by this man. Their success since he has left can also be attributed 


to him.” 
Graham Cooke 
Canberra Correspondent 


“The kind of player you dream about. Articulate interesting 
yet enigmatic, he was such a character off the field. On the field 


‘bad movie actor too! 


Aidan Ormond 
- ‘ABSW editor 


“The double season will always be the Eric Cantona season. He 
scored five in the league in the last few weeks and scored against 
Liverpool in the final. Like a phoenix from the ashes he rose 
above the shame of his Kung-fu kick to give to fans and the club 
a parting gift that will never be equalled in the annalls of English 
Premier League, The King is dead; Long live the King. 


A.D, Akratos 
ABSW writer 


“| liked him although he played better in England: than for 


France” 
Henri 


Works at deli close to ABSW and is.a big Soccer. fan 


Be veterans of this summer's World Cup hooli- 
‘ganism in France are still free to travel to football 
matches abroad, according to a newspaper report Friday. 

‘The Express said that because of a legal loophole, 
London had found it was unable to force fans convicted 
of football violence during the France 98 tournament to 
report to local police stations during England games 
abroad. 


imbledon players have resolved their dispute with 
the club over bonus payments and have called an 
end to their vow of silence. 

‘The players have been ‘on strike’ since the eve of the 
season when they decided to stop conducting media 
interviews and assisting the club in any promotional 
activities. 

The dispute threatened to damage their start to the 
season but they are unbeaten after two games. 

After reaching a compromise with director Sam 
Hammam skipper Robbie Earle said: ‘An agreement has 
been reached between the management and the players.’ 


RY Keane, who missed most of last season due to a 
cruciate ligament injury, was selected Wednesday 
in Ireland's 22-man squad for the European 
Championship qualifying match against Croatia in 
Dublin on September 5. 

‘The Manchester United midfielder returned to action 
with United this season and is expected to play a crucial 
role in Ireland's Euro campaign starting against Croatia, 
the team which finished third at the World Cup in 
France in July, 

Ireland coach Mick McCarthy said he couldn't stress 
how important it was to have Keane back on the team. 

"He is regarded as one of the best in Europe and the 
world, and we don't have many of those," he said. 


"Bach game he has had since his comeback has given 
him more confidence. Back playing international foot- 
ball will be another step up the ladder.” 

McCarthy also recalled Norwich forward Keith 
O'Neill and veterans Ray Houghton and Tony 
Cascarino, 

McCarthy said he was confident his Irish-side could 
beat Croatia in its first qualifying game for the 2000 
European Championship in Belgium and the 
Netherlands, 

"At home we have the ability to cause problems for 
anybody. Croatia is a good side but we can beat them. 
because we have a strong squad and are an improving 
team,” he said. 

Ireland's second Euro clash is against Yugoslavia in 
Belgrave on October 10. 


icky Butt is out of England's European 
Championship qualifier with Sweden in Stockholm 
on Saturday. 

The Manchester United midfielder pulled out of 
Glenn Hoddle's squad last night because of a problem 
with his wisdom teeth, which require immediate 
surgery. The 23-year-old is the only player so far to cry 
off. 


FA spokesman David Davies said: ‘Glenn deliberate- 
ly named quite a large squad so there is no need to 
call up anyone different.’ 

Defeat in Stockholm would be a big setback for 
Hoddle, who has some tricky decisions. 

He must decide whether to risk Jamie Redknapp in 
central midfield for the suspended David Beckham or 
bank on Darren Anderton's World Cup form rather than 
his stumbling start for Tottenham. 
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ALLY IS BACK 


SCcoTs 


lly McCoist shot himself back into the 
Scotland squad yesterday with his first hat- 
trick since joining Kilmarnock from 
Rangers during the close season. 

Coach Craig Brown was witness to the striker’s spec- 
tacular feat in scoring all Kilmarnock's goals in their 3-0 
defeat of Hearts at Rugby Park and promptly called him 
up for Saturday's opening European Championship 
qualifying tie against Lithuania in Vilnius. 

‘Circumstances have changed,’ said Brown, who had 
overlooked McCoist, 36 in three weeks’ time, when he 
announced his squad on Thursday. 'He looks a lot fitter 
and, of course, Gordon Durie is out injured.’ 

McCoist expressed delight at being recalled, literally 
minutes afier delivering a thinly-veiled rebuke to Brown 
for not taking him to the World Cup Finals. 

‘I should have been there,’ he said. 'I'm not holding 
my breath that I might be picked again. Really, I can't 


see myself getting in now even though Scotland don't. 


have an overflow of strikers, But I'd never turn my back 
‘on my country. 

Brown was in the Rugby Park crowd, along with 
beleaguered brother Jock and Celtic coach Joe Venglos, 
to see McCoist single-handedly deny Hearts the chance 
of overtaking his old club Rangers at the top of the 
Premier League. 

McCoist celebrated his first after eight minutes. 
Jerome Vareille crossed from the right for McCoist to 
drive into the net from eight yards, 

His second came when he caught the ball on the 
bounce with a shot that gave keeper GillesRousset no 
chance and with four minutes left the striker knocked in 
an Jan Durrant pass. 

Rangers, who routed St Johnstone 4-0, have Lazio’s 
Alen Boksic in their sights. A $18million deal, includ- 
ing wages of $2m-plus a year, could be financed by 
Marco Negri going to Middlesbrough for $10m. 

An Eddie Annand penalty in the second minute of 
injury-time saw Dundee snatch a 1-1 draw with Celtic 
after Craig Burley had struck while Craig Hignett was 
sent off as Aberdeen held Dunfermline 1-1. 
In yesterday's other game, Kai Nyyssonen fired the deci- 
sive first-half goal as Motherwell beat Dundee 
United, 


ith no Premiership fixtures because of the opening 
European Championship qualifying matches on 
Saturday, attention tums to the First Division. 

Wolves will today try to maintain their 100 per cent 
Start to the season and reclaim their position at the top. 
when they take on mid-table Stockport at Molineux. 
With four wins out of four, Wolves have made their 
best start for 29 years and Mark McGhee's side have yet 
to concede a goal. 

They overcame Graham Taylor's Watford 2-0 on 
Friday with goals from veteran striker Steve Bull and 
teenage sensation Robbie Keane to go top of the 
League. But their reign lasted only 22 hours as 
Sunderland's 2-0 win at Ipswich on Saturday evening 
put them at the summit. 

Crystal Palace will be expected to pick up maximum 
points this afternoon when they entertain struggling 
‘Tranmere at Selhurst Park. John Aldridge's side have 
earned just two points from their first four games 


ia iin 


Ally McCoist 


and Palace manager Terry Venables is desperate to lift 
his players out of their mid-table position. 

Steve Bruce's indifferent start as Sheffield United 
boss comes under the microscope of the Sky TV 
cameras tonight as the Blades entertain Dario Gradi's 
Crewe. 

Fulham aim to build on their impressive start to the 
season when they travel to Oldham tomorrow night. 

Kevin Keegan was frustrated with his side's goalless 
draw against Bournemouth on Saturday and will be 
looking for a better performance against their fourth- 
from-bottom opponents. Joe Royle's Manchester 
City entertain Walsall, also tomorrow, still struggling 
for form. A last-minute equaliser from Shaun Goater 
on Saturday against Notts County spared their blushes, 

Friday sees the opening European Under 21 
Championship matches before the full international 
qualifiers get under way on Saturday. 


FIRST DIVISION 


Birmingham City 0 Barnsley 0 
Bolton Wanderers 2 Sheffield United 2, 
Huddersfield Town 3 Portsmouth 3 
Ipswich Town 0 Sunderland 0 
Oxford United 0 Grimsby Town 0 
Queens Park Rangers 0 Bury 0 
Stockport County 1 Crystal Palace 1 
‘Swindon Town it el—___ 

Tranmere Rovers 1 Bristol City 1 
W Bromwich Albion 2 Norwich City 0 


Ruud Gullit Profile 


1962; Born Amsterdam, September 1. 

1978: Signed for Dutch club Haarlem. 

1981; Made international debut for the Netherlands 
against Switzerland on 19th birthday. 


1982: Moved to Feyenoord. 
1985: Transferred to PSV Eindhoven for 400,000 
pounds ($610,000) 


1987: Signed by AC Milan for world record 5.5 million 
pounds ($8.4 million). Voted European and World 
Footballer of the Year. 

1988: Helped Milan to Italian league title. Captained 
‘Netherlands to European championship title, scoring 
in 2-0 final victory over the Soviet Union. Suffered 
serious knee injury. 

1993: Won third Italian League winners’ medal with 
Milan before joining Sampdoria. 

1994; Made international comeback against Scotland 
but walked out of training camp after another argu- 
ment with manager with the World Cup less than 


three weeks away, In all, made 66 appearances for 
the Netherlands, scoring 16 goals, Moved back to 
Milan for seven months before returning to 
Sampdoria. 

1995; Left Sampdoria on free transfer and signed two- 
year contract with Chelsea. 

May 1996: Named as Chelsea's player-manager in suc- 
cession to Glenn Hoddle, who left to beeome 
England coach. 

1996: Signed Gianluca Vialli on a free transfer from 
Juventus. He is soon joined by fellow Italians 
Roberto Di Matteo and Gianfranco Zola. 

May 1997: Led Chelsea to first major trophy in 26 
years, beating Middlesbrough 2-0 in the final. 

Feb 1998: Sacked as Chelsea manager and Vialli takes 
over, 

August 27, 1998: Replaces Kenny Dalglish at 
Newcastle. ($- 0.612 British Pounds) 


CHELSEA WIN 
ANOTHER CUP 


helsea's European Super Cup 1-0 win over 

Real Madrid gave French defender Franck 

Leboeuf a hand on a fifth trophy in a 

remarkable 15-month spell. A goal eight 
minutes from time through Uruguayan substitute 
Gutavo Poyet separated the Cup Winners’s Cup 
holders from the European champions. 

Leboeuf had a superb game to help Chelsea lift the 
trophy and add to two English cup victories in the last 
two seasons and the Cup Winners’ Cup. The 
Frenchman was also part of his country's 
World Cup triumph when he played in 
the final for suspended Laurent Blanc. 

(On Friday, he kept Chelsea in the 
match in the first half when Real 
should have gone in front, then 
helped them push forward after the 
interval. 

He almost scored when his fine 
curling shot from the left hit the far post. 
with goalkeeper Bodo Iigner beaten. 

The Frenchman should have taken the 
mian-of-the-match award instead of Poyet, even if 
the Uniguayan midfielder made a significant difference 
to Chelsea's attack when he came on for the last half 
hour. 

“Leboeuf was excellent this evening," Chelsea's 
player-manager Gianluca Vialli said. 

"Thanks to this match the players have understood 
what we have to do and that's good for the (league) 
championship," the Italian said, 

Vialli, who did not play, recognized that Chelsea had 
luck on its side and that Real were short of match 


fitnesselt only begin their Spanish championship 
campaign on Monday. 

"Real lacked rhythm because of a lack of 
championship matches,” he said, 

Vialli felt fortunate that the referee did not 
immediately see he wanted to take off Gianfranco Zola 
to give Brian Laudrup his debut when the score was still 
00. 


As Chelsea tried to attract the referee's attention, Zola 
laid on the winning goal. 

"If we play like today we can do great 
things in the championship," Zola said. 

"It's not easy to play against a team 

like Real, who are no doubt the best 

team in Europe at the moment given 

the number of good players they | 

have,” Vialli said. | 

Said Real's new Dutch coach, | 

Guus Hiddink; “We dominated the | 

first half against an Italian style team, | 
but when you dominate you must score 

and we didn't. 

“We're not at our best physically, there's lots 
to improve. This was a learning game. Chelsea is more 
Italian than English and they know exactly how to kill a 
match.” 

Chelsea, started the game with Itay's Zola and 
Pierluigi Casiraghi up front and Roberto Di Matteo in | 
midfield. 

Hiddink, who guided his country to the World Cup 
semifinals last month, said Real played good football 
but needed match fitness. 


DALGLISH: | WAS PUSHED 


enny Dalglish denied that he quit willingly 

as coach of English Premiership giants 

Newcastle United, claiming he had been 

sacked and vowing to take the club to 
court. 

Newcastle earlier claimed that Dalglish had offered 
to quit on Aug: 18, but stayed on at the club until they 
found a successor. 

Bu Dalglish, who has resigned from managerial 
posts at Liverpool and Blackburn in the past, was 
adamant he had been dismissed by Newcastle after just 
two matches of the new season. 

Ina statement he said; "Newcastle United plc's press 
release is seriously inaccurate. Their statement says that 
the club ‘reluctantly agreed to release Mr. Dalglish from 
his contract’. 

"The truth is that I did not resign. They terminated 
‘my contract without notice or any prior warning to me. 

"[ received first news of Newcastle United's decision 
through the press, 

No offer of compensation has been made. | have 
appointed legal advisers and will defend the interests of 
myself and my family vigorously." 

Dalglish, who is expected to fight for compensation 
after being replaced by former Chelsea striker Ruud 
Gullit after 18 months, added: "I have been advised that 
1 can make no further statement but in the meantime 1 
wish the club, its players and its supporters every 
success in the future.” 

Earlier West Ham manager Harry Redknapp blasted 


| Newcastle, saying he was shocked when he heard that 


Dalglish had been replaced by former Chelsea manager 
Gullit. : 

"How can you depose a manager just two games into 
a season when you have let him bring in nine or 10 new 
players in the summer?" asked Redknapp. 

"Now all those new players don't know if the new 


| manager likes them or wants them -- what a way to 


start! 


"I can't remember the last time a manager went after 
just two games. 

Not many people would have backed Kenny to be the 
first manager to lose his job.” 


Redknapp believed Dalglish was a scapegoat for the 
turmoil Neweastle have experienced off the pitch in 
recent months, 

* Neweastle chairman Freddie Shepherd and Doug 
Hall were forced to stand down in March after 
newspaper reports that they had mocked fans, dubbed 
star player Alan Shearer "Mary Poppins" and called 
local women "dogs". 

The pair have since returned to their posts after 
apologising. 

Earlier, the League Managers Association (LMA) 
offered to help Dalglish if he decided to take legal 
action against Newcastle following his abrupt departure, 


REDKNAPP 
SUPPORTS KENNY 


‘est Ham manager Harry Redknapp 

blasted Newcastle United's decision to part 

company with coach Kenny Dalglish after 
only two matches of the new English Premiership 
season. 

Redknapp said he was shocked when he heard that 
Dalglish had been replaced by former Chelsea manager 
Ruud Gullit after 18 months in charge of the struggling 
English giants. 


“How can you depose a manager just two games into 
season when you have let him bring in nine or 10 new 
players in the summer?" asked Redknapp. 

"Now all those new players don't know if the new 
manager likes them or wants them — what a way to 
start! 

"I can't remember the last time a manager went after 
just two games. Not many people would have backed 
Kenny to be the first manager to lose his job.” 

Redknapp believed Dalglish was a scapegoat for the 
turmoil Newcastle have experienced off the pitch in 
recent months. 

Neweastle chairman Freddie Shepherd and Doug 
Hall were forced to stand down in March after 
newspaper reports that they had mocked fans, dubbed 
star player Alan Shearer "Mary Poppins" and called 
local women “dogs”. 

The pair have since returned to their posts after 


| apologising. 


Redknapp added: "What has gone on behind the 
scenes is bizarre. 

“Kenny has gone yet the people who caused all the 
trouble are back on the board, It make you wonder what 
goes on. It depends what sort of people you are working 
for.” 

Earlier, the League Managers Association (LMA) 
offered to help Dalglish if he decided to take legal 
action against Newcastle following his abrupt departure, 

Dalglish was taking legal advice after Newcastle 
released a statement claiming he had offered to resign as 
manager after the first match of the season against 
Charlton. Dalglish is unhappy with that version of 
events. 


Fat 25-man squad announced for European 
hampionship qualifier against Sweden in 
Stockholm on Sept 5: 

England squad; 

Goalkeepers: David Seaman (Arsenal), Nigel 
Martyn (Leeds), Tim Flowers ( Blackburn). 

‘Defenders: Tony Adams (Arsenal), Sol Campbell 
(Tottenham), Gareth Southgate (Aston Villa), Martin 
Keown (Arsenal), Rio Ferdinand (West Ham), Andy 
Hinchcliffe (Sheff Wed), Phil Neville (Man Utd) 


Midfielders: Darren Anderton (Tottenham), Graeme. 
Le Saux (Chelsea) Ray Parlour (aboye) (Arsenal), Paul 
Ince (Liverpool), Robert Lee (Newcastle), Steve 
McManaman (Liverpool), Nicky Butt (Man Utd), Paul 
Merson (Middlesbrough), Jamie Redknapp (Liverpool), 
Paul Scholes (Man Utd). F 

Strikers: Teddy Sheringham (Man Utd), Alan 
Shearer (Newcastle), Michael Owen (Liverpool), Jan 
Wright (West Ham), Dion Dublin (Coventry), 


erpool successfully defended their first 
division crown despite a strong campaign 
from Manchester City, A 1-0 away win for 
Manchester City at Coventry on May 14 
had to be linked with a couple of heavy losses for 
Liverpool. 

Tn the event Liverpool failed to score at home, but so 
to did their opponents, West Ham Ipswich Town 
finished third, 

The battle at the bottom was just as tight. Bristol City 
(by defeating Liverpool!) and Coventry City both 
finished a point off relegation. Sunderland and Stoke 
finished on 34 points. A 1-0 loss at Aston Villa was 
enough to send Stoke down, and Sunderland met the 
same fate by losing their final game three days later. 
Tottenham also lost their final game and therefore 
finished last, a point behind Stoke. 

Three big guns dominated Division Two — up went 
Wolves, as champions, Chelsea and Nottingham Forest. 
Two other good sides from yesteryear, Bolton and 
Blackpool, finished just a point off the pace, Bolton’s 
last day draw at Bristol Rovers costing them, At the 
bottom Carlisle United. 

Mansfield took out Division Three with Brighton and 
Crystal Palace also promoted. Rotherham finished equal 
‘on points with Palace, their 4-1 final day away win over 
Port Vale not enough. A point behind were Wrexham. 
At the bottom Reading, Northampton, Grimsby and 
York were relegated, Portsmouth’s win on May 14 was 
enough, despite losing 3-4 at Swindon three days later 
they survived by a point. 


LIVERPOOL 


FOOTBALL CLUB: 


Cambridge were champions of Division Four’ with 
Exeter, Colchester, and Bradford City also promoted. 
Swansea defeated champions 3-2 in their final game but 
it still left them a point shy of promotion. In the end the 
only position that was safest was Workington’s - bottom 
of the whole league and about to fail re-election, 

‘The League Cup final had to be played three times as 
Everton drew with Aston Villa 0-0 at Wembley and 1-1 
at Hillsborough. The third game at Old Trafford ended 
3-2 fo Aston Villa. Villa had also taken three games to 
dispense of QPR in the semi-finals. 

Manchester United and Liverpool met up in the FA 
Cup final and revenge was on United's mind. United 
scored first from the boot of Pearson, set up by Jimmy 
Greenhoff. Jimmy Case equalised within two minutes. A 
deflected goal to Greenhoff was enough for United to 
take the Cup. Emlyn Hughes, in his book Crazy Horse, 
quotes Ray Clemence in the dressing room yelling, after 
considerable silence and depression: “To hell with this. 1 
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am going to get drunk. We have got Wednesday to 
come”, Wednesday was the European Cup Final. 

Wimbledon dominated the Southern League, with 
Minehead second. Dartford won the Southern League 
Cup, beating Yeovil Town 3-1 in the final. Not even 
Jimmy Greaves could stop Chelmsford from avoiding 
the drop and down with them went Burton Albion and 
Margate. Telford United’s history book to that point 
“never been relegated” was kept thanks to Wimbledon's 
move to the Football League. Barnet won the South 
Division One while Worcester City blew them away in 
the North. Also promoted were Hastings United and 
Cheltenham Town. 

Celtic prised the Premier division off Rangers once 
more and ended up finishing clear of their great rivals by 
nine points. At the bottom Hearts and Kilmarnock went 
down. Division One champions St Mirren and runners 
up Clydebank replaced them. Raith and Falkirk also left 
Division One. Perennial yo-yo team Stirling Albion 


went back up to Division One as champions of the 
second, and they Were joined by Alloa, Forfar finished 
bottom. 

The SFA Cup saw Celtic win 2-0 over Dundee in the 
semi finals and Rangers defeat Hearts 2-0 at the same 
stage, At Hampden park on May 7 the final was played 
and the only goal of the game went to Celtic. They 
finished two goals short of a domestic treble as they lost 
the League Cup final 1-2 to Aberdeen on November 6 
1976 at the same venue. 

The finest win of all was Liverpool's, The European 
Cup was the holy grail. In round one Crusaders were 
dispensed with 7-0 on aggregate. In round two it was 
Trabzonspor put to the sword 3-1 and AS Saint Etienne 
lost 2-3 to Liverpool in the quarter finals, 

The semi-finals saw FC Zurich dispatched by six 
goals to one. 

The final was held in Rome against Borussia 
Monchengladbach. Liverpool scored first through Terry 
McDermott. However in the 50th minute Simonsen 
equalised. Liverpool rose again with Tommy Smith 
scoring in the 67th and Phil Neal in the 85th minute, 
Liverpool (Clemence, Neal, Jones, Smith, Hughes, Case, 
Kennedy, Callaghan, McDermott, Keegan, Heighway 
and trainer Paisley) had finally triumphed in the greatest 
prize of all in Europe. They won the Super Cup 6-0 over 
Hamburg at the beginning of the following season. The 
meal dished up by the German teams had been sweet to 
taste indeed. 
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the seagulls 
fellee 
the tracler 
ct ¢s becacse 
they think 
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